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(?HA considers Hale Mohalu
Mais site of new leprosy facility

‘he Office of Hawaiian Af-
faifs may atlempt to set up its
facility for leprosy patients

at gthe former leprosy center ai
e Mohalu in Pearl City. OHA

"-‘sand yesierday in a news re-

leage.
“An OHA committee meeting
Loc!ay will discuss the proposal

to fask for 2.5 acres of the I-

acee sile for an inpatient and
oukpatient facility for Hansen's
DlieaSE viclims.

'Ehe state Health Deparitmeént
repently evicted the final few
Hahisen's Disease patients from

‘the -old facilities and then
demolished the aging “firetrap™

burj_dmgs or site.
:tnew facility has been built
at fLeahi Hospital.
Buwever, some patients have

repeatedly insisted they would
prefer L0 be at Hale Mohalu.
And they argue the Pearl City
site was obtained specifically
for the use of Hansen's Disease

patients.

Land Board Chairman Susumo
Ono said OHA — like any state
agency — 15 entitled to apply
for use of Lhe property once il

is officially transferred from the

Department of Health Lo the
Department of Land and Natu-
ral Resources,

OHA has already approved a
resolution endorsing use of the
entire 11-acre site for Hansen's
Diseage patients along with
other _health care and communi-
ty services. That resolution will
be signed 1t a public ceremony
today at noon in the courtyard
of Kawaiahao Plaza.
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