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Qualified observers differ in their judgments as to the 
effects of the war upon race relations in Hawaii. “The 
Islands will never be the same again,” is the doleful refrain 
of one school of responsible reporters, who see numerous evi- 
dences of a significant breakdown in the pre-war interracial 
solidarity of Hawaii. The wholesale introduction of main- 
land servicemen and defense workers, most of them unsym- 
pathetic with Hawaii's tradition of race relations, is cited as 
the basis of an inevitable deterioration in the human and 
social values of Island society. Attention is called to the in- 
stances of overt conflict between “local boys” and mainland 
service personnel and to the more vocal expressions of feel- 
ing between the various racial groups within the Territory. 
Other observers, equally responsible and intelligent, are im- 
pressed by the absence of racial feeling during and since the 
war. “Where else but in Hawaii could you find people of 
such varied racial ancestries living together so intimately 
and with so little difficulty?” they say. 

The truth probably lies somewhere between these two 
sharply contrasted viewpoints and cannot be so simply and 
categorically stated. The average resident, when he stops to 
consider the total situation, is likely to be impressed by the 
conflicting character of the evidence. The situation has im- 
proved in certain respects and deteriorated in other respects. 
Certainly, Island residents are not wholly agreed in their 
judgments of the Island scene. 

In an attempt to discover some of the basic trends in the 
attitudes of Islanders toward this problem, the War Research 
Laboratory has periodically experimented in the use of an- 
onymous questionnaires with fairly large samplings of the 
student body of the University. One test occurred in June, 
1946, with a group of 350 underclassmen, fairly representa- 
tive of the entire university population. Previous experi- 
ments along similar lines had been conducted in April, 1943, 
1944, and in October 1945, the results of which were partially 
reported and in Volume VIII of Social Process in Hawaii. 
These studies have been conducted on the assumption that 
the student responses, although not representative of the en- 
tire population of the Territory, would reflect the significant 
feelings, particularly among the middle and upper classes of 
the Islands. The lower classes generally, but especially of 
the Hawaiian, Filipino, and Puerto-Rican groups, were in- 
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adequately represented in the student samples. A significant 
number of returned veterans were included in the 1946 
sampling. 

I. Distribution by Sex and Ancestry of Student Sample. 

Men 

Ancestry Veterans Non Veterans Women Total 

Hawaiians and 
Part. Hawalians ...... 7 I 1a 2h 

Caveasians..2 tinct 17, 10 21 48 
Chinese 4 4 30 38 
Japanese 52 30 146 228 
Koreans... fi. 4 2 8 dl: 
Filipinos we Ee 5 5 

81 AT 223 a0 

The following report summarizes only a few of the find- 
ings gleaned from the 1946 questionnaires and relates chiefly 
to the interracial attitudes expressed by the students. The 
responses to the specific questions listed below throw light 
upon the prevailing feelings of the different ethnic groups 
toward themselves and toward each other: 

1. Do you believe that race relations in Hawaii are gen- 
erally: |. Gua improving ? getting worse? 
What are your reasons for believing as you do? 

2. Do you think the members of your particular racial 
group are discriminated against? Yes............ Nei. 
No-opinions...n.... Cite evidence for your answer: 

3. Which ethnic group do you believe has benefitted most 
economically from the war? 
What makes you think so? 

General Impressions of Hawaii's Race Relations 

The first two questions listed were designed to uncover 
some of the more general feelings which exist in the com- 
munity, and the students were encouraged to give the rea- 
sons and some of the evidence for their judgments. The 
great majority (72.4 per cent) felt that race relations gen- 
erally were improving, offering as evidence the increasing 
numbers of interracial marriages, the fraternizing between 
mainland servicemen and local girls during the war, the de- 
cline in wartime hysteria, the passing of the first generation 
immigrants with their strong prejudices, and the greater 
readiness to disregard race in the matter of employment. 
The more favorable attitudes toward interracial marriage 
during the war were mentioned frequently, particularly by 
the women, as indicating improvement of race relations. 
Comments such as the following are typical: 
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