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Qualified observers differ in their judgments as to the
effects of the war upon race relations in Hawaii. “The
Islands will never be the same again,” is the doleful refrain
of one school of responsible reporters, who see numerous evi-
dences of a significant breakdown in the pre-war interracial
solidarity of Hawaii. The wholesale introduction of main-
land servicemen and defense workers, most of them unsym-
pathetic with Hawaii’s tradition of race relations, is cited as
the basis of an inevitable deterioration in the human and
social values of Island society. Attention is called to the in-
stances of overt conflict between “local boys” and mainland
service personnel and to the more vocal expressions of feel-
ing between the various racial groups within the Territory.
Other observers, equally responsible and intelligent, are im-
pressed by the absence of racial feeling during and since the
war. “Where else but in Hawaii could you find people of
such varied racial ancestries living together so intimately
and with so little difficulty?” they say.

The truth probably lies somewhere between these two
sharply contrasted viewpoints and cannot be so simply and
categorically stated. The average resident, when he stops to
consider the total situation, is likely to be impressed by the
conflicting character of the evidence. The situation has im-
proved in certain respects and deteriorated in other respects.
Certainly, Island residents are not wholly agreed in their
judgments of the Island scene.

In an attempt to discover some of the basic trends in the
attitudes of Islanders toward this problem, the War Research
[Laboratory has periodically experimented in the use of an-
onymous questionnaires with fairly large samplings of the
student body of the University. One test occurred in June,
1946, with a group of 350 underclassmen, fairly representa-
tive of the entire university population. Previous experi-
ments along similar lines had been conducted in April, 1943,
1944, and in October 1945, the results of which were partially
reported and in Volume VIII of Social Process in Hawaii.
These studies have been conducted on the assumption that
the student responses, although not representative of the en-
tire population of the Territory, would reflect the significant
feelings, particularly among the middle and upper classes of
the Islands. The lower classes generally, but especially of
the Hawaiian, Filipino, and Puerto-Rican groups, were in-
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