THE MELTING POT IN THE PACIFIC*
Walter Kolarz

Fourteen thousand kilometres away from London and three thousand
kilometres away from the west coast of the United States, in the middle of
the Pacific there are the Hawaiian Islands. They are so far west that one
would go east if one went a little farther. The remarkable thing about these
islands is that they are, as it were ‘unfinished’. They are unfinished geo-
logically since they are still the scene of frequent volcanic eruptions. They
are also unfinished politically. At present the islands have only the status
of a United States Territory, but the vast majority of its inhabitants want it
to become the forty-ninth state of the U. S. A. Finally, they are unfinished
in the ethnographic and sociological sense--and it is with this aspect that I
want to deal.

I have just spent a month in Hawaii and have been greatly interested
in a dual process which is now going on there--the dying of an old nation and
the birth of a new one. The nation that is dying are the Hawaiians, the
Polynesian aboriginal inhabitants of the Territory, and the nation that is
emerging is the neo-Hawaiian nation formed out of the remnants of the
Hawaiian people and various immigrant groups. These immigrant groups
belong to many different races and cultures.

Let us throw a quick glance at the present racial composition of
Hawaii, so as to get a better idea of the raw material of which the neo-
Hawaiian nation is built. Over three-fifths of Hawaii’s 500,000 inhabitants.
hail from east and southeast Asia. The largest single Asian group are the
Japanese. In fact, they are the largest nationality in the islands in general,
forming thirty-seven per cent of the entire population. Like most of the
other immigrants, they came to Hawaii as agricultural labourers working in
the fifty sugar and pineapple plantations. But in the past sixty or seventy
years they have gradually penetrated into most professions and occupations.
The children of poor labourers have become prosperous business men,
doctors, civil servants, and university lecturers.

Next in importance among the Asians rank the Filipinos, forming
twelve per cent of the population. They came more recently than the Jap-
anese, some of them only after the second world war. Economically and

‘ socially, they are still the most backward section in Hawaii. There is a

marked difference between them and the oriental group next in size, the
Chinese, who as owners of larger business enterprises wield considerable
economic power. The first Chinese settled down in Hawaii about a century
ago and at one time they were the largest foreign group. With the arrival of
other waves of immigrants their relative importance has steadily declined.
Today, they constitute only between six and seven per cent of the total
population.

Less than a quarter of the citizens of Hawaii are white immigrants of
European stock. They are a mixed lot. At least one-third of them are
Portuguese, and to make things more complicated they are divided into
Portuguese from the Azores and those from Portugal proper. There are
also Spaniards, Germans, and a few Russians, and there is, of course, a
very sizeable body of real Yankees. But the picture of ethnographic
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reproduced by special permission of B, B, C. & the author.

-23-







