DECEMBER 4, 1997

Even with the opening
at hand, many Hawaiians say
protests may not end

By PAT OMANDAM
Star-Baulletin

%“OUR years ago this month,
= Laulani Teale chose the place
¢ 1 where she would give birth. It was-
4 n't a hospital or her home, but a
site native Hawaiians call Hale O
Papa, a women’s heiau tucked against
a lush hillside in North Halawa Valley.

The state by then had backed off
from plans to build the H-3 freeway
over the heiau, which officially has the
impersonal designation B-175.

But to Teale, who was part of the
protest that led to the rerouting, the
valley had a strong spiritual pull. As
the Waimanalo woman settled in a
small shaded clearing with just a few
friends beside her, she felt what she
was doing was good and right, or pono.

Now, with the freeway opening a
week away and her son Noa getting
ready for another birthday, feelings for
the valley remain strong, with Teale
and others saying opposition to the H-3
will never end until it is removed.

“To me, the H-3 is a temporary thing,
anyway,” she said. “The land is perma-
nent. As far as what happens between
now and this supposed opening. ..
that’s up to Mother Nature.”
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INSIDE — A-10&A-11

5 Native Hawaiians see freeway
as a sacrilege.

~ Most archaeological surveys
are still due.

J The Trans-Koolau tunnels;
A full-page color graphic.

YESTERDAY

_ Freeway was 37 years in the
making. o

—» The nuts and bolts of the
Windward Viaduct, an
engineering marvel,

» Where did the money go? A list
of contractors.
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