SOCIOLOGICAL STUDIES IN WARTIME HAWAII
ANDREW W. LIND

Hawaii has long been noted for its ability to assimilate alien
peoples and cultures, but World War II is bringing in its wake
a series of new and disturbing forces which seriously threaten
to overwhelm the social order of the Islands. Pearl Harbor may
indeed have marked the close of an epoch in Hawaii’s history
as it did, in another sense, in the life of the nation. The war,
within the short space of three and a half years, has probably
brought to Hawaii more new people and more discordant con-
ceptions about the islands than all the previous 160 years since
Captain Cook. To observe, measure, analyze, and perhaps pre-
dict the course of this “second revolution” in Hawaii has been
the purpose of the War Research Laboratory of the University
of Hawaii since its creation two years ago.

Rapid, if not revolutionary change as a consequence of the
war is, of course, not peculiar to Hawaii; but the opportunity
and the obligation to subject these new trends to scientific study
are doubtless greater here than elsewhere. The more manageable
size of the Territory and its insularity makes effective research
possible in Hawaii while the very magnitude and complexity of
the problem in most mainland communities discourages even the
effort. On the other hand, the impact of new forces and strange
peoples are all the more disorganizing in an island community
of limited size, and scientific research into the operation of these
forces becomes in Hawaii virtually a necessity. If Hawaii is to
escape from the worst consequences of the war, its social strategy
for the present and the future must be buttressed by as substan-
tial a program of research as that which has protected and sus-
tained the economic institutions of Hawaii in times of erisis, as
typified by the experiment stations of the sugar and pineapple
industries.

Early in 1942 steps were taken to establish at the University
of Hawaii a center for investigation and analysis of the more
important effects of the war upon the civilian community, and
a program of study has been conducted continuously since that
time. This program grew out of the demands of various civilian
and military agencies, which often only the sociology department.
with its long history of research into local problems of popula-
tion, immigration, cultural survivals and change, and race rela-
tions, was in a position to supply. At the same time, the sociolo-
gists launched upon a more intensive study of the war-time prob-
lems of civilian morale and race relations. Beginning in the fall
of 1942, two members of the staff, Mr. Lind and Mr. Hormann,
were released for half-time research; and a sum of $2000 was
made available by the Board of Regents on November 15, 1942,
for clerical and research assistance. In July of 1943 this program
was accorded official status as the War Research Laboratory; a
full-time secretarv was provided; and an annual budget of $2500
was allotted fc - po-ttime and student assistants.
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