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The collective experience of Filipinos in Hawai'i
is a story of struggle often misunderstood. It began
at the turn of the century when Hawai'i was on her way
to becoming a world sugar producer but was faced with
the dwindling supply of cheap labor. Very few Chinese
contract workers had stayed on plantations, the Japa-
nese were beginning to leave, and legal barriers, such
as the Chinese Exclusion Acts and the Gentlemen's
Agreement with Japan, prevented recruiting more of
either group. At such a moment the very new territory
of Hawai'i looked to another recent U.S. possession,
the Philippines.

The Philippine revolution against Spain was vir-
tually won when U.S. expansionist tendencies led to
intervention. Spanish officials, reluctant to sur-
render to Filipino forces, capitulated instead to
the U.S. in the Treaty of Paris, 10 December 1898.
Seeking a labor supply free from external control, the
Hawaiian Sugar Planters' Association (HSPA) found the
Philippines an expedient source. Filipinos, then, were
U.S. nationals who could move freely and their entry
to the Islands would be scrutinized only by fellow
Americans serving the respective territorial govern-
ments of Hawai'i and the Philippines. Thus, in 1906,
the importation of Filipino laborers began.

The Host Society

The plantations of Hawai'i, especially during their
early history, have been likened to a political king-
dom where the manager exercised both economic and
political control over the laborers and their families.!
Immigrant labor was viewed chiefly as an economic
commodity and the planters were little concerned with
the adjustment that each immigrant group would have to
make in the process of being uprooted from their cul-
ture and adjusting to living with other ethnic groups.
In fact, it was the planters' belief that the best way
to control their workers was in a community of segre-
gated ethnic camps, so that the physical distances
between them would prevent a united opposition of labor
to managment in a strike for higher wages or improved
living conditions.







