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STATE CAPI h )L 

HONOLULU HAWA II 961113 

Mr. William Paty 
Chairperson 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 621 
Honolulu, HI 96809 

Dear Bill: 

It is my understanding that your department is 
proceeding to finalize and close the leases with the 
residents of Kahana Valley. There is no question 
that you and your department have worked hard to 
move this program forward; however, I do believe 
that there still needs to be extensive discussions 
between the residents and the department before the 
leases are finalized. Therefore, I ask that you 
hold in abeyance the finalizing of the leases until 
both parties can find common ground. 

It is clear that the department can formally and 
legally ask residents to adopt the leases; however, 
in my opinion, this will only be short-term and 
temporary and eventually lead to future problems and 
concerns. There not only needs to be a meeting of 
the minds, but a meeting of hearts on this issue . 

I would propose that both parties enter into a 
mediation process. A mediator, who ls neutral with 
no vested interest in the valley, could help bring 
about trust between all the entities. 

I strongly believe that the fundamental issue is 
process and long-term governance of the valley. We 
need to provide ownership not only on the State's 
side, but the residents• side as well. 
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I do not believe that it is productive to utilize this process to 
blame one side or the other. It ls time to find common long-term 
solutions so that the park can truly live up to its fullest 
potential serving the people of Hawaii and the residents of the 
valley in harmony. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~;~ 
State Senator _-. -_ ~_y 
8th Senatorial District 

MJM:nh 
cc: Mr. Alan Murakami 

Mr. Paul Lucas 
Kahana Ohana Unity Council 


