GLOSSARY

The following words and phrases are non-English terms. Non-English is here defined as any
lexical item not found in Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (Springfield, Mass.:
Merriam-Webster Inc., 1986), with the exception of Hawaiian words.

The language family of each word or phrase is indicated by a letter or letters in parentheses:

(H) Hawaiian

(HCE) Hawai‘i Creole English
@))] Japanese

P Portuguese

References for the definitions used in this glossary include: Koh Masuda, ed., Kenkyiisha’s New
Japanese-English Dictionary, 4th ed. (Tokyo: Kenkyiisha, Ltd., 1974); Mary Pukui and Samuel
Elbert, Hawaiian Dictionary, rev. and exp. ed. (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 1986);
and James Taylor, A Portuguese-English Dictionary, (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1958).

The following definitions apply to the lexical items as they appear in the context of the transcript.
An asterisk (*) indicates a definition supplied by a staff member or interviewee.

aho (H) cord

ahole (H) endemic fish (Kuhlia
sandvicensis)

ahu (H) heap, pile

aku (H) bonito or skipjack fish
akule (H) big-eyed scad fish

ali‘i (H) noble, aristocrat, royalty
aloha (H) love

‘ami (H) hula step with hip revolutions
‘apapa (H) coral flat

auwe (H) Oh!

aza (J) village

Bon (J) Buddhist All Souls’ Day
bumbai (HCE) by and by; later on*

chee (HCE) gee*

da kine (HCE) expression with an
unidentified referent; whatchamacallit*
dango (J) dumpling; pancake*

dojo (J) shrimp*

dokkoi-sho (J) heave ho!

‘ele‘ele (H) dark
gobo (J) burdock root

gochiso-sama (J) an expression meaning
thank you for the feast

A-1

haku lei (H) braided garland

hala (H) error

hana (H) work

hanai (H) foster child, adopted child; to
foster or adopt

hanawai (H) irrigation; to irrigate

Haole (H) Caucasian

hapai (H) to carry; pregnant

hapai k6 (H) to carry sugarcane bundles
hau (H) a lowland tree with rounded, heart-
shaped leaves

haupia (H) coconut pudding

heiau (H) place of worship, shrine

hihiwai (H) endemic grainy snail

hoe hana (HCE) weeding*

honi (H) kiss

huaka ‘i (H) procession; ~ po night marchers
hukilau (H) fishing with a net

kahako (H) macron

kai mimiki (H) receding sea preceding a tidal
wave

kala (H) surgeonfish

kalua (H) to bake in underground oven
kama ‘aGina (H) native-born

kamani (H) large tree (Calophyllum
inophyllum)

kara, kara, kara (J) clattering

kaukau (HCE) to eat



kenjinkai (J) prefecture club

kiawe (H) algaroba tree

kine (HCE) kind, type*

koa (H) native acacia tree or wood
kolote ( HCE) hit on the knuckle with a
marble*

kitka‘a (H) roll, as of pandanus leaves
kukui (H) candlenut tree

kukui hele po (H) lantern

kitlolo (H) coconut and taro pudding
kiami (H) goatfish

kitpuna (H) grandparents; ancestors

lanai (H) porch, veranda
lau hala (H) pandanus leaf

laulau (H) ti leaf package of meat, fish and

taro tops

lei (H) garland

liliko ‘i (H) passion fruit

limu (H) general name for all plants living
under water; seaweed

loko (H) character

lomi (H) fish that is worked with fingers and

mixed with onions and seasonings
lii‘au (H) feast
luna (H) foreman, overseer, supervisor

mahalo (H) thank you

mahele (H) distribute

makai (H) toward the sea

manini (H) reef surgeonfish

mauka (H) toward the mountain
Menehune (H) legendary or small people
who worked at night

menpachi (J) squirrel fish

moi (H) thread fish

ni‘ele (H) inquisitive

‘oama, (H) young of the goatfish

‘Ohua (H) young of various fishes

‘okala (H) red seaweed

‘okina (H) glottal stop

‘okolehao (H) liquor distilled from #i root
‘ono (H) delicious

‘o ‘opu (H) goby fish

‘opae (H) general name for shrimp

‘opihi (H) limpet

paka (H) tobacco
Pake (H) Chinese
palani (H) surgeonfish

pali (H) cliff

palu (H) fish bait

paniolo (H) cowboy

papio (H) young of ulua fish

pau (H) finished, ended, through

peewee (HCE) a childhood game played
with two sticks*

pilau (H) dirty

poi (H) cooked and pounded taro root

pu‘e (H) hill

pine ‘e (H) moveable couch

rama ( P) foliage

sansei (J) third generation
son (J) rural township
stay go (HCE) went*

tadaima (J) I’'m home

tahuna (?7) beech*

tako (J) squid

talk story (HCE) chat*

tansu (J) chest of drawers

ti (H) woody plant with oblong leaves
tsuji (J) fishing line

tiutii (H) grandparent

tiutii wahine (H) grandmother

‘ukulele (H) small guitar of Portuguese
origin

ulua (H) certain species of crevalle, jack or
pompano fish

‘ulu maika (H) bowling

wai (H) water
wen (HCE) precedes a verb and indicates
past tense*
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