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Pearl: Sperit lluclear . fuel b·eing stored here 
' I 

FROM PAGE ONE 

el from Navy ships has been shipped in 
specially built containers to the Idaho Na­
tional Engineering Laboratory in Idaho 
Falls. But in June 1993, Judge Harold 
Ryan granted the stale of Idaho's request 
for an injunction again_st all shipments of 
spent fuel. r 

Ryan ordered the federal Department of 
Energy to prepare an environmental im­
pact statement studying alternatives to 
the Idaho site for handling and storing 
the material . The environmental study is 
a huge project in itself, since It covers a 
range of alternative sites and proposals 
that span the nation . 

The Department of Energy has complet- , 
ed an implementation plan for the EIS, 
and is beginning preparation of the envi· 
ronmental impact statement . A draft is 
expected to be ready for public comment 
by June 30, 1994, at which time the Navy 
and Department of Energy will accept 
comments for 90 days. Public hearings 
are anticipated, but no schedule of times 
and locations has been issued. 

In its implementation plan for the EIS, 
the Department of Energy reports it is 
considering eight sites for the Navy's 
spent nuclear fuel, all "Navy facilities 
with experience in handling Naval spent 
nuclear fuel.· One of those sites is the 
Idaho site . Two are existing Department 
of Energy sites for handling spent nuclear 
fuel: the Hanford Site at Richland, Wash. , 
and the Savannah River Site at Aiken , 

GETTING IT STRAIGHT 

ho facility , as has been done in · the past. 
This is part of a regional storage pref 
gram , which would also keep the Hanford 
and Savannah River sites open, although 
those sites would be used only for non;­
Naval spent nuclear fuel. · j 
• In still another alternative, the. s~udy 

is considering the centralization of ~l Na· 
val spent nuclear fuel at Idaho, Hanford , 

'savannah River or some other location. 
Spent nuclear fuel would be stored there 
after inspection. . 

Department of Energy oHicials know 
.. ;•, that their biggest challenge will be ovetl­

'"' coming public oppos ition . There has a~­
? . .. _ready been opposition to the concept fro"1 

communities near every stor age site un-
f tder consideration, Including Hawaii . 

1_ . Among special Hawaii concerns cited in 
":.ii:.:.,;:Zlll.;:£.2.~~ ~ ~~e !:!~ !!!~ the EIS implementation plan : impacts on 
"" . aesthetic and scenic resources ; impacts on 
S.C. native Hawaiian culture ; and the Hawaii 

Another is Pearl Harbor Naval ~hip- State Constitution, which allows the dis· 
yard. posal of radioactive material only w ith 

The EIS will study a ser ies of alterna- ... the approval of two-third s of each house 
live plans for handling the Navy 's spent of the Legislature. 
fuel. Some would keep spent nuclear fuel A Navy official said two containers now 
stored at Pearl Harbor . There are altema- at Pearl Harbor don't appear to fall under 
tives and sub-alternatives , but here 's a the language of the Consti tution, since 
short list . they are being temporarily stored , not 
• Under two · alternativ es that foresee disposed or. 

no central nuclear fuel processing site in• Th e Navy says shipyards like Pearl 
the United Stat es, spent nuclear fuel from Harbor are only being considered because 
Navy ships would remain at the shipyards they have to be . Federal regulations r~ 
where it is" removed, in special shipping quire all reasonable alternatives be con­
containers . sidered , and the places where the fuel ls 

• Another alternative would restore the removed are considered potential storage 
shipment of spent nuclear fuel to the Ida- sites. 1 

We want to corTect an11 errors we publish. If you spot one, pleC1$e 
call the City Desk (525-8090) or wrile to Managing Editor IN ews Anne 
Harpham, The Advertiser, P.O. Boz 3110, Honolulu,.HI 96802. 

$25,000 damage by firebug 
Advertiser Stoff 

An arsonist set an artificial 
Christmas tree afire ln the 
Waikiki Trade Center lobby 
Wednesday night, doing about 
$25,000 damage and injuring a 
man, poUce saJd. 

Outrigger Surf Hotel directly 
across the street at 2280 Kuhlo 
Ave., the night of Dec. _ 26, 
1985. Sunray's top speed is 60 to 70 mph 

The Sunray, a two-passenger between 60 and 70 mph. A sto­
electric car manufactured by ry in Monday 's Advertiser 
Suntera , reaches top speeds of gave other information. 

Wednesday boating hearing is 7 p.m. 
A state hearing on new state that hearing is part o( a state­

. rules concerning small boat wiq_e round of hearlni:,a hai ..... 
h:1rhn•11 "ft•-'•- - • .. 

The victim, who reportedly 
tried to douse the flames, is 89, 
an employee of Elite Eyes, a 
shop at tl1e trade center at ,,,,c e' ... ,. • • • 

Six people were injured -
one fatally - and there was 
$220,000 damage in that~­
day evening blaze eigpt .years 
ago. No suspects were ar~d. 
• ~t ignited the metal and 
-•- ... 



spent nuc ear fuel being stored at Pearl 
• 

Bf Jan TenBruggencate 
Adveniser Staff Writer 

Two containers of spent nu­
clear reactor fuel are being 
stored at Pearl Harbor, and 
more could accumulate while 
the U.S. Energy Department 
conducts a complete study of 
the nation's handling of spent 
nuclear fuel. 

It is the first time such mate­
rial has been stored at Pearl 
Harbor for an ex tended period. 
Previously, spent fuel was 
placed in transport containers 
and shipped to the Mainland 
for inspection and semi-perma­
nent storage. 

The radioactive material now 
at the Pearl Harbor Shipyard 
was removed from a nuclear 
submarine deactivated at Pearl 
Harbor recently. It is being 
held in damage-re sistant con-

,) 
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Not to worry, Navy says; cites safeguards 
The spent nuclear fuel being stored at 

Pearl Harbor is remarkably safe, stored in 
containers whose use has never resulted in a 
release of radiation, Navy officials say. 

The first layer of safety is the fuel itself, 
formulated into a metal. It is designed for 
use in warships that may be subject to at­
tack, and has survived battlefield conditions. 

The fuel can 't explode, won't burn and 
isn't corrosive, the Navy says. On the other 
hand, human exposure to unshielded nuclear 
fuel can cause severe radiation burns and 
can be fatal. 

The second layer of safety is the shipping 
containers. They are designed to withstand a 
high-speed train wreck, a fall from a 30-foot 
bridge onto a solid surface, fire and being 
dumped in the water. 

The container 's radiation shielding ensures 
exposure to the public that is one million 
times less than normal background radiafion, 
the Navy said. 

The fuel is sufficiently stable that the con­
tainer requires no liquid coolant and no ex­
ternal support facilities that could fail, mili­
tary officials said. 

tainers built to withstand the 
dangers of shipping. 

Until the st udy on alterna­
tive sites for spent nuclear fuel 
is complete, it can't be moved 
bec ause th ere 's no place to 

take it. Under a federal court 
order, the Navy must tempo­
rarily store the fuel where it 
is. 

marily aircraft carriers, and all 
strategic and attack subma· 
rines. 

No nuclear-powered surface 
ships are home-ported at Pearl 
Harbor, although they often 

Nuclear reactors fuel 40 per· 
cent of large Navy ships, pri-

visit, including the aircraft car­
rier Abraham Lincoln, which 
spent several days here last 
week, Pearl Harbor Naval Base 
spokesman Lt. Cmdr. John Sin· 
gley said. 

There are 18 nuclear-po,v­
ered submarines based at Pearl ' 
Harbor Submarine Base, said 
sub base spokesman Lt. Cmdr. 
Q~ vid Knox. 

(The defueling of the nuclear 
submarine and the storage of 
spent fuel does not involve nu­
clear weapons. lt is U.S. policy 
not to discuss whether nuclear 
weapons are present or absent 
aboard specific ships.) 

The spent nuclear fuel issue 
does not involve nuclear weap · 
ons. 

In the past, spent nuclear fu-

See Pearl, Page A2 
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