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There will be one intermission.

Directed by EarLE ERNST
Designed by RicHARD Mason
Technical Supervision by ROBERT SOLLER

TONIGHT’S PLAY

Although The Tragedy of King Lear was popular in Shakespeare’s time,
subsequently it has been more honored in reading than in performance.
It was most frequently performed in the 18th century; not, however, as

’Shakespeare wrote it, but in Nahum Tate’s version of 1681, which

featured a romance between Edgar and Cordelia culminating in their
marriage, a good deal of very bad verse, and the restoration of Lear to
his throne. Shakespeare’s play was not restored to the stage until 1837
by Macready. Later Salvini and Edwin Booth were famed for their
portrayals of Lear, but to audiences increasingly conditioned by realism
the play itself seemed more and more ridiculous, if not incomprehensible.
Viewed realistically, it seems sheer nonsense: Lear banishes his best-
loved daughter because she won’t make a public speech about her love
for him; Edgar and Kent go about in disguises, unrecognized by people
who know them intimately; the blinded Gloucester is convinced that,
having thrown himself over the cliff at Dover, he has miraculously
survived. |

Nowadays we know tha}t Shakespeare did not write his plays to be
realized in cinemascope. His stage, a relatively bare platform, was for
his audience a ‘symbolic representation of the world, and the actions of
his characters upon it were symbolic rather than literal. Such actions of

necessity become ridiculous and meaningless when performed in realistic
settings.

Another hindrance to pre-World War I acceptance of the play is an
unrelieved cruelty which scarcely accorded with Victorian notions of the
world. But being better educated by concentration camps, gas chambers,
and atomic bombs than our forebears, we are now prepared to recognize
the validity of “this great stage of fools”—a world in which humanity
preys “on itself like monsters of the deep,” in which men cry out to the
gods, not knowing the gods are dead, in which civilization is a thin
veneer masking primitive savagery, in which man is seen as the “poor,

bare, forked animal” he really is, in which sexuality is the only pleasure,

power the only good. And so man falls into the trap he has set for
himself, and so the great world wears out to naught.
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" COMING EVENTS

° November 17-21....................Goldsmith’s She Stoops to Conquer

® December 1-5.... ..., Yeats’ Four Plays for Dancers
December 10-11; 16-18..................Delaney’s A Taste of Honey
January 7-8; 13-15.............................Sartre’s The Flies

° February 9-13.......... ... OCasey’s Juno and the Paycock

° Laboratory Theatre production.

NOTICE: Smoking is not allowed in the auditorium, nor may photo-
graphs or recordings be made during the performance.



