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Since its establishment by committed faculty, undergraduate Sociology majors, and staff,
Social Process in Hawai‘i has provided a window and a mirror to major developments,
trends, and events in and around Hawai‘i. Students were encouraged as direct participants
to describe and reflect on their own situations, and that of their families and communities,
through sympathetic introspection of others similar situated. The production and
contributions of this journal's works by students, faculty, and community persons fostered
diversity in backgrounds and experiences.

Throughout, women were co-producers and editors, sensitive observers, analysts, and
interpreters of the social scene. Very early in this journal's development, Ah Quon (Leong)
McElrath served as a key player, as a student providing its editorial direction and content.
She was joined by a host of women scholar-teachers, students, and community persons,
in providing descriptions and frameworks for viewing a full range of social relations and
processes in Hawai‘i. The status, treatment, and conditions of the women who contributed
to these issues would alone make good stories to be told.

This issue on Women in Hawai’i breaks new ground, but at the same time represents
continuity in journal work since the founding of Social Process in Hawai‘i. The continuity
is in the reflexive interpretation, by women themselves, of their own diverse situations.
Additionally, through sympathetic introspection, this volume lends content and credence
to the voices of other women about the developments, trends, and events, and the active
participation of persons as individuals and as participants in movements in and around
Hawai‘i. What is special and new is that women themselves actively controlled the
direction and content of the whole work. Earlier work may have significantly muted this
dimension of active involvement and empowerment, by which women themselves are
sharing co-partners in shaping the futures of themselves and diverse others in scholarly
and other expressions.
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