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by lecturers and adjunct faculty, 
but it now looks like those classes 
may not be around in the fall as 
the paperwork for these lecturers 
haven’t all gone through. 
 “We don’t know that the agree-
ment we made to you folks at the 
end of spring semester to run that fall 
schedule will be honored. Because 
lecturers generate a lot of money 
for the university from tuition rev-
enue, cutting their positions doesn’t 
make sense,” Chesney-Lind said.
 But there is an exemption pro-
cess that could allow departments 
to hire lecturers if deans and direc-

tors determine that a position is 
critical. Ka‘ai said deans and direc-
tors must sign off before searches 

for new hires can begin.
 Faculty who will be applying for 
tenure and promotion — both of 
which include salary increases — 
will also be affected, and whether 
those candidates will be considered 
for promotion will also depend on 
deans and directors. 
 According to Chesney-Lind, 
graduate students teaching as 
lecturers or serving as student 
assistants can’t count on having 
their job.
 “That’s a lot of our graduate stu-
dents,” she said. “I don’t remember 
this ever happening before.”

 With just a few weeks until the 
spring schedule is due, department 
chairs “are having to face spring 

semester where we may not be 
able to hire these fabulous folks 
we’ve counted on to fi ll out our 
schedules for years,” Chesney-
Lind said.
 Robert Littman, chair of UH’s 
Classics Program, said Apple’s 
response to the shortfall wasn’t 
the best option.
 “This whole idea of a budget 
freeze at a time when the state is 
rolling in money is ridiculous,” he 
said. “By cutting lecturers, you cut 
a cheap source of labor, and you 
reduce the availability of classes.”
 One course that Littman
teaches is Greek and Roman 
Mythology. The class is typi-
cally capped at 150 students and 
requires a graduate TA as well 
as student graders. While he will 
have both positions in the section 
of the class he is teaching this fall, 
he said he might have to reduce 
next spring’s section to 30. 

Lecturers, courses at risk under chancellor’s budgetLecturers, courses at risk under chancellor’s budget
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By cutting lecturers, you cut a cheap source 
of labor, and you reduce the availability of 
classes.

– ROBERT LIT TMAN

Continues on page 7
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Some UH faculty worry that their departments won’t be able teach necessary 
classes this coming year if the freeze prevents them from hiring lecturers.

 With one month to go before fall 
semester begins, departments may 
lose lecturers that they have relied 
on to teach classes for years under a 
proposed hiring freeze.
 Even as students continue to reg-
ister for fall courses and faculty sub-
mit planned offerings for the spring, 
a spokesman for the Chancellor’s 
Offi ce said it will be up to UH’s deans 
and program directors to decide what 
positions faculty will be able to hire.
 Some lecturer and staff positions 
are expected to go unfi lled this year 
under Chancellor Tom Apple’s plan 
to close a $10 million budget gap for 
the next two years. 
 According to Elmer Ka‘ai, direc-
tor of advancement for the Chancel-
lor’s Offi ce, department heads can 
work with their respective over-
seers to come up with a sustainable 
business plan.  
 “A careful analysis of our budget has 
led to the conclusion that we need to 
trim our spending by $10 million this 
year and next year in order to regain 
our budget equilibrium,” Apple said in 
his memo. “That is about 2.5 percent of 
the budget that comes from the state 
and tuition, which is an amount we 
should be able to cut while preserving 
... core services for the students at the 
Mānoa campus.”
 On July 15, Apple sent a memo 
proposing a hiring freeze, a freeze on 
mechanisms for increasing salaries 
that require state funding, budget con-
trols and the creation of a campus-wide 
budget committee. He also requested 
that departments examine the size and 
use of tuition waivers in their graduate 
programs and minimize salary expen-
ditures that may not give investment 
returns.

LOSING POSIT IONS

 Meda Chesney - L i nd ,  cha i r -
woman of the Women’s Studies 
department, said Approximately 
one-third of her classes are taught 
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Apple is still Chancellor, UH saysApple is still Chancellor, UH says
“He has made himself available to Mānoa 
undergraduates – he regularly comes to our 
ASUH meetings, updating the senate about 
his current plans and leaving room for ques-
tions and concerns.”

– KELLY ZAKIMI - ASUH VICE PRESIDENT

“It will be good for the university. Reed Dasen-
brock would be good for that position.”

– ROBERT LIT TMAN - CHAIR OF CLASSICS PROGRAM

“Tom Apple is a decent, honest academic of the 
highest integrity. Sadly, those are words that 
do not apply to those that have ousted him.”

– ROBERT COONEY - VICE CHAIR OF UHM FACULTY SENATE

ALEX BITTER

Editor-in-Chief

 Tom Apple was still UH Mānoa’s chancellor on Sun-
day, a spokeswoman for the university said.
 The statement from Lynne Waters, Associate Vice 
President for External Affairs and University Rela-
tions, came the day after a report surfaced that Apple 
had been informed by UH President David Lassner 
that he would not continue as chancellor.
 Waters said Lassner has held “confi dential performance 
assessment discussions” with administrators and others 
who report to him, a group that would include Apple. 
 “Tom Apple is the chancellor of UH Mānoa, and 
President Lassner continues to work with him to ad-
dress the challenges facing UH Mānoa,” she said.
 Reports on Saturday and Sunday claimed that Lass-
ner had informed Apple that he would not continue as 
Mānoa’s chancellor. Apple, who was traveling in Califor-
nia, did not respond to Ka Leo’s attempts to contact him.

MAY 17, 2012: 

UH President MRC Greenwood 
recommends Tom Apple, then 
the provost at the University of 
Delaware, for the open chancel-
lery at UH Mānoa. Despite con-
cerns from faculty, the Board of 
Regents unanimously approves 
Apple’s hiring and offers him a 
salary of $439,000 a year.

JUNE 25, 2012: 

Apple offi cially becomes UH 
Mānoa’s Chancellor. Among his 
activities that day is a Q & A ses-
sion with about 30 communica-
tions students in Kuykendall Hall.

OCT 22, 2012: 

Apple holds the fi rst of his “Cam-
pus-wide Conversations” in 
Kuykendall Auditorium. Begun 
in the wake of the “Wonder Blun-
der,” the forums allow the chan-
cellor to address topics ranging 
from campus security to the 
botched athletic fundraiser.

MAY 6, 2013:

In an interview published in 
Ka Leo, Apple suggests that 
UH may move its sports teams 
to Division II if the athletic 
budget isn’t balanced. “If we’re 
not breaking even in three 
years, I really have to look at 
whether we will continue Divi-
sion 1 athletics,” he said.

JANUARY 15, 2014:

At a faculty senate meeting, 
Apple announces a plan to 
restructure the UH Cancer Cen-
ter’s administration. The reform 
proposal comes as Michele 
Carbone, the center’s director, 
faces multiple grievances.

JULY 15, 2014:

A pple sends out a memo 
announcing a hir ing f reeze 
and  other budget reductions 
that aim to close a $10 million 
budget gap. Faculty question 
whether the hiring freeze will 
prevent them from hiring lec-
turers for the coming year.

APPLE ʼS TENURE AT UH MĀNOA

Tom Apple has 
been UH Mānoa’s 
Chancellor since 
2012.

FILE PHOTO
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    A e r i a l  a d v e r t is i n g  i s  n o t  a  T h r e a t

KRISTEN PAUL BONIFACIO

Opinions Editor

To protect our state’s scenic 
beauty, outdoor advertisments 
are heavily controlled, and our is-
land prides itself in being one of 
only four states that prohibit bill-
boards. 
 So when a mainland aerial ad-
vertising company decided to fly 
one of its planes over O‘ahu, locals 
were angered that this was ruin-
ing Hawai‘i’s natural beauty. How-
ever, this issue is being blown out 
of proportion. The plane is not a 
threat to our islands’ beauty, and 
it’s time that Hawai‘i reevaluates 
its law on aerial advertising. 

THE ROOT OF CONFL ICT
 It’s been a month since the New 
Jersey-based aerial advertising 

company Aerial Banners North 
first flew its advertisment plane 
across O‘ahu’s skies. Since then, 
the plane has continued to be 
sighted towing banners that read 
“Marry me Rachel” and “Advertis-
ing isn’t just for politicians.”
 The company is doing this in 
violation of Hawai‘i’s law regard-
ing aerial advertising. Any form 
of aerial advertising has been pro-
hibited in our islands since 1978. 
In 2005, then-gov. Linda Lingle 
signed a law that further tough-
ened outdoor advertising.
 According to Aerial Banners 
North, the company received a 
waiver from the Federal Aviation 
Administration allowing it to oper-
ate in Hawai‘i. Since federal law has 
supremacy over state law, the com-
pany believes that they are autho-
rized to continue their business.

BLOWN OUT OF PROPORTION
 This issue was handled poorly by 
the state. It was unnecessary for Mayor 
Kirk Caldwell to advise locals to contact 
911 to report any sightings of the com-
pany’s yellow plane. The issue is not 
severe enough that it warrants a call to 
an emergency telephone number. 
 The mayor also stated “natural 
beauty in our state is a top priority,” 
yet he supports the Honolulu Rail 
Transit Project. Despite the benefi ts 
or drawbacks of the rail system, it will 
affect Hawai‘i’s natural beauty. And if 
our island’s beauty is the concern, 
then addressing issues that affect our 
state’s land should be the priority, not 
those that affect our skies.
 Aircraft advertising is also less of an 
eyesore than ads on city buses, which 
have been proposed by the mayor as a 
form of revenue for the state. Aircraft 
advertising can be limited to a single 

or a few aircrafts, while ads could be 
placed on more than 500 city buses. 
 Furthermore if distraction is a 
concern then the hundred of politi-
cal ads on fences should be a topic 
of discussion.

F INDING A MIDDLE GROUND
 The actions taken by Aerial Ban-
ner North in violation of Hawai‘i 
law is a great time for our state to 
reevaluate its aerial advertising law. 
Since Hawai‘i has one of the highest 
state debts in the country, according 
to a report from the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Boston, the government 
should recognize the revenue that 
the advertising industry can provide.
 And the issue of aerial advertising 
doesn’t have to be a black and white 
confl ict.  A form of tax can be estab-
lished on aerial advertising, and the 
state can create numerous restric-

tions that ensures miniscule nuanc-
es, while allowing for the operation 
of aerial advertising. 
 Specific regulations on length 
of time in the air, size and content 
of the banner, elevation levels 
from the ground and off-limit ar-
eas can all be established that can 
satisfy both those living in our 
state and companies hoping do to 
business in Hawai‘i. 
 The negative reaction to this aerial 
advertising issue is irrelevant. Aerial 
Banner North might have violated 
Hawai‘i’s law regarding aerial ad-
vertising, but it is not causing any 
distress, nor is it a harm to Hawai‘i’s 
natural beauty. 
 Issues such as graffi ti, potholes 
and homelessness are not only more 
concerning, but they also impact our 
state’s image more than an aircraft 
pulling a banner. 

LILIAN CHENG / KA LEO O HAWAI‘I
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ACROSS
1 Electrical pioneer Nikola
6 __ and bolts

10 Take the chance
14 Not whispered
15 Morales of “NYPD Blue”
16 Charles Lamb pseudonym
17 Nautically themed boy’s 

outfit
19 Repressed, with “up”
20 Caesar’s rebuke to Brutus
21 JFK prediction
22 Thinly distributed
24 Hi-__ image
25 “9 to 5” singer
27 Beethoven’s 

“Für __”
29 Direction after Near, Far or 

Middle
30 Three-layer cookies
32 Greasy spoon orders, briefly
33 Green __, Wisc.
36 Overplay on stage
37 Nil
38 More than chubby
40 NBA tiebreakers
41 Put down, as linoleum
43 Femmes fatales
44 Pretzel topping
45 Far from posh
47 Filler for Tabby’s box
51 Space between things
54 Pre-riot state
55 Dinghy 

propeller
56 Aww-inspiring?
57 March Madness org.
58 Friendly greeting, and a hint 

to the starts of 17-, 25- and 
47-Across

61 Poster-hanging hardware
62 Jump on the ice
63 Eye surgery tool
64 Picnic spoilers
65 Wobbly walkers
66 Credits as a source

DOWN
1 Stun gun kin
2 Lift the spirits of
3 “Evidently”
4 Doozie
5 Commotion
6 Get snuggly
7 Bar regular’s order, with 

“the”
8 “__-Pan”: Clavell novel
9 Refuses to make changes

10 Leave
11 Like a sentry
12 Classic laundry detergent
13 All finished, as dinner
18 Antique autos
23 Holiday with a seder
25 Showroom exhibitions
26 Website providing restaurant 

reviews
28 Reed of The Velvet 

Underground
30 “Now I get it!”
31 Lab rodent
32 Bridge player’s call
33 “Help yourself”
34 Snake on a pharaoh’s 

crown
35 Thumbs-up
37 Pasta tubes
39 Like stormy weather
42 “It’s __ and a bag of chips”
44 Outback specialties
45 Delays on purpose
46 Designer Saarinen
47 Kinte of “Roots”
48 Peruvian native
49 Parcel of land
50 Apartment vacancy sign
52 “... poem lovely as __”: 

Kilmer
53 Social equals
56 Indian spiced tea
59 Prefix with thermal
60 Compassionate handling, 

briefly
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BRAD DELL

Features Editor

 Jessica Ciufo’s “Color Me In,” a 
fi ctional story about a man discov-
ering how much he would do for 
love, has earned her the honor of 
literary journal Hawai‘i Review’s 
Student of the Month.
 Ciufo is a 26-year-old, self-
described super-senior at UH 
Mānoa. After experimenting with 
majors such as theatre and pre-
veterinary, Ciufo took a class that 
would change her career path.

“Creative writing has been a 
life -long f lirtation for me. I’ve 
always enjoyed writing, but I’ve 
never seriously pursued it,” said 
Ciufo in an email interview. “ So 
it wasn’t until I took Eng 313 
‘Types of Creative Writing’ at UH 
Mānoa that I began to write and 
really fall in love with it.” Follow-
ing that class, Ciufo decided to 
change her major to English and 
pursue a career as an author. 
Ciufo’s undergraduate honors 
mentor Gary Pak feels that she 
has potential in the writing field.
 “She is a dedicated writer-

apprentice who has a good work 
ethic and who is not afraid of try-
ing new kinds of narrative tech-
nique,” Pak said in an email.
 Her experimentation in other 
majors, as well as her interests in 
other studies such as Chinese cul-
ture and Mandarin, have affected 
her range of writing.
 “I think that my varied experi-
ences have given me a lot to write 
about,” Ciufo said. 
 This versatility is refl ected in 
her eagerness to explore differ-
ent perspectives in her writing, as 
demonstrated in her Hawai‘i Re-
view short fi ction, “Color Me In,” 
in which she takes on the point of 
view of a man living in Seattle.
 “I think that Jessica’s ambition 
is clear in her desire to represent 
the consciousness of someone of a 
different sex. It ’s not easy to take 
on a task like this, and I think it 
shows a desire to explore and bet-
ter understand others through her 
writing,” Hawai‘i Review Fiction 
Editor David Scrivner said.
 Ciufo does not completely sepa-
rate herself from her character. 
Instead, she blends in her own 

qualities and experiences. She 
is passionate about rescuing ani-
mals, even going as far as raising 
ducklings for eight weeks in her 
bathtub this summer. Michael, 
the main protagonist in the story, 
demonstrates a similar care by 
adopting a stray cat.
 But there’s more to “Color Me 
In” than a story of animal res-
cue. “There’s this real interest-
ing and volatile situation that’s 
set up for the main character. It ’s 
foreboding, and you can tell that 
this might not end well for him, 
though you really, really want him 
to make it,” said Hawai‘i Review 
Managing Editor Kelsey Amos. 
“It reminds me a bit of ‘Requiem 
for a Dream’ in that way — grit-
ty and harsh but with a core of 
sweetness that is so vulnerable.”
 The story may not have come 
about without the various in-
fl uences that Ciufo encounters 
throughout her daily life. “Color 
Me In” in particular was inspired 
by a photo of a smiling girl, two 
songs and two television shows. 
“My infl uences have changed 
from story to story. ‘Color Me In’ 

is the fi rst story I’ve written that 
has been developed by different 
mediums. I chose to take a step 
back and play with fi ction and 
infl uences of pop culture. ... So I 
feel that I have a lot of freedom to 
explore, retell and create,” said 
Ciufo. Ciufo’s story, as well as 
her determination to consistently 
improve and explore her styles 
of writing, is the primary reason 
that she was chosen to be Hawai‘i 
Review’s Student of the Month.

 “It ’s important that the commu-
nity at UH recognizes the many 
talented and determined artists 
who keep it afl oat,” said Scrivner. 
“Writing is such a solitary activ-
ity, but knowing that others are 
working hard on their craft can 
be a great help and motivator.” 

Jessica Ciufo expands her familiarity with writing
"Super-senior" is Hawai‘i Review's student of the month

“Color Me In” can be read at 
kaleo.org/hawaii_review

LOW- ENROLLMENT CUTS
 “Through their appropriate 
vice chancellors, the deans or 
Directors will recommend or 
suggest potential programs that 
may be eliminated,” Ka‘ai said. 
“At this time, no specific pro-
grams have been identified for 
closure.”
 According to Ka‘ai, the cam-
pus will re-evaluate its fiscal sit-
uation at the end of fiscal years 
2015 and 2016 to determine the 
length the hiring freeze will last.
  Faculty and staff will still re-
ceive raises this year that were 
negotiated through collective 
bargaining with the University 
of Hawaii Professional Assembly 
(UHPA) and other public unions. 

THE UNDERLYING PROBLEM
 According to Apple’s memo, the 
campus has been using approxi-
mately $20 million a year from its 
reserves. 
 Robert Cooney, Faculty Senate 
vice chairman and an associate pro-
fessor in public health, said Apple’s 
plan is a legitimate response to a sig-
nifi cant budget problem.
 “For many years, we’ve just been 
basically digging into the savings ac-
count to cover things, and it’s fast ap-
proaching the point where we’re not 
going to be able to do that anymore,” 
he said.
 He thinks Mānoa is trying to do 
too much, and the question should 
be whether the campus can afford to 
do what it’s doing. 

 “The real fundamental question 
is: Can we afford the expensive 
research, the expensive medical 
school, athletics — which are some 
of the major expenditures,” he said.
 Ka Leo has previously reported 
that each student pays about $2,500 
for the bill.
 “Undergraduate students should 
really be upset about what’s hap-
pening,” Cooney said. “The money 
they’re paying in tuition is not going 
directly for their education and their 
benefi t, and that’s not right.”
 He said that there needs to be an 
open discussion with faculty and stu-
dents on what the campus can afford. 
 Meanwhile, Littman said that Ap-
ple and other administrators don’t 
have the business savvy or budget-

ing experience to manage the uni-
versity’s fi nances. 
 “Administrators have to deal with 
economic issues,” he said. “My ex-
perience with Apple is that he and 
the presidents just don’t have a good 
fi nancial grasp on what it takes to 
run a fi nancial business.”

A CONFUSING PLAN
 The plan has left many students 
and faculty concerned and perplexed.
 As of press time, no faculty Ka 
Leo spoke to have been advised 
about what cuts, if any, would need 
to be made for the upcoming semes-
ter. It was unclear when those deter-
minations would be made, as well as 
how departments would apply for an 
exemption to the hiring freeze.

 ASUH Vice President Kelly Za-
kimi said she and President Ste-
phen Nishihara were still trying 
to gather more information about 
the budget plan before taking a 
stance on it.
 Zakimi spoke on behalf of Nishi-
hara, who was traveling abroad.  
 While she said she supports the 
action Apple is taking to improve 
the campus’s fi nancial situation, 
she added that ASUH would lobby 
against any course section cuts.
 “If course sections are cut as a 
result of this attempt to close the 
budget gap, ASUH is planning to 
take action,” she said. “(They are) 
counterproductive to the Chancel-
lor’s efforts of getting students to 
graduate on time.”

Faculty waiting for details on cutsFaculty waiting for details on cuts
continued from page two
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Ciufo's story, "Color Me In," includes characters based on 
her own interests and experiences.
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PAIGE TAKEYA

Senior Staff Writer

 Rodney Fong has been a men’s 
basketball season ticketholder 
for over 30 years, and ever since 
the Stan Sherif f Center opened 
in 1994, he’s been sitting with his 
family in section E. 
 That tradition will end in the 
upcoming season this fall.
 The Mānoa Maniacs have plans 
to turn the student section at bas-
ketball games into the most raucous 
crowd at any University of Hawai‘i 
sports event. But to do so, they’re 
moving 43 season ticketholders out 
of their seats at the SSC – and those 
longtime fans aren’t happy.
 “You are displacing one of the most 
loyal, most generous donation-wise 
group of people of your fan base, one 
that keeps shrinking,” Fong wrote in a 
letter to athletics director Ben Jay that 
he shared with Ka Leo. 
 But the Maniacs hold fi rm that the 
change, while diffi cult, is ultimately 
for the better. 

THE BREAKDOWN
 The student section at SSC cur-
rently is situated in sections F, G 
and JJ in the lower level, with over-
fl ow in upper section N. Under the 
new agreement, students take E, 
F and G, with overfl ow in upper 
section M. It’s a small but crucial 

difference according to Genevieve 
Bradley, chair of Mānoa Maniacs.
 “It’s really important to have 
a unifi ed section that’s easier to 
direct cheers to and easier for the 
students to feel together, that they’re 
working in collaboration with each 
other. With (section) JJ up and over 
… it was hard to get them engaged 
in anything. I know when we have 
that whole bottom block, it’ll be eas-
ier for everyone to feel like they’re 
involved,” Bradley said. 
 The plans also include a $20,000 
budget for food, merchandise, pep 
rallies and both pre- and post-game 
activities in the fall; six hype leaders 
spread around the section to lead 
coordinated cheers; a standing-only 
section in the rows closest to the 
court; and improved synchroniza-
tion with the cheerleaders, Rainbow 
Dancers and the band. 
 Bradley believes that the new 
seating is laying the structural foun-
dation that the Maniacs need to take 
the student section to the next level. 
 “We’ve had record-breaking 
games in the upper-600s; we 
definitely have the potential to 
fill that whole lower section into 
the upper sections at the top. … 
Once they’re there, then is when 
we can have all the fun with mak-
ing the traditions and creating the 
atmosphere that we’re looking 
for,” Bradley said. 

NOT ABOUT NUMBERS
 But Fong and other ticketholders 
disagree with the Maniacs’ premise.
 “I recognize the efforts made by 
(men’s basketball performance ana-
lyst) Jamie Smith and Genevieve 
Bradley, but without them and the 
draw of free giveaways and special 
promotions, the student attendance 
was sorely lacking,” he said. “If they 
can’t fi ll and act like the crazy stu-
dent section that the athletic depart-
ment wants, the displacement of 
current fans is unwarranted.”
 Fong also believes that the deci-
sion was made without properly tak-
ing into consideration the concerns 
of displaced fans, many of whom 
only learned that they would be 
moved last month.
 Jon Kobayashi, president of 
‘Ahahui Koa Ānuenue, the athletic 
department’s fundraising arm which 
oversees season ticket sales, insists 
that the decision was not made 
lightly or without factoring in the 
consequences. He says there were 
“very frank, very heated” discus-
sions between the Mānoa Maniacs, 
AKA, administration and men’s bas-
ketball coaches.
 “We impressed upon the Maniacs 
that if they’re going to do this, they 
need to be real serious about it,” 
Kobayashi said. He said he and oth-
ers in the department were skeptical 
at fi rst, but they were persuaded by 

the Maniacs’ game plan.
 Smith, who is in charge of promo-
tions for the basketball team, points 
out that average student attendance 
at games has increased by 200 since 
the 2011-2012 season (he locks the 
current average at about 400). What’s 
most impressive about that, he says, 
is that the team did it by themselves.
 “In the past, we had received very 
little to zero outside funding. Every-
thing we did was funded by men’s 
basketball, and the budget was very 
small,” Smith said. Players would 
often go door-to-door in the dorms 
to ask students to attend games. 
The increase in numbers proves 
to Smith that the team can get stu-
dents to come; it’s building the right 
atmosphere once they’re there that’s 
more important. 
 With Mānoa Maniacs fully on 
board with both manpower and fund-
ing, the athletics department is con-
vinced that the vision of an engaged, 
full student section is feasible. 
 “It’s somewhat of a gamble. It is. 
But I think the opportunity is ripe, 
and I want to support the students 
as much as I can,” Kobayashi said.

FOR THE FUTURE
 Kobayashi said that he’s heard 
from six ticketholders who, like 
Fong, are very unhappy with the 
decision. He wants to emphasize that 
the change is not about prioritizing 

students over community members.
 “I try to explain (to the fans): It’s 
not a refl ection of how we value you, 
personally or individually or what you 
stand for. It’s us, at the end of the day, 
just trying to make the best decisions 
for the program as a whole.”
 And an enthusiastic student body 
is something that UH athletics 
sorely needs, according to Smith. 
Despite having the biggest arena 
and one of the largest student popu-
lations in the Big West Conference, 
Hawai‘i’s student section “does not 
compare” to the best of the Big 
West. Even worse, Smith says, is 
that those same Big West schools 
are competing with professional 
sports for attention, and they’re still 
fi lling the arena.
 “We are the NBA team of Hawai‘i. 
There’s no excuse. By the end of 
the year, we’ll have the best stu-
dent section in the Big West,” Smith 
said. With the Maniacs’ plan in 
place, he’s confi dent that the open-
ing game of the season will break 
the all-time student attendance 
record of 654. 
 Smith and Mānoa Maniacs can 
rest assured that ticketholders 
like Fong will be watching to see 
whether it happens.

Visit kaleo.org to learn more about 
compensation offered to Section E 
season ticketholders.

SOURCE: JAMIE SMITH; MITCHELL FONGSOUO RCE: JAMIEE SMITH; MITCHELL FONG
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