
. .. FALSIFICATIONS~ MIS-STATB-ENTS AND DISTORTIONS 00 NOT SERVE THE 

INTERESTS OF TI-iE. ETHNIC STlIDIES PROGRAM 

The Ethnic Studies Program must always welcome and encourage input and criticism 
from staff and students on all aspects of the Program. This criticism must of course 
be both principled and in the interests of the Program. It must adhere to the truth 
and strive for unity. The Kelly Proposal is unfortunately not an honest critique of 
Program development. Instead, it is filled with half-truths, distortions and false 
statements. The purpose of this paper is not to discredit the reasoning behind the 
Kelly Proposal tthe essay by Dean has already roost effectively done this), but 
simply to point out some of the more blatant untruths of the Kelly Proposal. First, 
however, I would like to note three facts relevant to this discussion. 1) The Kelly 
attack on the steering coJ1111ittee and upon their.so-called "right-revisionism" occured 
only after John Kelly's role in the Program was que-tioned by some Steering CoJ1111ittee 
members; this casts doubt on his real motives. 2) Throughout his paper, Kelly uses 
the tenn 11some11 ("some"· say, "somel'anticipate); it should be clear that 11some11 means 
John and Marion Kelly on~y and no one else on the Steering Corrunittee 3) For one who 
claims to be a "Marxist, Kelly's paper is curiously undialectic; it is a raw polemic 
rather than a thoughtful work of the mind. 

~LLY SA.VS: 

1, "Supporting the proposal, one Steering 
Committee member resorted to sharp personal 
attacks with undocumented assertions irrele-
vant to the discussion, and left. 11 

( Page 1) 

THE FACTS ARE: 

During the discussion of April 6, 
:Jolin .Kelly suddenly rose to his feet 
and advanced toward a SC member threat­
ening to strike him. The SC member then 
left the room at the urgings of other 
Steering CoJ1111ittee members. 

2. 11The Acting Director had stated honestl;- ~r An outright falsification! At an 
at prior SC meetings that she felt uneasy ti' early Steering Committee meeting, the 
with Marxist theory in a program infused ~ Acting Director asked if 11the program 
with Marxism.11 (Page 3) ' felt uneasy with her. 11 

' /r:f>. 
3. 11Accompanying the apparent shift in program 
concerns and emphasis is a steady and drastic 
quantitative drop of nearly 50% in ES enroll­
ment since 1973." ( P-age 3) 

4. "Some SC members made a proposal that would 
have resulted in cutbacks in two higher level 
courses (340 and 397) to alternate semesters ••• 
The proposal would undennine the continuity and 
integrity of the two courses by offering them 
only in alternate semesters. (Page 4) 

5. 11It would have created financial hardship 
on the affected staff •11

( ) 
page 4 

In r.eality, there has been no 
"shift 11 and Kelly cannot prove this 
charge anywhere in his paper. We must 
truly examine carefully declining enrol' 
ment, but in the context of Arts and 
Sciences decline and the necessity to 
upgrade our courses. • 

Another mistruth. The position of 
the majority in the Steering Committee 
has basically been that ES 340 will be 
taught each semester and ES 397 every 
other semester. 

At a time when our friends and 
comrades are being evicted in Chinatown 
and many,other places, the idea of 
the "affected staff" (who own a luxuri­
ous, nine room house in the most 
affluent area of Oahu)'pleading "finan­
cial hardship" is very hard to swallow • 
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KELLY SAYS: THE FACTS ARE: 

Administrative "overhead" will not 6. "The Proposal would have enlarged 
administrative overhead by shrinking an · 
existing ES upper level teaching course 
and lowering attendant student/staff 
contact." (Page 4) 

be enlarged and ES staff wfith increased 

~ 
position counts wiil be expected to do 

'1 ~ more teaching (in addition to research 
/I and program development). 

l /. 

7. "Why did the acting di rector attempt 
to distort to the SC the ES 397 students 
reactions to· the course?" (page 7) 

8. "Recently, the acting director profe­
ssed an ignorance of and unease over the 
prevailing interest in and support for 
Marxist theory within the Program. 11 

(Page 7) 

9. In pages 9 and 10, the Kelly paper gives 
us a series of quotes. 

l O. "We need to get the money, but we need 
n't accept the bribe." 

This never happened. The acting direc ~1 

tor simply pointed out the feedback she 
had received from a course participant. 
She "distorted" nothing. 

This never happened. The acting 
director expressed her concern over 
"whether the program was uneasy with her·; 

These quotes either are complete 
fabrications ("We don1t want any more 
trouble with the administration," 
and "We should not allow people with 
outside jobs to teach in the program.") 
or they are taken completely out of 
context ( "We' re part of the un\ vers ity 
We're permanent • . We're trying to get 
a director. These are our objective 
conditions." Some of these quotes are 
attributed to "non-advocates of the 
proposal 11 who are in fact advocates. 

What "bribe?" This is a slander of 
the worst sort. John Kelly has not 
proved in any way that the ES Program 
has devi ated from its goals or ideals. 
In fact, the Program remains more open 
to staff and student input and a real 
role in decision-making than ever in its 
hi story. I 
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We in the Ethnic Studies Program will uphold our responsibilities to the people of 
Hawaii. And just as we die not permit egotism and individual selfishness to destroy 
this Program during the days of Jim Anthony, we will not permit it today. No one wi ll 
be allowed to disrupt and divide this Program. 

ALOHl\ Plm¥\W\ 
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