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Pla~ning · commisSiO 
. . 

recolllmends 
I . . . . . 

rezoning :of ·Wai.hee 1 ,BtJ to ag use 
By Mark Matsun'aga 
-'"""rtiser ~o.,ernment Bur-,au 

The City ·Planning Commission yesterday sup­
ported the rezoning of 6.5 a·cres in Waihee Valley 
from residential to a1ricultural use . 

The commission voted 5-2 to recommend ap­
proval of the rezoning request. which now goes to 
the City Council for action . 

The Waihee requ~st is one ,the first "downzon­
mg" bids to go before the commission in recent 
years 1t grew out of widespread commumty o'p­
poc;ition to proposed residential development -of 
the site. a former taro ~atch . 

Most of the property is in the federally protect ­
'.ed wetland area. The site ts part of a larger par • 
cel whose zoning was changed from agriculture to 
residential in 1969. 1 

After an li.bortivt-aftempt to develop the 9 .2-
acre property a few y!!ars ago, it was sold to WW 
lnvestQrs One, which developed 23 residential lots 
albng Waihtt Road, uphill of the parcel under 
consideration by the commission yesterday. 

Last year. the Army Corps of Engineers reject• 
ed a proposal from WW Investors One to fill in the 
remaining l5.S-acre P,arcel and develop some 41 
houselots there . 

Stanley Arakaki of the Corps ol Engineers ex­
plained yesterday that the corps must approve 
any Cilhng of wetlands, which are protected by 
federal law 

Arakaki said t,hat WW Investors was rejected 
because "we determined that a residenf.ial devel ­
opment wa's not dependent on being in a wet 
land ." 

,ler,ry Wong of WW Investors said that concerns 
Crom th'e Ff sh and Wildlife Service prompted the 
Corps' dr1!1sion Wong said WW 'Invest.ors can 
meet the Fish and Wlddltfe objections by 

• • Pmviiling a reliable source of water for WW 
Investors' development 

• Erec:tmg a fence whJl~ il!r ·property ·borders 
other wetlands to " enhance" tnose . weUandru n~ 

' I 

H..,y, 

\ ' 
\ 
\ 

Rachel Hall next to the WW Investors property . 
said it's- ~:off base" for Wong. to suggest the reme ­
dies on ttall's land . "We're talking about Jerry 
Wong's land," he said . • 

WW lnvestors claims it will lose money if the 
land is downzoned, but Repp!lll said, "Developing. 
just like farming, is a gamtilin~ venture." 

Reppun also suggested that a thorough survey 
of the whole Waihee "bottomland" area be con• 
ducted. Waihee. he said, is relatively unspoiled by 

I:. development compared to 0°ther Windward Bhu -

Paul Schwind, state Depar.tment of Agriculture 
\ 

pUBBS. 

· chief planner, said the sla~ _,,.as recommended 

tinuing decrease in the ac~age of land in tarQ 
· throughout the state and espec1allY on Oahu. 

·\rezoning the site to agriculture. He cited the con-

....__ .., Planning commission members who voted for 
ti_he rezoning were Chairman Harriet Kane . 
Jt8cquelene Lee, Gertrude Zane, Randall Kamiya 
and Bill Pacheco. 

\ commissioners Leslie Hirahara and Stiigeyuki 
Nijcatani, recently appointed to the panel\ by 
M vor Eileen Anderson, voted against the meas-
ur ~ • . ( 

i
heco, who was also recently appointer!! by 

An rson, said it is ,a, "sad situation" ttjlrt so 
m or Hawaii's ropct m1.1st be imported. 

w~ should encour9g~ farmini. •• he said . . 
Hirtlhara . however, said ar(JUments ror· the 

rezoiibl1 '!didn't impress or move me. I don 't 
tHlnk•~hey; brouliht up a good case to warrant 
rezoning ." • 

· Na*ni ,declined .to say why he voted again ~! 
protc!ct birds ,there , fife• rez,oning . 

• Citlaranteei~g .financially that t.m-o•fal'rilina.dm Alu1 ~esterday, the commission heard testt-
neignboring sites continues mony .lit support of propose .d expansion or 

WW Investors. he .said. wo.uld do those thing!! Kahumima counsel!n,t center in Waianae The 
only if the Corps pf Engineer~· gr.ants . it ·per.mis- commiss10n can grant or deny a special use per -
1aon t_p hll in its prqpe.r-ty. ' . , mit that ')llouJd allow the expansion. Action was 

John Reppun, who farms tarn on land owned by postponed 1unlil April 28. 
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