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The City Planning Commission yesterday sup- . \
ported the rezoning of 6.5 acres in Waihee Valley :
from residential to agricultural use.

The commission voted 5-2 to recommend ap-
proval of the rezoning request. which now goes to
the City Council for action.

The Waihes, request ‘is one the first ‘'downzon-
ng"’ bids to go before the commission in recent
years. It grew out of widespread community op-
position to propose& residential development of
the site, a former lara ’patch

Most of the property is in the federally protect-
%ed wetland area. The site 15 part of a larger par-
cel whose zumng was changed from agriculture to
residential in 1969, f

After an abortive ahempt 1o develop the 9.2-
acre property a [éw years ago, it was sold to WW
Ihvestors One, which developed 23 residential lots
albng . Waihee Road, uphill of the parcel under
consideration by the ¢commission yesterday.

Last year, the Arm¥ Corps of Engineers re]ect-
ed a proposal fromm WW Investors One to fill in the
rempining B.5-acresparcel and develop some 41
houselots there. . .

Stanley Arakaki of the Corps of Engineers ex-
plained yesterday that the corps must approve
any fillng of wetlands, which are protected by
{ederal law.

Arakaki said that WW Investors was rejected
because “‘we determined that a residential devel-

} rezoning the site to agricul

opment wis nol dependent on being in a° wetoriel
land " SHRIAC!

Jerry Wong of WW Investors said that concerns
from tHe F{sh and Wildlife Service prompted the !'protdet birds there: [
Corps’ defision. Wong said 'WW 'Investors! can‘ L
meet the Fish and Waldlife objections by~ « =]

e Providing a reliable source of water for ww
Investors® development

e Ereating a fence where its: property horders
other wetlands to “‘enhance" thnse wetlands and

Ny 1

' neighboring sites continues

only if the Corps of Engmeers grants it permis-
sion tp fill in its property.
. John Reppun, who farms tarn on land nwned by

. & Gharanteeing fmancmllv thal tafu*farmu\s,dm

WW Investors. he seid, would do those thmgs

'nd to ag use

Rachel Hall next to the WW Invesmrs pmperty.
said it's |'off base’ for Wong to suggest the reme-
dies on Hall's land. “We're talking about Jerry
Wong's land,”" he said. .

WW Investors claims it will loge money i the
land is downzaned, but Reppun said, *Developing,
just like farming, is a gambling venture."

Reppun also suggested that a thorough survey
of the whole Waihee “‘bottomland’ area be con-
ducted. Waihee, he said, is relatively unspoiled by

i development compared to olher Windward ahu-
'~ puaass.

Paul Schwind, state Depnrtm:nt df Agriculture
chief planner, said the stale has recommended
fure. He cited the con-
tinuing decrease in the acreage of land in targ
throughout the state and especxa{ly on Oahu.

Planmng commission membears wha voted for
the rezoning were Chairman Harriet Kane.
Jtacquelene Lee, Gertrude Zane, Randall Kamiya
and Bili Pacheco.

-Commlssmners Leslie Hirghara and Shigeyuki
Na,katam. recently appointed to the panelg by
Mayor Eileen Andersun. vouad against the rneas-
ure.

Pacheco, who was also recently appointe:g by
Anderson, said it is a *‘sad situation’ that so
much of Hawali’'s fopd must be imported.

‘‘We should encourage farming,” he said. jud

Hirahara, however, said! arguments fort 'the
rezoiting <didn’t imipress or move me. 1'don’t
tHini'ithey: brought “up " good  case to wartant
rezoning."’ *

Nak#am declmed 1o say w‘hy he voted againal
fHe: rezoning.

(Alsp westerday, the commission heard test-
mony .in support of proposed expansion of
Kahumena counseling centei in Waianae The

 commission can grant or deny a special use per-
it that would allow the expansion. Action was

postponediuntil April 28.
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