KOHALA, A RURAL MICROCOSM
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Well known to Hawaii Nei, but perhaps not to the world, is the unique
northwest corner of Hawaii known as the Kohala district. This point
of land, an area of roughly 325 square miles, is indeed a little world
containing a rich variety of industries, population groups, and social patterns.

Three features in Kohala determine the division of land for productive
uses - altitude, rainfall, and prior ownership. As in much of Hawaii Nei,
large areas of Kohala are held by the Territory for lease purposes.
The close control by large estates and corporations, in leasing and owning
the available land, largely determines the type of industries that exist;
these in turn are dependent on wide micro-climatic differences throughout
the Kohala area. There is virtually no free market in land exchange,
in agriculturally important areas and on beach lands. There are those
who feel that this limits potential economic development, but, on the other
hand, skillful management of a few industries by large operators with
capital and skillful marketing techniques probably brings more economic
gain to this areanow than would scattered marginal endeavors by individuals.

The Kohala Sugar Company, a large well-organized corporation,
grows cane and mills and ships raw sugar. Its holdings are a large part
of the arable land in Kohala, as well as an appreciable portion of the
major watershed windward of the Kohala mountains. This company em-
ploys about 690 men of various racial extractions whose wages and working
conditions are purportedly the best of all sugar workers in the world.
This was not always the case, but since World War I, enlightened manage-
ment has largely atoned for the excesses of the past, while maintaining
a reasonable balance between efficient production and the demands of
labor leaders - incessant demands which could conceivably destroy the
sugar industry. The Kohala Sugar Company is wisely endeavoring to tap
wider markets by including in its plantings considerable Macadamia nut
acreage, and has under investigation many tropical plants that would serve
to diversify its operations if it becomes desirable to de-emphasize sugar
production.

Besides the Kohala Sugar Company, other sugar producers exist,
whose economy is directly linked to that of the Kohala Sugar Company,
a fact that became painfully apparent to them during a recent sugar strike.
With some assistance from the plantation, these growers cultivate cane
on leased or privately-owned land. Their cane is harvested and milled
by the plantation. The income from this endeavor has made many in-
dependent planters wealthy. However, during labor strife, they face the
same problems as plantation management but have no voice in labor
relations; curiously enough, some independent growers, as plantation
laborers, at times have had to strike against their own interests.

Next in importance to sugar production, cattle ranching dominates
the Kohala economy. Kahua Ranch, a division of Parker Ranch, and
several smaller cattle operations use almost all of the land on the Kona
side of the Kohala Mountains. The cattle are shipped to local and Honolulu
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Editors® note: this article was written prior to statehood.







