
~-

-) Names and Faces 03 
Entertainment D8-8 
TV Tonight 07 

.. . 

. . . . 

. . \, 

- . 
---
• --
--
-

. . 

Editor's note: The Navy has reviewed this 
report for classified data. 

Coutts kept his cool until they slit his teddy 
bear's throat. 

There it was, stuffin8 showing and every­
thing, so it's hard to blame the guy for allow­
ing some measure of annoyance to cross his 
normally pfacid features. And it a four-letter 
word or two passed his lips, why, it's-under­
standable. 

In the submarine service, they call it "ping­
ing." similar to when sonar locks onto the 
enemy. Among undersea sailors, pinging 
means you finally got a guy where it hurts . 

Blowing sanitary · 
By and large, a submariner is as gracious as 

the next guy. But it takes a special l:>reed to 
handle the artificial environment. 

For that and other reasons, those who earn 
their dolphins, comparable to an aviator's 
wings, consider themselves the Navy's elite. 
And as with any competitive class, they are 
continually testing themselves and one anoth­
er. By prank and prod, they search for signs 
of weakness. 

Slander washes off a typical submariner like 
water off a walrus, but occasionally a guy gets 
peeved and pulls down mor.e pings. 

The ones who really come unglued ate 
scrubbed, of course, cqnsigned to civilian life 
or "dirtball" duty aboard destroyers or dth~r 
surface shi s. But it 's par for a little squirrelt-

erfy oft 
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ar from land, in a world without sunlight, men 

slice through the depths in sleek ships. They make 

their own air, distill their own 'water, and can cruise 

as far as their chow and composure allow. 
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under the waves. . 
One crewman ;eealled the time he and a 

colleague donned dark .glasses in the manner 
of The Blues Bro~hers, popularized by Dan 
Aykroyd and John Belushi. 

The four launch tubes in the torpedo room 
were empty as the two sat at the firing panel 
enjoying their impersonation, which ruled out 
any chance of sinking a carrier or causing 
other such embarrassments, which explains 
the captain's lax reaction as he walked atol,lnd 
the corner. , 

"What are you two doing?" -
".We're on a mission f.rom God .• , 
"Well, rm glad you'r¢ on some kind of mis­

siQp," he said and walked -away. 
Sailors new to •su~s usually are gullible 

See' Nq,tune'~ on P~e D,.~ .. 
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ough to accept the infamous 
mai> buoy'' ass!gnmenL It's obvi­
us wnen you think about it that 
lters and cookies from Ma would 

ot t>d dropped off at buoys on the 
pe rt ocean, but eager crewmen 
,ave swallowed lhat one for years. 

"We've actually had youngsters 
ressed m foul weather gear and 
,ats....teady to go up the ladder," 

u~d one old-timer, age 21 or 
? 

~Y (ar the cruelest stroke is to 
em~Ve the warning sign on the 
1ead • when the ship is "blowing 
anitary," leaving the next custom­
ir engible for the Golden Flapper 
\.w1n:t!. As the nush handle de­
:c~n~ • compressed air intended to 
>last,.the bilge brew overboard in­
it~clfl.,.1explodes skyward, bathing 
.h~ victim in brown effluvium. But 
haL n'~sn't happened in a while. 

A 'ransom note 
Co1\tl$ is Doug Coutts, a young 

sonar"1.echnician from just out.side 
Atia!\eim. Calif. 

Tl1!' "bear was a present from a 
gullf!liend. Al first he kept ll on his 
ounk .... 

Af~~ the terrorist attack, he lock­
cl tt • !JP in his sea-locker in the 
arraclts at Pearl Harbor. It was 
asf enough to sew up the bear•~ 

neck. and Coutts allowed as how ·he 
·wouldn't have minded, except that 
tt "-tEI present from this girl." 

Anoilter crewman said, "He let it 
npw that it bothered him and 

t's 'l\'hen his bear was· kidnap-
~ : · Ping. ping. . 
When his locker was rifled, bear 

µcti;d and a ransom note recelv-
• Coutts broke cover and reported 

t to the chief of the boat, who put 
out the word that the bear was to 
1(} released unharmed. It was, and lilt matter dropped, except that 

w eks afterwards the men were 
:tt,1 1 talking about it. like it was 
1·h~ funniest thing that's happened 
Ql" a long time. 

.~uclear speedsters 
• 'l'he world or modern submarines 

1~ one of heavy responsibility and 
buo}ant humor. Life revolves 
~r6und high technology and relent­
lc-:s repet1t1on. meager exercise and 
UJterrupted sleep, big meals and lit• 
t)e privacy. 

ub duty demands the highest 
andards or the Navy. 'l'he training 

1 great, the pay good and· it's an 
~ ent,µre, just like the recruiting 
a.:f$sa;t. 
· t!ut fmhke crossing the prairies m 

• ,qonJ?stoga or hiking Haleakala. 
l,t; no• an adventure in the healthy 
{r.aditil5n of the great outdoors. 

is ~dventures go, sub duty is 
more t!ike setting a space orbit 
endurance record. Or breaking out 
01' a lafe, Houdini-style. It takes 
U!chni;al skill and an unassailable 

, ;'J. 
·, 

,, 
• . .I 

., J · • · ; .: "Watch tho se things. 
, chop a finger off." l• i 
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Crewmen In the control room wear emergency air masks during a fuel spill 
drill. :The panels at right and In the background control the ship's speed, 
angle, direction and ballast tanks 

The skipper, Capt. Al Marshal:"The first 10 years you're learning the next 10 
you're teaching." • 

A sailor gets some exercise with a set of chest­
springs in the narrow space next to Kermit, the 
submarine's backup diesel engine . 

San Francisco. one of s ix Los 
Angeles-class submarines based at 
Pearl Harbor. 

The Los Angeles-cla ss submarine 
ts the Cadillac of the so-called 
"hunter-killer" fleet. Except for the 
new Trident. it's the biggest U.S. 
sub afloat, making World War II 
vintage and even modem diesels 
look like sardine cans. 

Commissioned last year, the San 
Francisco is 360 feet long, 33 feet 
wide. displaces 6,000 tons, makes 
air, d1sl.!lls water and can patrol for 
as long as the food and fissionable 
fuel hold out. The price tag was 
$600 m11lion. 

Equipped with MK 48 torpedoes 
I Tl d d ' I e et -• 

armed With Tomahawk crul6e mis­
siles in the mld-1980s. the San 
Francisco and its classmates will be 
able to launch nuclear warheads at 
distant cities and defenae centers, 
taking on a strategic role thu s far 
reserved for their cousins. the 
Poseidon ballist ic m1ss1le subma­
rines. 

The submarine service i& alf.o the 
Silent Service, meaning it s mem­
bers guard their lore like maB1c: 
tricks. 50 it was not without cond1• 
t1ons that the Navy endorsed my 
cruise. Under the ground rules, the 
nuclear reactor was off limits and 1 
was foresworn to secrecy regarding 
such niceties as torpedo ranges and 
rbe soeed anrl death a[ tbe ahJP, 

· satl faster than 20 knots (23 mph) 
and dive deeper lhan 400 feet. But 
it was not on the basis of 20 knots 
400 feet that the captain issued me 
an "honorary nuclear speedster" 
certificate - signed by King Nep­
tune - for having descended "deep 
into my subaqueous kingdom m the 
USS San Francisco (SSN-711) at 
such great speed and m such 
maneuvers heretofore not wit• 
nessed. " 

Angles and dangles 
Neptune's Cadillac cruised out 

and down, doing maneuvers and 
~ Us in an a5:5igned area about 60 

upcoming deployment to waters far­
ther west. 

As with all subs , the San Francis­
co must be "trimmed" on each voy­
age, with ballast tanks adjusted to 
balance the new stores and bodies 
aboard That accomplished, we 
went through what reisembled a car 
chase through the streets or Name­
sake City, a roller coaster ride 
known as "angles and dangles " -
diving at 10 degrees, then saihng up 
at 10, diving at 15, then up at 15, 
down 30, up 30, then banking hard 
right, then hard left, and so on until 
those things not tied down were 
1denlifled by their' characteristic 
crash. · 

"I just heard a forward door 

At a steady speed, cours~ and 
depth. there 1s no apparent motion, 
no sound but the air conditioning, 
no sunshine. 

After weeks al sea, crewmen 
awaken unsure whether 4:20 means 
morning or afternoon. They don't 
care . Chow call at 5 is breakfast or 
dinner. They'll know then. 

In the control room, where the 
periscope is, sailors know it's Jlight­
time when the officer of the deck 
wears red rimless glasses. The red 
is to preserve night vision in case 
an emergency or a scheduled satel­
lite message requires the sub to sur­
face. 

The men soon adjust to roles m a 
non.stop three act play. A day no 
longer has 24 hours, but 18 - six 
hours on watch, 12 hours off. 

Except for the captain and execu­
tive offler, who are always on. each 
of the crew bends to this routine. 
With time m between devoted to 
drill s and other duty . For the JUnlor 
officers and sailors, that means 
learning about the boat's countles s 
electronic and hydraul ic systems . 
Shuteye or the mess deck menu of 
music, cards or a library book are 
sandwiched in between . 

Time in this opaque bottle 1~ 
measured not in lengthening 
shadows, but in the cycle of famil­
iar settings •.. silver napk in nngs 
on the wardroom table ... an 
after-dinner backgammon ma tch 
... popcorn and cola and a Goldie 
Hawn movie .. . midnight Thurs-
day pizza rations ... reading Popu-
lar Mechanix, Omni and Car and 
Driver on a stainless steel seat. 

The elusive Boing fish 
Jules Verne fans may be disap­

. pointed to learn Navy submarines 
have no big window through which 
to watch marlin and squid. 

On or near lhe surface , closed 
c1rcwt televisions around the ship 
show the view olft the periscope. 
but the sub's true "portholes" are 
the sonar screens. Sonar equipment 
picks up noises from vessels •and 
marine life and translates them into 
green waterfalls, waves and · tear­
drops on TV-like consoles. 

By watching the displays and lis­
tening to their sources, sonar 
technicians can identify just- about 
everything out there. 

An exception ls the Boing fish, an 
elusive crea,Lure scientists believe to 
be a whale. It leaves a very notice­
able smutch on the screen and l • 
heard its telltale "boing" myself 
after borrowing some headphbnes. 

Sonar men swear it sounds just 
like an electronic transmission . 

According to a Navy handbook. 
"Bolng sounds have been observed 
mainly in late fall and early winter 
off San D\ego and m the Hawaiian 
area. They are- especially common 

~ 
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sure the galley is clean. 
l f an appendix QUrsts or other 

~urger y is needed right away, 
Hospitalman lsl class McNamara 
will do lhe honors. On the ward­
room table. 

r 
ltM:t .. Ailor• JOQk back on the ac­
count b@a of. a <!lreer, missed 
christeninp and birthdays make 
heavy d~blta. 

What's more distressing. there's 
no opportunity for any real, heart­
thumping exercise - for blowing 

. psychic sanitary (except by slitting 
the throats or tedoy bears, etc.) 
After IO.week deployments, you'd 
think the men would all be hearing 
Being fish sans sonar. 

Subculture 
As a rule, the dolphin clan is a 

close fraternity or intelligent and 
highly-motivated men who are 
given big jobs very early. (No 
women sail on sutimarines yet.) 

All officers were screened person­
ally by Adm. Hyman Rickover. Ex-

"I misaed It when my daughter 
was barn," says one chief petty offi­
cer. "I missed Christmas. I missed 
my anniversary . When my son be­
came a WebeJas, I waan'l there." 

A six-year sonar tech explains 
why he was leaving the Navy fqr a 
civilian Job: "If I stay in, I got two •

1

,, 
choices. I could go to shore duty 
and lose $4,000 a year, or go to sea 
and not see my wife." 

"It's mt1rder on a marriage," saya 
another sailor. 

"We had one guy from the inner 
city of Chicago," recalls Lt. Jon Po-

cept for the supply officer, an en- 'L ded I,_ bear' 
sign whose job is solely that, they OQ Ju, 
lear.n every wire and widget on the Undersea life brings other .pres-
~h1p - how to operate the reactor, sures. • 
navigat e. drive, plot sonar contacts A allor crouchu with a boolt in 
and fire weapons. the tiny companionway comer jµst 

As junior-grade lieutenants, age outside the officers' wardroom. 
~24 or 25, they begin to stand oblivious to passers-by. 
watches as o{ficer of the deck, mak- During battJestaUons, 20 people 
mg them responsible for the opera- cram Into the control room, mt:asur­
tion and safety of the enllre ship ing six steps by eight. Before dm­
and crew of 127. ner, the mess deck is like high noon 

Skipper s of nuclear submannes, at Ala Moana Center. 
us uall y Navy commanders, are The sub at times seems to have 
among the highest paid omcers in the space and pac, of an anthill. By 
the military. Last year Marshall day three, that's what began to get 
made SSI,000, whu:h Includes sea to me. 
pay. nuke pay and skipper's pay. The head and shower offer 

Add to that free medical benefits temporary privacy, but the closest 
for himself and hia family back in thing to pmonal turf ls your cur• 
V1r.ginia, and cheap meals when tained bunk, part ot a triple Uer and 
he's at sea. (My mess bill for three measuring 18 inches high, 24 lnches 
days came to $11.10.) wide. 

A 1962 Annapolis graduate, Mar- Thanks to a. design flub, Nep--
~haJI is a good example of how a tune's Caddie has fewer bunks than 
submarine officer climbs the career bodle11, On our cruise, the ship had 
ladder. only a P.artial load or weapona, so 

After post-graduate training, He some sailors shacked up next lo the 
if! ved as u:eactor lockPv ahoard a 1 

1
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land. "He's the only guy I've ever 
seen pull a knife on someone on 
board a submarine Whoa." The 
sailor was scrub bed and later bust• 
ed for drugs. 

Kurt Vlestenz, chief of the boat, 
the sub's top chief petty officer, 
puts 1t this way: "Sometimes a guy 
will close himself up. become an­
tisocial. He doesn't want to com-

municate. Somebody usually'U see it 
and break it up. On long operations. 
you have a lot of time to think _ 
about your family. your work _ 
and sometimes you get into it too 
much. The boat inside becomes 
smaller. Where men can take out 
some of their tension 1s the mess 
decks. T-he only other way 1s lo find 
yourself a comer and a book." 

I thei:e are the mdA 
n t1m,. of li'ar. the Marshalls and 

and machin~ d coultses aboard 
McNamara an bmarine s - wtfo 
hunter -killer •:val campaign. 
may decide' n ce the ene my • 

In time of pea The camp aign 
Houdini' s safe. ·~ 
again st a caunterpomt of pmgs. I~ 
keeping catJTJ. 
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<¼~Ut l ® mu~~ soulh of Oahu. The 
,ound ~ a lso h.ive been reported off 
PonamJ , nd a far west. as Okinawa 
and Ja,P.iln . . Often the sounds 
•~m to' alternat <' from near and 

d1•tant sour<:t<i as 1f the sour ces 
were •commun tcali ng. Only one caae 
was reported m which these sounds 
w~re observ ed m the presence Qf 

Cl'1endly (Sovu.•t) <·ontacts " 
Apart froll'I p ky bomgs, and 
·tthouL getung trilo the vagar1efi or 

t.'"nderwater acoustics. suffice it to 
~Y the Navy has become quite 

..a ept at detec t.mg and trackln t 
1ps. Apd ,it can be done witho ut 
ittin g rad ilT or "active" sona r 

) ves that would tip off the compe. 
il t-ion. . 

Kermit must breathe 
Despite- its dar,k-alley advantag e. 

1 nucl~lr sub faces a unigue set of 
1 pQtent1al disasters. 
• Fi re ,s a nightmare aboard any 
~hip, but on a submarme smoke has 
,o place to go except the ventila , 
t 10h sya tem The same hazard 
dppli es wi th a fuel spill, when 

• fames could quickly poison the air. 
A! soon as the alarm , oun d" 

therefor e , crewmen put on l(.lis 
ma~k,i Each ma sk has a 10-foot 
hose that 1s hooked ~ to emer ~en­
,.y air ducts With ouUets every few 
tep :.. 
The problem s then become com­

murncatlon - vo ice are badly muf­
fle!'! behind the mask s - and move­

, m,~ t. In order to move beyond 10 
' J 

feet. a sa ilor ~ t..w,sorew his hose 
and hold hf~ bream. 

A react« :shutdbWn or "scram" 1s 
anoth ~r worry. Scram drill s require. 

1 the submarine to come to perb cope . 
depth to •isnorkel" air. for Kemut, I 
the backup dieael engine. 

In wartime, that would increa se , 
the .risk of exposing the sub to the 
enemy. 

But there a~ no alternative s and 
not much time. U the crew can't 
get the diesei running witfiin two 
nours, the lights go ouL 

Sic transit appendix 
If. against the captain' s warning, 

a door slams on someone's finger, 
the ship 's medical corpsman sprihgs 
into action. 

"I've }lad people almost cut their 
hands Qff," SJYS Tim McNamara. a 
medic for IA ye~. McNamara has 
seen cases as serlou , as a heart at­
tack, but far mor~ eommonplace are 
cuts, colds and chipped fillings, he 
says. 

Syringes . swabs arl'd a microscope 
are about the extent or his equip­
ment. and. to make things more 
conrusing. medlcal supplies are. scat­
tered throughout the ship in case 
fire or flooding blocks oft certain 
compartments. 

Unlike big,sullface ships, a subma­
nne can't easily evacuate a patient, 
so McNam.tra's chief task Is keeping 
the crew h~althy and stabilizing the 
serious cases un til the sub can get 
into porL He also keeps tabs on the 
crew 's radiation doses and makes 

See Neptune' s on Page D-5 


