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When the Japanese immigrants came to Hawaii, they
brought with them, along with other cultural institutions,
several of the principal sects of Japanese Buddhism.2 Six of
these Buddhist sects, Shin, Nichiren, Shingon, Tendai, Jodo,
and Zen, are represented by temples or organized groups in
Honolulu. When all the sub-sects and branches are included
in the enumeration, there are 19 Buddhist temples in Hono-
lulu.

Honpa Hongwanji.—All of the sects have been affected
more or less by the American setting. Perhaps the most
westernized temple in Honolulu is the Honpa Hongwanji,?
located on upper Fort Street. Here the influence of the west
is reflected in the architecture of the temple as well as in the
religious rites.

Regular services of the Honpa Hongwanji are held
every Sunday at the temple for different age groups, and
here also the innovations from the west are apparent. The
most obvious innovations are found in the four sections ot
pews which fill a large portion of the spacious hall, and in
the western pipe organ, choir, and pulpit located to the right
of the highly ornate Buddhist altar. Beginning at 6:00 A.M.
on Sundays, there is a sunrise service at the temple for
adults. The children’s ceremony for grade children begins
at 8:40 A.M. for half an hour and serves as a brief gathering
in the temple hall of all the Sunday School children prior to
an instructional period which is conducted at the Fort Street
Japanese Grammar School. The High School group’s service
which is conducted immediately after the children’s service
is mainly for young people between the ages of twelve and
eighteen years. Student boarders at the high school dormi-
tories are required to attend this service, which consists of
several chants, responses, and hymns. The noisy conversa-
tions of the boys in the left section and the girls in the right
section of the temple quickly subside as the organ beging tou
play and all bow their heads and press the palms of their
hands together in silent meditation. The next hour is de-

1 Because of limitation of space, this artiele covers only some of the ex-
ternal features of Buddhist temples in Honolulu. The original study,
from which this article is extracted, dealt with (1) the history of the
sect: (2) a description of the temple: (3) the type of congregation: (4) a des-
cription of a service: and (5) the activities of the temple.

See Brinkley, Cap’t Frank: A History of the Japanese People, New York,

1915, pn. 369372 for short comméntaries on the nature and significance of

the different sects in the Buddhist thought system.

3 Since its introduction to Honolulu in 1897, this temple has grown steadily

both in prestige and membership, until today it has the largest member-
ship (1000) in the Territory of Hawaii.
Honpa Hongwanji is a subdivision of the strong Shin sect founded by
Shinran Shonin in 1224 A D. Of its ten sub-sects in Japan, the Hongwan-
ji branches, Nishi (ITonpa) and Higashi, are the only ones represented in
Hawaii. As preaching centers of Shinran Shonin’s teachings, the Honpa
IHongwanji has a central temple and seven small district branches located
throughout the city. The Higashi Hongwanji has two sub-branches in
addition to its central temple.
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