BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: David Ka‘awa Hewahewa

David Ka‘awa Hewahewa was born in Kailua, O‘ahu in 1961. He enjoyed playing football as a
youth which eventually played a large role in his decision to go to Lahainaluna. He attended
Lahainaluna from 1977-1980, where he played sports and discovered his love for agriculture. He
speaks about his time in Lahaina spent with friends and coaches, eventually graduating high
school and moving into the work force, getting married and working as a Contractor while
supporting his family. He moved to O‘ahu, but ended up back in Maui where he now stewards
‘aina with his sons. David Hewahewa speaks to his experiences as a boarder at Lahainaluna, and
how they fundamentally shaped him, and how those experiences impacted his life trajectory.

David Ka‘awa Hewahewa at his farm in Makawao on November 11, 2022.
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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW
with
David Ka‘awa Hewahewa (DH:)
November 11, 2022
Makawao, Maui

BY: Ty Kawika Tengan (TT)

[NOTE: Also present in the interview is Micah Mizukami, Associate Director for the Center of
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Oral History, and Wailana Medeiros, GA]
You okay?
Yeah.
Okay. We can ho‘omaka then. All right. Aloha mai kakou. We're here with David
Ka‘awa Hewahewa. It is November 11th, 2022. The time is 11:24 a.m., interviewer is Ty
Kawika Tengan, also along with Micah Mizukami and Wailana Medeiros. We are here at
Hokunui, is that right? Hokunui Farm in Makawao and doing the oral history on the
Lahainaluna boarder project. So again, aloha and mahalo for for agreeing to be a part of
this. Could you start by just stating your full legal name?
Yeah. Aloha mai kakou. My name is David Ka‘awa Hewahewa.
And when and where were you born?
I was born in Coconut Grove, Kailua, O‘ahu in 1961.

Hmm. And who are your parents?

My dad is David Paoakalani Hewahewa, he's from Hilo, and my mother is Beryl
Ka“‘alaokalani Stern, and she was raised in Palolo, in Kapahulu, Palolo area.

And what were their occupations?

My dad worked for petroleum. He was a truck driver for a long time. Then he switched to
maintenance. He'd work on the docks and transfer fuel and maintain the fuel in all those
tanks by the airport or whatever. And my mom just worked in the bank, she was a teller,
and then later on she branch manager or whatever. Years went by. You know. Kailua
bank forever, everybody knew her. You know. So.

And are the ancestors on your father's side? And from where?
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My dad's side is Hewahewa, they're originally from Kohala I believe, but he was raised in
Hilo. And then his mother's a Lalakea, they're also out of Hilo and Waiakea, Waiakea
homesteads. And | just seen some had some paperwork that was actually a birth
certificate of my grandmother that they made when she was in her fifties because she
didn't have one. So it kind of described a lot of that action in that time in Hilo in the-my
dad was born in 36 and then he moved to O‘ahu—probably about ten—I don't know if was
because of the tidal wave or what happened, but he then came to O‘ahu in the late forties.

And how about on your mother's side?

My mother's grandmother is from Kipahulu on Maui, and then her dad's side is actually
born and raised Kaua‘i but he was was pure German, so they came from a lineage of
German. I don't know why they came or whatever, but, but he is born and raised Kaua‘i,
from what I know. And then he came to Hana, I think, because they had sugar plantation
in those times. So they had met and they had trouble because everybody never like, you
know, them each other, so they ended up moving to Kalihi. So my grandmother was
raised in Kalihi.

What was the Kipahulu ‘ohana name?
Papa‘ole.
And how many siblings do you have and where are you in the order?

I'm the oldest and | have one sister and two brothers, pretty close in age. You know, my
sister's a year younger and then two years—my brother, my brother is quite younger. Ten
years younger. Some ten. . .eight Years younger. My youngest. Yeah.

And where did you grow up?

Yeah, we grew up Coconut Grove, Kailua, O‘ahu. So it was kind of a suburb, but it was
still little bit country still yet, you know, in those days in Kailua, compared to now. Pretty
much, you know, there's three kinds of guys who grew up in Kailua was like the park
rats, which I was one of those. Then you had the river rats, like the guys who hang out by
the swamps and crab. And | mean, we do that, too, but like they all day they do that, you
know. And then maybe the punky guys or whatever, you know, those are the three
different neighborhoods of how you grow up there, basically.

What did it mean to be a park rat?

Well, you're always at the parks, like, you know, so | was the oldest so | had to battle
older kids. And you get run over, you get, you know, whatever you just got to handle,
you know, so you're always outside basically playing. And then your parents, kind of
steered us towards sports. So | was always at the park. My dad coached football, so | was
always Waterboy or something like that at the parks, and my uncles was really good in
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baseball and stuff too, so, so young, you know, doing that kind of stuff that was always at
the parks, basically all day. We go beach too, and stuff. And, you know, we Hawaiian
too. So we still did Hawaiian things that we didn't know was Hawaiian we just did them.
We had luaus, we had kalua pig. We did all those things, same things. But for the most
part, we was—kind of my dad them | think they want to more Americanized cause they
grew up real kuahiwi. So he just felt that it was time to try and make us get ahead or
something. You know?

How long were you living in Coconut Grove? All your childhood?

No, up to 12. And then we moved to Enchanted Lakes. Which is kind of across town, it
was kind of new. And then | was there two or three more years maybe, and then | went to
Lahaina as a boarder.

What was the neighborhood in Enchanted Lakes like?

It was more new. But, you know, our neighborhood, we have kind of all working class
too though you know, it was all like construction guys or, you know, most everybody in
the neighborhood worked in town. All the dads pretty much all drove. You know, and
then. But yeah, typical working class neighborhood, you know. Coconut Grove, little bit
older homes. Then moved to a little bit newer homes, you get carpet, you get different
things that "wow", you know, that kind of stuff. And you're not just surrounded by lots of
houses. Like in Coconut Grove, you really surrounded with trails of houses. And.
Whereas maybe in Enchanted Lakes would be one street, you know, and then you.
Whatever.

And what kinds of families are there ethnic wise?

Ahhh mostly Ja-we had Hawaiians on our street and was kind of the, was kind of proud
of that like there was only Hawaiians on the street, you know, because they made it
supposedly, you know kind of thing. But a lot of Japanese, haole too. But we had
Hawaiians too, plenty Hawaiians too. Yeah.

And where do you live now?

I live Waikapu. Waikapu, Maui.

What's the community like where you live now?

Probably same kind of suburb, but a working class. Everybody over there is working like
either construction or some form of hands working. Not too much office people. Pretty
much, I think. I mean, get, but for the most part firefighters, cops, you know, that kind of

stuff that kind of neighborhood.

How long have you been there?
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15 years now. Yeah, | was a framer, carpenter. So we—I had a deal | got to, like, build my
own house on the side it was part of a deal. Some kind of-that is how I got my house,
actually, because before | was hard, you know, in construction. You get loans, and that no
really work out for you, you know, so it's hard to really buy something. Like I invested in
something bad early in life that kind of screwed me later. You know, a condo. But
anyway, I've been in that neighborhood for. 15 years, '08 1 think, yeah.

Who's your spouse?

My wife is Miriam, they call her Tiny, she’s a Kekona, and they're from Kahakuloa
Valley. And Wailuku, too. She comes from a heavy Hawaiian family. Straight Kahakuloa
or Pakukalo. She is probably almost pure Hawaiian, pretty close.

Yeah. And what does she do?
Housewife.
And your children?

Yeah. | have three, three boys, my oldest is Kamuela, and Kekoa and Kepa. And one is
an electrician, and these two work, we work together here on the farm.

Can you say a little bit about this place right now?

Yeah. So we work on a 250 acre ranch/housing subdivision/restoration project, and we're
in charge of the restoration. So we're changing pasture to forests. And we also planted
about four acres of food farms.

So the name of this, this ‘aina and the farm?

Hokunui, Maui in Makawao. And then we call our place right here is called Kapuao
because like the womb of the forest, because we have a nursery and we nurse everything
from here, it spreads from this central location.

Mahalo. Can you tell us about the schools that you went to kind of starting with
elementary going up?

Yeah. | went to Kainalu Elementary, which is strictly neighborhood. You know, plenty of
kids all walking to school. A lot of action. Neighborhood school. Everybody walking.
Everybody in those days is tons and tons of kids walking to school and home. All mixed,
you know, Hawaiian, Portuguese, pretty much like that, and I'm kind of like that. Yeah. |
mean. Some Japanese, but not too much. And but yeah. Yeah. Just everybody walk to and
from. Lots of—kind of a little bit kolohe but not too bad, you know | mean. Good fun to
me, you know. Then | went to Kailua Intermediate, which is, you know, the intermediate
school, but I kind of went in some changes of when we moved yeah. So | moved from my
elementary friends to a new set of friends at Intermediate. So it was a change. You got to
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make new friends and stuff like that. Which was alright, was good. Same thing.
Everybody walk to school, never had bus. I don't know why, but never have. You know?
And pretty much, you know. Football guys and whatever, you just do your thing. Suburb
of O‘ahu, | guess, a little something like that, you know. And yeah, all local families
basically—oh, had a lot of marine base kids too that came to Kailua Intermediate. So that
was a different section of kids that came.

Was the interaction with with those kids. . .

Yeah, had some, you know, you know, stuff happens a little bit, you know, because it is
what it is. You know, they usually get the worst end of that to the most part, you know.

But not too bad. I mean we had a lot of those-those days had 7, 8th, 9th, too in
intermediate. So, you know, when you're in seventh grade the ninth graders is a lot of
trouble, man, they give you a lot of grief, you know, a lot of hijacking, a lot of in those
days, seventies, | guess a lot of that kind of stuff going on. They take your money. But,
you know, for me I never experienced that too much, you know, not really. But I've seen
it a lot, you know, and a lot of maybe the beginning of drugs at that time, maybe, you
know, kind of sniff paint guys. You had, but then we had real good students too so it was
a mix. Well, and then high school, | went to Saint Louis High School for my freshman
year and that was different because town, ah. Catch bus. That was—started from sports
was because | was kind of good in sports. So one of the coaches from the high school
over there saw me in the league. | was like the star of the league. So | talked to my
parents, blah, blah, blah. And then somehow that—I kind of really wasn't for it. | didn't
know what that was all about. It was just sprung on me quickly. And then when | went, it
was pretty cool because you get to see guys from all over the island and they're all sports
guys basically. In Saint Louis, you know, it's, you have like honors PE so like only
athletes in that PE. There's no dodgeball. "I'm not an athlete”. You're working out and
running. So | was glad to see the challenge of all those different people. But the overall
school I thought it was kind of hypocritical about what they taught. You know, church
and kill all at the same time, you know, cause football and you know, it was St. Louis
Football. Look at them, you know. So. It was like that. And then I got hurt and busted my
shoulder. So that kind of set things back and | started really resenting going and having to
catch bus and come home late, and homework and you know, all that kind of stuff. |
kinda rebelled, I guess, you know. So | went there sophomore year to play varsity. It
didn't get to because | was hurt, so they sent me back down. | was really upset about that,
so | was kind of like rebelling all the way, didn't want to play on a younger group, so |
ended up getting kicked out and | went back to Kailua High. From then Kailua High, you
know, then I'm going back to my old friends and trying to prove that, you know,
whatever. And, and so | knew it wasn't going well. It was fine. It was good. But like, you
know, | knew I was in lost transition because came back. And so there was a counselor at
Kailua High School that told me about Lahainaluna. And then | was like, kind of like,
what, what is that? You know? So | read the whatever and I go "oh, I like do that". You
know. Work and—cause | met some friends at Saint Louis because they get money ah,
maybe so they cow boy they ranch ah, so got I got to go help, do that kind things, I really
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enjoyed that. But we didn't have that kind of stuff, you know. But I got to see like, oh
yeah, | like do cowboy or, you know, whatever farm stuff or. This. And that.

What was it about that that you liked?

| don't know. This—I don't know. I just liked it, like, I going ride bull, I got do something,
but never had a chance to do that because we wasn't a cowboy family. But | met cowboy
families, and | got to go, you know, help and do stuff. So. So long somehow 1 just applied
Lahainaluna out of the blue, a lot of my friends never knew. No one knew. Even some of
my relatives never knew. And then | pulled the trigger and | got accepted and | went.
Never tell nobody nothing, never told my friends, nothing. And I just—next thing | knew,

| was in Lahaina.

With your parents think when. . ?
| don't know.
Did they know when you were applying, or did they also. . .

Well, they knew, but my dad was like that for it, you know, and my mom was tripping
because I'm the oldest. They're like, "What do you mean going", you know. Going away
and all that stuff. For some reason, | made the choice that | wanted to do that. You know?
And then when | went, yeah, it was different for sure, you know, if you like going to that,
but like, you know, the first day | arrived was football, summer camp or whatever and all
the boys is coming down from work, and everybody's long hair and they all work
clothing. Oh, boy. Here we go. This is going to be action, you know? But, you know.
Figure it out, you know, also. But like, I was good at football. That saved me cause |
was—kind of kicked everybody's ass to be honest. You know? | mean. Of course, | had a
couple of good guys, but for the most part, Lahainaluna those days was a lot of country.
So they didn't have the experience that | had. As far as football, Pop Warner we was all
about top teams, and Windward side, you know, we all went to states. St. Louis was all
grind um out, you know. So | had that in me.

What position were you playing?

| was playing linebacker. But | went in as a safety, for—because in DB because | was
skinny. You know | wasn't big like this. And they made me go throw football, like what?
Quarterback? "Oh this is one O‘ahu guy, he quarterback". You know so that's what they
think, but then I had these shoes because Aloha Stadium we was playing that time. So it
was turf shoes. Everybody was tripping out on the kine shoes | had for one thing. So
throw some passes. Of course | threw some buck passes, or whatever. But if | could
throw because | was a baseball player, so we kind of pass it off a little bit. You know. But
then as soon as the hitting drills came, and | went, oh yeah, and then and there, just went
"whack!". And then, of course, you make friends kind of quickly when you, when you do
that, you know. Then that was the start of making a lot of good friends there, you know,
from stranger to buddy in couple of practices. Because, you know, they won the
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championship the year before. So they were, they're depleted. The older guys are gone.
So. You know, | was like a little addition. To that and. . .

This is what year that you went?
“78. Yeah. And ‘77. Yeah, yeah.
So you go in. It's the summer camp, and you're making friends. What about the dorm?

Yeah, I. Well, there was of course, we had to work even though we have summer camp.
So I was working in the yard, my first yard. So | had a friend, you know, | became really
good friends with him later on as time went by. But this rake yard and just clean yard,
you know, and the dorms was kind of not as tight as when school starts. It's kind of free,
kind of a little bit dirty a little bit—because nobody's really tightening up because it's not
school time. It's kind of freedom in a sense. So, but we still have to work our 3 hours,
even though we practice summer camp and all that, you know. So pretty, pretty hard, you
know, hot ah, so. You know, all the meals are on campus too so you know, you kind

of. .. do that and there's no ice box or refrigerator to go to, to have snacks later on at
night or whatever. That's it. And just drink water from a bathroom or something, you
know. So you know, kind of hard a little bit. | wasn't really homesick, to be honest. | was
fine, you know, only maybe when you come to Christmas, then you kind of like oh shet,
you in the dark cause winter time, in the morning, you know, feels cold. You know, like
what am | doing here man, what's going on. But you get over it.

How many people were in the dorms in the summertime?

Only the football team. So probably 40, maybe 30 something. Yeah, coaches kind of
maybe hang out and watch, you know, and but yeah. It's just. Like summer camp for any
other football team. They usually go places and sleep for a week and they have training
camp or something, you know. But it's extreme because we're there and the difference is
we got to work. So it's not-like at Saint Louis you—first thing in the morning, you
running, but over there in [Lahaina], you working. You know. So there's a different
mindset to that. Even though Lahaina had—was more strict in a sense, | liked it better than
in Saint Louis. Because it was more fair, you know, more like you do, you do exactly
what is expected of you, and there's no qualms about that. But then young guys can have
trouble when you first come to the dorms, for sure. It's not easy for our freshmen or
something. You know, you make that you pretty you can be pretty independent.

What dorm were you in?

Hoapili upper dorm. And then my roommate was from Ke‘anae, and my first roommate,
Jimmy Ka‘auamo, good roommate, long time Ke‘anae family that is still there. You
know, many generational Ke‘anae family. And we're still great friends today. We don't

see each other in 20 years, but just like was yesterday or something. Yeah, yeah, yeah.

So what was it like when everyone came back to school? And it was. . .
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It changed a little bit again because there's a different, you know, the officers get set

up. . . the dorm rules get enforced. And then you see other young kids coming in, they're
all scared shitless, basically. You know, it's pretty rough stuff. And but they—but a lot of
guys can handle—mostly Hawaiians, like I said, probably 60, 70% Hawaiian. You know.
But then you also have the Japanese, but they're from maybe Lanai or Moloka‘i. You
know, so. They kind of rugged too actually, you know. But of course, | had good student
Kine too, like they did well, you know, but they said to handle, you know, being in the
dorm. You know, so.

Well what was it that they had to handle?

Well, there's a lot of harassment of young kids. They used to call um creeps. I didn't
make it up, it was there when | got there. So basically, pretty much you can do everything
for your roommate, you know, from washing clothes to whatever, clean their room, you
know. And I never did that. I didn't go through that. So I always took pride in not doing
that, you know, because who am I to do that when I didn't go through that? Right. Well,
there was a time when they were trying to crack, trying to crack down on that and stuff.
When Ariyoshi came back to principal, you know, they had this guy, David Keala, before
him he used to kind of just let it happen. And yeah, you can get kind of beat up if you
don't pay attention, you know, or whatever. You know, it is what it is, you know?

What kinds of things did the creeps have to do?

You know, or come in my room, catch ten mosquitoes before you go to bed. Or, throw
water on the ceiling of a shower, every drop hit you, you get one little jab. Pop, pop. Stuff
like that. Or like wash your clothes, go get my stuff from somewhere. You know, so
that's why they come close because they going through this together. Yeah. So when
they're senior or junior, you know they, they pretty tight because they all made it, yeah.

What was that one?

Yeah. You know, dance with mops. Yeah, whatever, you know, just stuff. Little stuff,
plenty stuff, actually, kind of, you know, working time, you know? But. But most of the
harassment is done from you messing up. Not necessarily you being a punk. | mean, there
is that too, but not necessarily. It's mostly to straighten you up. Like there's a lot of-I
noticed guys who didn't handle were like the Ko‘olau boys home kind guys. They came
in. They didn't last. | don't know why. But they didn't. But the country guys last the best.
All the rural people last better than the town people. Because for them it's like coming to
the city actually. And you get to go see the city lights, Lahaina town. Where they're from
is strictly taro patch. Or strictly cowboy or strictly, you know. So to them they don't like
go home, easier to work at Lahaina than at home when they go home. So that's why they
stay. You know.

When you say Ko‘olau boys, Ko‘olau home boys. What are you referring to here?
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Oh, like kids will get in trouble.
Were they coming from Ko‘olau?

Yeah, maybe a few here and there, you know. Maybe it was a better ones who came and
they couldn't handle either. I don't know if was the real bad ones. But, you know, we had
a few. Who came, you know.

This is the Ko‘olau boys home on O‘ahu?
Yeah, yeah, yeah. There would be guys who would. . .
Sort of like a juvenile detention home?

Yeah. They come home to try to. . . Right, right, right. Well most of them didn't last. |
don't know one that lasted to be honest. And most of the alumni too, a lot of alumni
children are of parents, grandparents, uncles, all like, lot of Paukokalo Hawaiian homes
boarders. You know. Probably six, seven, eight families from there that were boarding,
you know.

What are some of the names?

Yeah, maybe Morton, not Hawaiian names, but they're from Hawaii Homes. Wallace,
Ha‘upu, Kanae, who else? There's a few others. I‘m trying to think. That's all guys my
age. But I know had-like Ha‘upu had like six brothers, they all went, you know what I
mean? Kanae's had like three brothers, they all went. You know. Mortons had brothers,
they all went. Wallace, all brothers, they all went. So, like had a lot of Hawaiian Homes
family boys and Ke‘anae, Hana, had a big representation. And, maybe Miloli‘i, Big
Island a few from there, real Hawaiian, real nice built them. Waimea, Big Island too,
quite a few for whatever reason. An O‘ahu boys, you know, like me. Mostly kind of like
a little bit trouble, but not super trouble, just searching, you know, kind of something. So,
you know, | fit in a category, | guess, you know? And then what | noticed was the
country boys, they really was good in working with their hands, and they are really good
at fixing things. From mechanical, to like in machine shop they'd be welding jeep frames
and horse trailers. I mean, in high school. You know. And they don't wanna take ag, they
go take shop because they do ag at home. They don't care about ag, you know, because
like you're trying to get away, you know. So welding, they go auto mechanic, you know.
A lot of mechanic shop, like our vocational was top notch at Lahaina like everything,
auto shop, carpenter shop. They'd be building houses on campus. They'd be, you know,
making whatever. At machine shop they're welding, like I said, horse trailers and jeep
frames, you know, not the little tables. You know, | mean, of course | was doing little
tables. But those guys was like, yeah. And then for the most part, auto, vocational, really
strong, strong ag, strong work ethic kind of stuff. Like all the board, I guess, who ran the
dorms? | mean, who troubles who's coming? They're all shop teachers, basically, you
know, the ag teacher, machine shop teacher, auto shop teacher. They were all the guys



TT:

DH:

TT:

DH:

TT:

DH:

TT:

DH:

TT:

DH:

TT:

DH:

TT:

DH:

12

were kind of like the parents of the boarders in a sense. And even the principal was like
the dad. So he'd be always checking up on us and whatever.

So this was Ariyoshi at the time?
Ariyoshi, Ariyoshi..
Who were those other teachers at the time?

Frank Martin, Ted Kawamura, shoot who was the machine shop. . I don't know
[Kagawa]. I know how he looks like I just can't think of his name.

We can go look in the yearbook.

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. Mukai | think, and then even carpenter shop, he wasn't one
of those guys, but Frank Martin definitely. Ted Kawamura.

Are these also the dorm counselors?
No.
These are separate?

Separate, during the school. They teach in the school. Dorm counselors, they only stay
night time, but they get regular jobs, daytime. So like, you had, they call him meathead.
Yeah. Kikuchi and. . . nah, it wasn't Kikuchi. Ah, | forget already, but I know how he
looks. Yeah, yeah, yeah.

You also had a dorm matron?

Yes, Miss Lindsey. Mary Helen Lindsey. She's a long time Lahaina family, canoe paddler
family. You know, many generation dorm matron lady. Take us doctor, check on our
rooms if we, you know, never fix our bed and, you know, room kind of stuff. She's pretty
hardcore too, man. She's pretty strict, you know? Oh, yeah. You know, never let you get
away with nothing.

And then what happens if you try to get away?

You won't get away. Yeah. Well, you get overtime after work, you know. So if say you
don't fix your bed or your, you know, something's messy, maybe 2 hours. That can ruin a
Saturday. You know what | mean? Because you got to work after work, you know, and
then they got an hour late for work or don't even go to work, you know, you making 5
hours. You know. Then if you do something bad, like, say you got caught drinking or
something or coming in late and that would be considered a major overtime, and that's
done by contract. So they going give you a hill like, make that dirt it's all haole koa, and
you cannot go out until you, until you finish it. So you better—it going take you two
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months, well it's going to take you two months. You know, if you can do it in a week,
then you can do it a week. So let's pick and cane knife, you know, and or spray the whole
campus, you know, whatever. | mean, there's something crazy, you know. Not crazy, it
just was normal to us, you know, put this fence line, you know that’s your punishment
until you finish, stuff like that.

Could you talk about the work program then? What jobs you had when you were there.

Majority | was in the garden, cause | came in late, yeah. So. But when you freshmen, they
do you all different jobs but you do a semester because we had poultry, swine, orchard,
garden. Also had dorm people, taking care of the dorm, even office people they'd do all
the office work, and then you have utilities, was the campus, did rubbish, you had
mechanics to fix all our vehicles. So all these different jobs is to function a whole farm
basically, function the whole thing. So every phase had somebody that was pretty good at
it by the time they were junior/senior they became the one who ran that section. You
know, so | ran the gardens pretty quickly, even when | was junior and knew | ran by after
football season, | was already running the garden.

Can you describe the garden?

Yeah, um, pretty big. If you walk in school was all down. Lots of string beans—mostly,
for some reason was good money, | guess. But we do a lot of string beans and
watermelon, corn, sweet potato, cucumbers, tomatoes, | guess. That's more ag actually,
boarders was more string beans, cucumber, corn | would say the most, most. Kind of big
acreage. | drove tractor, too there a lot of that year, even my senior year. So I'd start early.
I'd be—I'm gone. I'm in the fields already before these guys even working. So we had
tractors, we had input change implements, Plow Harrow this, you know, parallel lines.
And then we got aluminum irrigations, was all flow, not drips or nothing like that. So all
the, all the, all the trenches was hoed, like plowed first, and then you hold them flat and
then you open like the chute, and then water would come and they turn it off only
halfway down and then eventually trickle all the way down. Like big fields, you know.
So then you had maybe one foreman running the fields of this like section, or another
foreman running this section, kind of an overall guy grading everything like you'd grade
all the material and box it off to ship it to usually Nagasako market. And then the
chickens, big chicken operation, you know, 2-3000 chickens, eggs. Killing chickens,
pretty hard job, to be honest. Then even pigs, if a pig is giving birth, you got to sleep in
the stable with them. Even though you got school or whatever. It doesn't matter. You got
to be there with them when the pigs give birth. That's part of the deal, man. So we have
swine. That's what you're doing, you know. So had plenty, a couple boar, maybe three or
four boar, there is all sorts, so was plenty. Like, | don't know, couple hundred. Yeah,
Yeah. So and then they make big imus like, you know, back hoe kind of imu, big imu,
like 30 pigs one time or whatever, you know, stuff like that for certain fundraisers or
whatever. So we get all of the material ourself, you know, like all the boarders and. . .
Yeah, a lot of even a lot of trellis, a lot of trellis work so we go cut haole koa. And we
sharpen them all and we pound them and we run string them like wire this way, and then
we run string this way, and then we run them on a trellis. And then you harvest forever.
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Once you start harvesting and you're going on and on and on, every, every other day you
go to harvest.

What were you running up the trellis?
String beans or cucumber. Yeah, well.
You mentioned earlier the water. Where did the water come from?

Well, all those ditches that's in Lahainaluna school now they were all running those
years. So | guess it came from that, you know. Yeah of course we would go explore,
there’s a gulch to the left.

Near pioneer plantation?

Yeah. Yeah, that's probably all plantation. But all that ran through the school, yeah. So all
of those was running, you know, hard like, big water. So had plenty water in the school
that time, we also had a lot of clean campus too, yeah. So like from parking lots to
classrooms, to everyone has a section like usually the underclassmen your first job is in
the yard. So you going take care this— your area was going to be as big as this, there,
maybe bigger. You know, you going rake, you going do whatever. And um, parking lot.
You know, we going sweep with one coconut leaf cause everyday get monkeypod. So
plenty of rubbish. So everyday they sweeping with one big coconut leaf. Yeah. Not even
joking like for real. And, then cafeteria too. So because we all eat up there. Yeah. So in
your section, your time of cafe, like one semester you going do cafe, so you going start
earlier than everybody. You going start at maybe four you know, and then it's because
you got to make the breakfast for when they're done working at six yeah. So maybe 4:30
you start, five, I don't know. So you shower before you go. Then you go, from there, you
go straight to school and then, and then you can be on duty and off duty two weeks. So
like, if you're on duty, you got to be there on the weekend too to make lunch and dinner
and nighttime too, yeah. So you, if you're on then you got to, you got to show up. And
then you have one or two weeks off. It rotates like that. But in a way, cafe was good
because you had everything hot and fresh. You know, not like when you come from work
was all cold mush, you know, a little bit scramble egg or whatever, you know, like, but
when you're cafe, you—and those cafe ladies, they are no joke either man they teach you
how to sleep properly. The get one you, can't be. . . has to be nice, you know, to be tight
you know.

You remember who were the cafeteria people?

I think Kukahiko was one, had one old-1 loved her too, she scold me at first but then she
liked me in the end because | had listened at least, so. | forget her name but she was great.
Gosh, I don't know. But they, but they ran us out all weekend too. Yeah. So it's not only
during school, like normal schools, you know? So kind of sucks cause you going
downtown and you got to come up work, you know, like, if you're on duty. And you don't
have freedom that whole weekend. And so it's all true. Yeah. . .
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You mentioned the Kukahiko name. . .

Yeah, yeah, yeah. Earl Kukahiko, he was the farm foreman, for the main farm foreman,
and we call him chief. And he was the chief guarantee. You going know him, you know,
you get a real booming voice and he compassionate, but yet he going get on you,
especially if you're a senior making trouble, he going get on you. He won't let you,
everybody know. You know, early morning, you going hear him getting on somebody
and, you going know, you know. Of course, | came really tight with him, but he gave me
scoldings too a few times, you know, | mean, the teachers back then a little bit here and
there, you know, like but maybe they won't turn you in, though, You know, they did
something stupid to give you a little (smack) and but then they don't turn you in, so you
kind of respect that. You know, like, oh, a couple gut shots, you know, like, yeah, but you
didn't get turned in, you know? So they didn't only like you, they trying to teach you in
that old way. You know, not on the head kind. It's just couple jabs, you know, like so.
But yeah, yeah, that's true. I'm not even joking about that. Like, for real.

Could you talk a little bit about how discipline worked? I mean, there's the informal kind
like that but then there's also you guys had formal processes if rules are being violated, in
general what was the discipline?

Well yeah, it's pretty strict. You going work | mean you going work. Yeah, yeah.
Because you kind of. . . Like the yard, you going know if we didn't do the yard its very
obvious. Not like now when you go off campus like, they're like, what the hell going is
on here anyway. It was guarantee spotless, you know, everything you know, and, and
then you got to harvest that stuff, you got to plant, you got to weed, there's no hiding, you
know, there's no hiding. And then the pigs, you got to feed them. You got to scrub the
pens. You got to roll up the hoes. Got to cook the slop. Full on cook slop every day. |
mean, guys light fire once it's big. | don't know. Like one slop cooker, | guess, you know.
And they cook that thing going, you know. And then you got to fix the pen if break. You
got to. All that is all students, all of it. You know, tractors break, mechanic fixes it. You
know, you learn how to put your own implement on. And they going know like, if you're
running track there you going know if the field is—no hiding. There's no hiding because
it's got to be done. And utility guys, that’s usually the upper echelon upperclassmen, they
kind of cool job you know empty rubbish cans and they, get to kind of cruise the most
maybe. But they working, they got to get the job done, too, you know?

So if you're not getting the job done, then who's the one to kind of. . .?

The upperclassmen will get on you, they won't even go to Chief or Bobby Watson. It'll be
handled in-house quickly. Yeah. You know, no denying that. You, you got to do your
job. Or else you going get it. And get a chance get it, you know, | mean, there's a good
chance that you going get it, you know. So whether it was. . .

You say get it like. . .
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Oh yeah. You going get it, its a real thing, no joking you going get it. But like | said
though, you only going get it if you mess up. You're not going to get it for nothing.
You're not going to ah little bit wash your clothes kind of stuff, roommate things or, you
know, or eh, go get that for me. That kind of, maybe. But for the most part, if it's actual
hands on, it'll be something you did wrong that deserved the hands on. Yeah, it won't be
just guy's making trouble. Because, you know, everybody knows, like when you were a
freshman, too. | mean, so for the most part, | mean, nobody just did it for nothing.

And there is a clear. . .

Hierarchy.

Hierarchy.

Clear hierarchy.

In the dorms, could you talk about that?

Yeah. Upperclassmen are the hierarchy. So you kind of like nothing when you're an
underclassman, you know, but they find their way too, you know, have their own fun too.
But for the most part, you're kind of on pins and needles all the time. And yeah, you can't
just throw something on the side expecting not to get called out, people that are like ah,
you fricka! He would make you lick um off the ground. You know, stuff like that. No
spitting, you know, things like that. Make sure that the thing is swept, mopped and
buffed. Oh, no, no. No slack. Yeah. No slack.

You had a dormitory officer?
Yeah. Yeah.
Could you talk about what that structure was?

Yeah. Yeah. Usually they're the ones who run the dorm. They're going to call clean dorm.
They're going to inspect the work progress. So you have sergeants, Captain. You know,
captains, usually for the whole up and down stairs. Sergeants run individual floors,
usually corner rooms. And corner room is kind of cool room, too. But like. But they're in
charge of making sure it gets done. You know, I've ever seen anybody come down on
them because they sort of make sure that it got done. You know, it was done quickly and
then like, study hall. So it's kind of a long day, you know, because there's still a hierarchy
still yet. Although they'll call punishments say if a whole class messed up. Like, you
know you guys will not at this time. You cannot shower after this, or whatever. And this,
something can be called out to, you know, punish your whole class maybe, or because
you guys all screwing up, you know. So the officer will make that call, not the regular
guys as officers make that call. Yeah.
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You're about that. Maybe kind of talk about that long day and the schedule. Could you
run us through the schedule? When you wake up?

Sure. Sure. Yeah. So we. We wake up at 5:45, you know, because we work at six. So
there's a time clock that we have to punch. Like our "cha-ching ticking" is this thing. And
then so you go and you line up and you better be—and if you're late, you, you get
overtime, you know, so long while you're waiting line. . you better be there, you know,
and then you go off to your, your jobs you know. Like orchard is up, so you know not
that big of an orchard but most-and then gardens is all down, pigs, chickens is all down.
And then right around the time clock is straight ahead and all that. So you work from 6 to
7, and you might hide little bit in the dark the time, you know, lay down on the plants or
something. You know, maybe for a—but as soon as it gets light everybody starts to work,
you know, you going be working. And then seven, we're done. Then we've got to hustle
back to the dorm, and then we have shower, and we have breakfast at 7:15. So we line up
in one line and we look like whatever, you know, we walk in, and all of the day students
are coming into school with the busses and they see us walking in line to go to breakfast,
and we have our breakfast, hustle back to the dorm and brush teeth, whatever. Then we
go to school and then schools from 8 to 2 normally like those days. And so like me, | was
always in the garden so | took ag all day. | was always outside all day, basically, you
know, but of course you had your English and your whatever, and then after, then after
school you work for two. . . two more hours from 2:15 to 4. And then if you play sports,
you can get out maybe 15 minutes early to go get ready for practice, you know. But after
work, it's free time for the guys who don't play sports so they can just kind of hang out in
the dorm and do whatever, listen to music, hang out with each other. Dinner's at six. But
athletes like later because we were practicing too. And then the hard, you know, athletes
because like, say, you're conditioning, right? You know, so hard practice, conditioning.
So we then we got run to the caf. It's pretty far from the football field, you know. So
hustle up there and then you might drink a lot of water, right. Because you know, and
time for eat, hou hard time eat, but you can't take your food back. You you can't, you
know, So whatever, rules. So you might not even eat but hou by maybe 8:00 at night,
starving. You know, you eat one spam like one apple, raw. That's it. You going eat um.
You know, and well, you shower and all that. Of course, usually wintertime the broilers
are broken. So it's a cold shower, man, you know, after practice, after cooling off and
then you like, you know, you hit them all six on, you just run through, "shhhhht!" And
cold cause its all concrete, its tile. So the floors are not warm at all. You know, the floors
are tile, you know, in the dorms, too. So. Run through, soap up, run through again, and
out of there. Always wintertime. That thing break every year, you know. So it's one of
those things. And then you have a, you know, clean—you have study, you know, so study
from 7 to 9:30. So you'd have to sit on your desk. You cannot lie on your bed, even if
you're reading a book on your bed, but you can sleep on your desk. You know, it's just
one of those things. The counselor would check, not the sergeants. Mostly the counselor,
the ones who stay in there, they'll look in the window, there's a window in your thing, so
make sure, "eh, pack, pack, pack, get off your bed", you know, stuff like that. But if you
get 3.0, you can watch TV, you know.

Where was the TV?
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When there's a there's a down, a playroom, I guess a living room kind of thing. So there's
a TV in there and then a bunch of guys down there, you just watch TV, you know, one
little TV, I mean, and there's no like, ice water, none of that stuff man. That's it, you
know.

What else did you guys have in that playroom, was it just the TV?

Just the TV, yeah. | think maybe the David Malo, might've, | mean I, | think just TV. |
don't think we had shit. And then study, so you study 2 hours, and then you clean dorm
9:30 to ten. So pretty much all underclassmens, cleaning dorms. You know, so, you
know, sweep, mop and even buff you know, get the buffer. And then lights out at ten you
know. And the next day you do it all over again. And then on Saturdays, you going to
work 3 hours too. So but you start later, you start at seven, and then you work till like ten.
Then you have lunch or you no even eat maybe. You work till 11, you have lunch after
that. And if you get overtime, that sucks ass cause then you going have to work overtime,
you know, on Saturday or Sunday or after work during the week too you can, you can
work those hours during the week too if you don't have sports. Yeah. Dinner. You know,
it was, you know, sometimes good, sometimes not so good, but kind you of hungry. So
you did eat whatever. So everybody skinny because we always moving, you know, we all
walk far. I mean, the campus as big as, you noticed. So you walk down Garden, up
Orchard, your classes are all far, your, the cafeterias far. You walk downtown, walk back
up, you know so it's a lot of walking over there.

So on the weekends, that's when you would go downtown?
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.
If you're not working.

Yeah, yeah. You can go, underclassmens can go, you cannot go out Friday night. Only
seniors can go out on Friday night. And then underclass, you got to be in by ten, upper
class in by 11 and then weekend you got to be back by 6:00 on Sunday. But you can't,
you can't go past Olowalu store. That's the one of the rules, you know, And I guess
around Honolua either, you know, you have to stay. And then when you go downtown,
you have to dress up too, you can't just go in shorts and slippers or whatever. You have to
have a belt, shoes. You can wear shorts, but no collared shirt because it kind of, lot of
guys poor, so no more, you know. But you have to dress up to to go out of town. But then
once you get down, maybe Lahaina town, you got to be dressed. But if you go Ka‘anapali
or beach or something, nobody's going to. But you got to dress to come back.

So what did you guys do in that, when you guys went down?

I, you know, Lahaina town. Lahaina town is Lahaina town, kind of exciting when you're
new you know.
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What was Lahaina town like when you were there, was it 78 through 80?

Yeah it was, it was pretty wild, I think, to be honest. You know, on a lot of local bars,
those days, you know, it was all local shops it wasn't a tourist, | mean we had tourist, but
it wasn't as much as now. So pool halls, kind of dingy in a sense. Lahaina looked like a
whaling town, you know what | mean? So it's kind of exciting in a way to check it out,
you know, and you're on your own, or cruise with your buddies go hang out on the
banyan tree or whatever, fights sailors. You know, something, it happens, you know,
don't get caught cause which I did, but. . .

Tell us about that!

Oh, God. So me and my buddies, we were in town and then I-we was drinking a little bit,
you know, so whatever, you know, boarders, boys, you know. And then sure enough,
man when somebody did something, and they popped off, you know, and there he was
right in front of the library going to town with sailors. And then we ran. And then, |
mean, we kind of got the best of them little bit. And one of my friends got pounded with
a beer bottle over the head. So, but, we ran and got caught, you know, And then, of
course, our, all the football coaches, all cops. Oh, so they're still coaching today, you
know, all those guys. And he goes, you know-I got banned from going downtown for
like the rest of my senior year because of that incident. So it really was kinda shitty man,
stupid move. You know, this is one thing, you know, that's what drinking does, right? So
it really ruined my senior year, to be honest. Yeah, it was bad, yeah. Wasn't fun, but it is
what it is, you know? So two of us, | think we got banned. Well, one of the guys we hit
was, he was tied to a bar, and the bar was kind of connected. And so it was kind of saving
us too before cause the sailors was after that guy. So. But typical boy boarders, restless.
You know, we spunky, we, you know we whatever. You know, not proud of that but it, it
was the truth, you know thing that had happened. But I did, | did pay for that one, you
know. But anyway. But downtown was fun, you know, like, to be honest, nobody was
really surfing or doing any of that to be—no one had surfboards, no one had nothing. You
just go town and maybe buy your supplies too, you know, your whatever, you know, stuff
like that. There there's a bank too in a dorm that had money. And luckily | had a job with
the Trudeau AG Department. Ted Kawamura. He hired me, hired me on weekends and
I'd go landscape yards and stuff on top of my work, you know, work. And, you know.
But at least had money, though, you know, so well. But yeah, | mean, we go beach, you
know, Ka‘anapali cruise or whatever, or girlfriends or whatever, you know, people do
things like that.

What was the dating scene like when you're in high school?

Yeah, well, all the boarders, of course, you know, maybe that could lead to trouble with
the day students and the boys on boys, you know, because the girls, they like, you know,
whatever, Right? You know, never have girl boarders. Right? And so. So a lot of guys
will. Yeah, a lot of couples, to be honest. You know, quite a few, you know, 10 to 15
maybe in a given year, you know, boarder/ day student couples. For the most part.
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Did you have a girlfriend or girlfriends?

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. | had a girlfriend probably shouldn't have, but maybe not play
baseball. So, man I no like waste my time going play baseball. | like go see my girlfriend.
Oh, wait, wait, wait. My wife going see this. This is before that. Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.
Had girlfriend. Oh, that was. Well, yeah, you hang out with the boys too, I liked to hang
out with the boys too.

And you had dances?

Yeah. Yeah, we had dances. Well, | wasn't a dancer. | was wall hanger, you know,
because with a girl, "Oh you can dance", "'l don't know how dance" and they see me try,
"oh you really don't know how to dance" like that. The poor creeps, you know, like we
have a boarders dance. And if they don't have a date, they gotta dance with a mop, in the
dance. Oh, while all of girls are watching that. The true story. You can quote me on that.
Super. Like fuck. You'd better get one date or you're going to dance with one mop.

You know, a couple of times with Eddie and Craig, we heard about this story about how
the other underclassman needed to get a date, but they actually never said what happened
if they never got one.

That's exactly what happened. Yeah, | figure they dance with mops in their rooms too. |
mean, you know.

Oh, no.

Yeah, it's the truth. What the hell! Well, I never dance with one mop. But, yeah, didn't
seem like that, even like conflict between boarders and day students. Before | came, we
had a big fight between the classes, in my class anyway. And usually the fights with, you
know, the local rugged group, the Honolua guys or the Mala or the, you know, but the
boarders are all kind of, you know, Hawaiians too. Yeah. And, so they had one big fight
before | came out, but my family, like my heritage, the Hewahewas, we've been known to
mend, you know. So | was able to mend that relationship between the Honolua and the
boarding department. So they all became friends because | was friends—because, like |
said, most of our boarders don't take AG, because they already, they grew up in AG. So
they were—but | took AG, and then all our Honolua/Napili guys is all heavy AG too, or
the mala, or. So | had to be. So they got to see another side of one boarder, because most
of the borders don't take AG. So they never knew what they, you know. So they became
that, and they were on the football team too, right, some of those boys. So | came good
friends with them and then slowly I was able to intermingle these two groups that just had
a big brawl again, | think the year before. And | was able to mend that fence between the
boarders and day students, in my time anyway. We all got along pretty good.

What kind of things would you do to try to get them to hang out?
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Um, just be natural, you know, "you guys pretty cool. You know, you go check um out.
Maybe one or both sides™, | would tell, yeah. And then you get intramural basketball, or
something. And then kind of common how they compare. But | play with the day student
team, right. So they was like, "what?!", you know, but it was cool cause, you know. And
then, but I was the one who when mend that, that relationship and through football too,
you know, because of course the rugged guys were playing football too from you know,
so and then the boarders. But | would say the football team those days was probably 85%
boarder. Not like now, now mostly day students, | think, yeah. Easily probably 95%, I'd
say, to be honest. All boarder, was all football. Yeah.

I don't think we heard about the intramural sports before. Can you talk a little bit about
that?

Yeah | mean in the dorms we had intramural too, like Friday night. Yeah. Because we
cannot go downtown, so we have like basketball in the gym or whatever, you know, stuff
like that. Maybe muddy day on boarders field, and we don't play football, you know, like,
you know, going be pretty hardcore. And the intramural during school, you know, like
basketball was the main one. So it was pretty high, pretty high intensity. You know, day
student team maybe four or five day student teams, then maybe one solid boarder team.
And then, yeah, you know, go at it pretty, pretty hard. | wasn't that good, | could rebound
and dribble, but I couldn't shoot. So, but, I'd foul out of every game. But yeah that was all
the intramurals, not too much, just basketball from what | remember. Even in the dorms
pretty much just basketball, you know volleyball wasn't that strong. The hula stuff wasn't
strong. Yeah, I mean, had Hawaiiana club. But for the most part, one of the Hana guys
for some reason was going Hawaiiana Club, which is good, you know? But, Keali‘i
Reichel was my classmate too, yeah. So they were of course very strong in that, you
know. But | mean, our days we was more football and not too much into Hawaiiana
things in those years, even those all Hawaiians in the boarding, you know. And then, but
seeing you know, boarders chorus, we got to sing, we had an album my junior year, |
remember.

Yeah, could you talk about the boarders chorus?
Yeah. Yeah.
Well, who was involved with it, and then the album?

Yeah. Well, Lori Gomez, she was. She taught too, in school, but she was a boarders
chorus. So every Sunday we practice in the Sunday the evening, and then, you know,
Lahainaluna alma mater, and plenty different songs that, you know, that we, we would
perform in like the mall, which sucks. But you know, downtown, or even at Maui High or
something like you know. | remember we did the aloum and it was in the gym and then
had, because its Lahainaluna live, so we was singing live and had cat callers like "ah you
fricken boarders!"”, something like that yeah, so we have to redo it, we had to cheer for
ourselves until we were done singing. So it's kind of stupid.



TT:

DH:

TT:

DH:

22
How did, how did that, the idea of the album get. . .

| don't know how, | know they had one maybe five or six years before that, and then we
decided our year was the year and then, shoot, | don't have it anymore. But it was, it's out
there, you know, it's out there. My junior year.

Who was recording it and producing it?

Students from what | saw. Yeah, from what | saw, it was like just in the gym kind, you
know. Sounded pretty good, I thought actually, you know. Hawaiian songs. Kind of good
though, kind of resent singing in the beginning, but then as the years go by, at least you
know those songs, you know, and maybe you'd see some old boarder somewhere and it
might come up and or like, yonder Lahaina Mountains, that's when Chief died. And |
hadn't sung that song in 40 years, but | knew every word, you know, just like it was
yesterday, you know. And | sang that for him at his funeral. And then by the end of
something, you no forget, I guess, you know. Then even our football, like we'd all see our
alma mater on the bus when you arrive in stadium, like it's part of our traditions. But even
if we travel, say, to O'ahu, we would have to sing it the three times, we don't know where
we going, "k, start it now!", "Oh, we didn't reach yet!", "Okay, let's do it again™. So it's
really funny. Yeah. So whenever you arrive at your destination of play you going arrive
and then your alma mater. And that's how we arrive when we play. So that was a real
thing and | think it's still going on today, I'm pretty sure. And even | hear from the
underclassmens, like, today they catch a bus, to watch the game. As it was throughout all
those years, you got to hold the hand up the whole way back, because upperclassmen are
being upperclassmen. You know, it is stuff like that. You know, I'm on a football bus. I
don't know all those things. Right. But, yeah, all the way buddy. You can get one little.
(Hits hands together). And then | heard that the principal was riding the bus with them
and he let it happen. You know, it's kind of weird, you know? So it was before Ariyoshi,
though. Ariyoshi really, like all my classes, was kind of bumming because they was
cracking down on the harassment. Yeah, it was their year. They was like, shit, you know,
they went through a lot of stuff and couldn't give it back, you know. But it was a good
thing, you know, to curb that. And then | don't know what, when the girls came, what
happened, but I know when that girls came, there was a cut in the hierarchy of the
discipline. Because, you know, from what | heard, you know, you can have a senior
going out with a freshman or something, you know, so that, that or even a farm foreman's
like, maybe would treat the girls a little lighter or so. You know, from what I, | wasn't
there, so I don't know. But but | know it definitely probably changed the dynamic of
probably the beginning of what it's become today of you know, | don't know, you said
they don't even work, like lucky, why even go. What's the purpose of going? That's not
part of the deal. You know. But um, from what I've read, | would think that that would
put a damper into the hierarchy because there would be, there would be no crossing of
upper and under classes for the most part. | mean, you go take care your mate, and
nobody going punk out your mate, you know, like I would protect my mate.
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| wouldn't normally touch them. You know they had guys that did that. Maybe | could
take on my mate, but no one else can. You know, so that was definitely a real thing that
you would protect your roommate, from other people.

There was always an upperclassman and an underclassman?

Most, most times. Not all the time, but for the most part, yeah. For the most part. And
that's the people who get kicked out or stuff happened and as time goes by, you know,
things happen. Yeah, had one story that, you know, my classmate, Cappy Kalama, from
Hana and his dad went missing at sea. He was on this boat called Sarah Jo. And so we
were in the dorms and they took him in the middle of night. But no one knew why. We
didn't know who took them. But | found | woke up in the morning, his roommate was in
my room under my desk. And so | was like, ho, whats going on? He goes, brah. | seen
one ghost man, or something. | seen one guy standing in the door like all wet. But they
took Cappy away already but no one knew why. You know, so this. So when you went
and the story came out, they was searching for the boat for years. | mean, for that it was
rough, rough weather. And then they found the boat, like 15 years later in some atoll in
Micronesia. And two of them survived because they was only dead two years, they found
the graves. So that was a big story that came back. It came out of unsolved mysteries and
all kinds of stuff. But when | heard the story, | go eh, thats Cappy's dad, you know, and
then was a real story, try look up the Sarah Jo, Google that.

And so the boat left Hana, five men. They got lost, never found. You know, we just
thought they was lost. And then one of the guys who was hunting for him, he was like a
oceanographer guy, but he was doing studies in Micronesia. And then he saw a boat and
he knew who it was. And when the investigator, they found two graves, and they're only
dead two years. But they were gone 15 years. Yeah. Or might have been ten years or
something. Something crazy. So they live that long, too. Yeah, that's a real story. And
then my classmate, Benjamin Kalama, you know, and his dad's name was Benjamin
Kalama and this is a real story out of Hana, tragedy. And then he came back. He
graduated, though. He's a retired federal firefighter, he's in Waiehu now, yeah.

Was David Malo happening, can you talk about what that was?

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. Well, that was one big celebration. So, like the sweet potato
crop, Like I ran that for few years. We planted in January, five months. May, his date, its
kind of like everybody's May Day, but it's David Malo Day and that's what | say, we have
like 30 pigs in the imu. You know, all boarders. Only boarders run that imu. Well, with
Chief, you know, Earl Kukahiko. And there's one big celebration day, you know, its a big
event we do all the singing, the Hawaiiana club performs, you know just one big lii‘au,
basically. I don't know what it was for or whatever, but it's a thing till today, | guess. And
yeah, it was a long . . . to kill pigs well usually the pig, the imu was above the shop
classes. So we gotta, we all kill them down below, ah. So then you got to transport them
up, and then, um, yeah big imu we collect all the banana stumps, all the stones. All the
those and all those things. We do all the work, sleep up imu, watch fire. Of course, if you
are the privileged ones to get chosen, "Oh yeah we get to sleep by the imu!", you know,
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stuff like that. Usually alumni come help too, not only boarders. And yeah, big, big thing.
Big, big, big production. Another big production was when they opened dorms for
parents to come visit so everybody would be on their best behavior and make the dorm all
nice. And so, but of course, the off island parents cannot come, but like the on-island
parents would come and that was a big day too for the boarding department. Kinda weird
because like now | hear they can go home anytime they like.Yeah, but, in those days,
even if you was from Maui, you could only go home once a month. And then, but if you
off island, you got to get a sponsor to sign for you to, if you like, go sleep out. So | had |
an aunty from Pauela in Haiku, so | would go stay with her every so often. But then as |
met friends later on in my life then, I'd go Ke‘anae stay, or go, you know any places like
that. Well, Hana.

So there was a sponsor program when you were there?

Yeah. Yeah. You know, usually it's a relative, but then it didn't have to be relative. So,
like, parents of your friend could sign, then you could go, you know, leave Friday night
and come back Sunday. You come back. Everybody who goes home they bring all kine
good food and stuff, too. So that was a thrill for a roommate to go, you know, come back
with stuff, you know. But I didn't know-- but most of the boarders they no like go home
because they work more hard at home. | think for real, they rather stay in the dorms and
cruise, like for the most part. All the country people, you know, They say, yeah, we work
harder at home with. Hmm.

How about you? Could you talk about you when you went home, or was that something
that you, you weren't going home too much because you prefer the dorms, or what was
your situation?

Well, the only way, we only go home Christmas time and that's it. You don't go. .. We
didn't have a chance to. But then when you go home that the off island gas can go for two
weeks but the on-island guys can only go for one week. So because still gotta run the
farm, yeah. So everybody got to take over the gardens that are--all the off island guys go
home for the whole two weeks but it's only chance you have to go home. You couldn't go
home the rest of the time. | didn't anyway. | don't think we could from what | know.

And, could you talk about the first time you went home, what was that like?

Yeah. Yeah, it was good. You know, cause, | got skinny. "Ho you got skinny cuz". Right
after football season, too, right? Well, 1 got really sick in the middle of my junior year
too, bad one. Had a bad flu fighting about myself or whatever. Man was pretty rough, you
know, in the middle of football season. Lost all kind weight. Had to fight for my former
position back cause | was kind of weak, you know? But | came back strong. But then |
went home that Christmas or whatever. And was good because every time we get big
lti‘au, New Year's, like my family them, they kind of party people actually, like always
get one big lu‘au, New years at one of my uncle's houses, kalua pig, all kine. And so that
was fun. You see family and whatever. And then | remember when | came back home, |
mean, even my sister tripping out because I'm getting up real early and blasting Bob
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Marley music or something that been different. You know, "no get us up early, jackass!".
You know, but um, because we were the first ones who brought in Bob Marley, by the
way, in, you know, Maui before anybody else. And we were pounding that stuff because
had, uh, disco at the time. So we was | don't know, for some reason we had that line up.
And then, but then going back to school after that was a rough one because cold, ah, and
you got to go work in the morning and you just like, "what the hell am | doing here,
man?" | just was home with all my family and whatever, you know, and now I'm back
here, like walking in the cold to work, you know. That was the first time | saw satellite, |
was laid out in the patch. "What is that star cruisin’ across the sky, what the hell is that!",
you know, and but it was hard, was the only time | kind of felt homesick was that. Was
the first Christmas when | went back, it was. . . But, you know. And a lot of guys get
homesick, too. But they still, you know, like and but they stay, you know, I mean, my
friend Rick Leslie, "ahh I miss Kihei I like go home™, but he always stayed he never went
home. And all the guys, and the other guys never last, seen a lot of guys come and go too,
you know. A lot of guys got kicked out who are really good, too, you know, and like just,
whatever was drinking or something or smoking weed or something, you know. Good
guys too, solid guys, you know, like, too bad there are five solid guys in my class who
got kicked out, really solid Hawaiians, big. Everybody get nice body ah that time, I think,
because everybody in shape. Too bad though. But like, yeah. We would have had a really
dynamic class if all those guys stayed.

How about the summertime for you?

I went home | when work basin, and you know, | work construction, try and lift weights
little bit, try and get in shape for football, you know, that kind of thing. I finally got to
cruise with some friends that didn’t even know why I left or when I left, | was just gone
right, and then came home and hang out with a little bit like, "what the hell?!". But | had
to do it. And, you know, it's like I had no choice. | had to do it. And I'm like, I work,
when | come home, | work, work and some like construction guy pick you--and a lot of
my relatives they end up picking me up, taking me to work every day, some mason guy. |
forgot his name even, but he took me to work every day, you know? Well, my uncle, my
dad's brother, he's kind of a carpenter. He was framing, but he became a carpenter, union
business, business agent and a syndicate kinda, little bit. But he's the one who would get
me the jobs and then, um . . . But he still was framing those days. But the different parts
of my job site though. He just gave me a job like. And there’s days that you don't get a
job, so you learn your lesson and do the job. But I loved it, "look all of the money | can
make, this not that hard", to me, you know? It wasn't that hard, you know? You know,
maybe to a lot of people would be hard, but I was still working even when | was St.
Louis. We had to, | had to work that summer because whatever, you know, like help with
commissions and stuff or whatever, you know. All the athletes sort of in some lines and
whatever, everybody's working in the summertime, you know, even during school. But
um, for the most part yeah, when you go home is good and you go back, it's hard, but
then comes good again. You get back into the flow.

You know, one of the other traditions is the L?
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Oh yeah, liming the L. And yeah, that's a real thing. | got some pictures of that but it
yeah, it's early morning so.

Yeah you have pictures you wanna show?
Yeah, | can go get them.
Okay we'll just pause this.

This right here. This is my boys. Last year, my senior year, so was formal. We all dressed
up for this one, you know? Yeah. Velour shorts was the in thing those days, you know, to
me. There's me in the middle right there, sitting down. Well, this is my class. And then,
you know, there's football and | was right there in the middle. Now, where am 1? I'm the
only white guy in there. Yeah.

Which one? Can you point again to yourself?

The only white guy right there, the only white one.
Real skinny.

I only got big the last five years or something.

We were all skinny in high school.

But this is well, this is dorm life. This is me. And this cruising or whatever, you know,
this is in the dorms too, that window that you look through. It's probably in my room.
This is up the L, with me and my friend John Tolentino. You know, this is also all up at
the L. So you see we liming you know. So when you go L, the first thing you do is you
kind of—seniors first, juniors, sophomore, then you go and then maybe the seniors might
race some of them, but they, so you got to carry the lime bag too, yeah. The bag is, you
take em up on a truck to the base of the mountain. But we walk from the school, so. So
you gon', walk, you'll go up and then you've got to take tools up, maybe hoes, peak
shovel, and then also bags of lime. So you gonna make the creeps carry the lime just
because. You know what I mean? And poor things you know its a fifty pound bag, man.
It's not easy. And then maybe they got to share. Too bad, you know? And then you go
take tools too, go. You got clean all the weeds first. Pretty big, you know, the L. Like,
like one football field down and half a football field across the bottom. So you weed at
first, it's all gullies in the L's too because | guess erosion. And then you know after you
clean um, and then the seniors usually they gon, they're going to lay out the grid. We do
like battle boards kind of thing and pull strings for lime the L. So you know, when you
line the whole L, and and then usually the year class and then every stripe is a sports title
or championship, it could be tennis could be whatever, football. Hopefully it's football,
you know, but for the most part. So every stripe is a sports championship in the year,
graduating year. And then so that's a long day. | mean, it takes. . . Just to walk up there
going take a couple hour half, maybe more. And then steep, you go this way, and you cut
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across the middle. | heard it got burned, so | don't know. And then there's a grave on a
top, David Malo's grave. So after we do all that, we, you know, clean the L, lime it. You
get all things put away, and then we hike up to the top, and then we do songs around the
grave. We do Yonder Lahaina Mountains, we do the alma mater. Then every senior class
has a plaque on the grave, too. So you. . . From classes way back through to whenever,
you have all. . . you place your class names and whatever on the. . .so we just redid ours
about five years ago. Nice one, one bronze one. Probably have a picture of it somewhere.
But you know, you see all the other classes from before, you know, and then, then you
run back down to the dorm. You know, we far down here. I got a scar still yet because
running down and kick one damn rock. | went skating and | tore me up right here. Still
got the scar, | can't see now cause of fat, haha, well but when you go back eat and funny
is that because I found a journal from an English class that was describing an L day, and
one boarder life day, and I just found this script. "Oh, it's from my English!", we had to
do a diary of daily life. It was right there, and then but that was a long day, a full day, you
know, liming the L. Then even um, for, to light the L, the seniors put the cans for the fire.

So when is the. .. ?

.. .Usually, uh, graduation. So every graduation that's the, that's the cap on graduation
day is they light the L. So they can see it from Lanai, you know. So all you, you go with
cans and then you put kerosene and rags, and the seniors are the ones who lined that up
for it. But then alumni light the L, on graduation night. I never did, should've. But then
we set the cans for the guys who light. But man night time must be kind of hard man
because they gotta scramble around there nighttime and light it and you know, and then
clean it up too, you can't just leave your mess up there, so. Well, I mean boring life, lotta
discipline. You cannot just spit on the sidewalk. You can't just, you know, you going to
get held accountable. You know, everything pretty much clean, wiped, put away, no
matter what it is, what job you doing, going be put away properly, cleaned up properly,
sharpened tools, you know, that's a big thing. You know, like good working tools helps.
You want to give new workers, tool sharp. You can put it down this way so you don't
step on it, get hurt, you know. A lot of rules of that. What L, is a pretty much a fun day,
but it is a long day. You know? Yeah. We get to kind of cut loose, run around in the
mountains, you know? Yeah. You know, that is probably not good for you, you know?
But you know, the tradition, | guess, it is the only one that does it in the whole state. We
the only one with a Hawaiian alma mater too, you know. So, um. Um, it's about it on that.
Even, ho man, we used to go steal chickens and go cook em in the gulch and just hanging
out, you know?

Who would that be? You, and?

Oh just, fun. Whoever, you know, we just go check it out. You know, you can go, and
take a couple, go down in the gulch on the side and just make a little fire down in there
and hang out like all day, man, instead of going downtown or whatever. Do stuff like
that.

Like on the weekends?
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Yeah, yeah, yeah. Got to be weekend. Yeah. Yeah. | guess there's a lot of places, It's
called Hans. He was a, the gulch to the left. If you look up, it's a nice, beautiful valley
down the beautiful walk all the way and say there and go cruise and hang the mountains.
But as we walk along this behind the L, probably not supposed to, but we whenl go do
stuff like that. One of my my friends, like I said, they real good mechanic, yeah. So they
go hotwire tractors, then we go walk on the cane field, we bulldoze all kine, dig holes,
good fun. My friend Hansel Akoi, this guy, Ke‘anae, his dad work, you know, county
operator or whatever but, man he hotwired one D6. He when teach me how to drive um,
brrrraaaaap, plow, plow road, then we go hotwire one backhoe, we go dig hole bury hole,
dig hole bury hole. And then, but he became—so when he went, like about 19 he went to
this apprenticeship for welding, and he's welding like battleships and stuff, you know.
And then he ended up being the head guy for United Airlines, welder ran the shop. But
what happened was he was also dyslexic, so he never knew. | just talked to him like three
months ago, and he told me the whole story, and he never knew he was seeing words
backwards. Everybody thought he was dumb, but he wasn't dumb because he was also
good welder. Always good good. He could work and everything, but he ended up, when
he got. . . A lady, trained him how to rewrite. He became the all white collar boss of the
whole West Coast for United. And he was a guy from Ke‘anae who just was one wrester,
one cow poke, and taro patch boy. And he ran the whole West Coast for United Airlines,
every shop that's a white collar. And he was, he was only in shop in school. He wasn't,
you know, well, he could watch TV because we all take easy class, so we get 3.0. But he
became, and | just, never seen him in like 30 years and just like we'd never left off. We
was talking stories, he was telling me his trips, and yeah, L.A. still is in L.A. And very
successful. Lots of money. And you would've never thought that he would be that guy.
One guy stealing tractors in cane fields, you know? But that's the kind of talent they had.
He had, you know, not only him, had a few guys with those kind of talents that, | don't
know, but he the only one I know that was that successful, you know that became in the
total white collar boss. You know, you never ever ever think that of him, because he was
seeing things backwards his whole life, yeah.

Well I want to get to your life after Lahainaluna as well, but Micah or Wailana, do you
have any questions that you when | know want to ask as well?

What about FFA?

Oh! Yeah, yeah, yeah. | was heavy FFA, for sure. Well | was like the FFA, | got some
pictures in there in the album. In the album, like | was Officer, FFA. It was a strong
program. We—Ted Kawamura was the leader, a Korean War vet, ex border, crazy
suckah.

Is it that album there?
Yeah, yeah, | can can grab it, get one brown one, and one white one. So this is my

classmates right here, this is Cappy Kalama the on the dad went missing. Let's see, you
know, and that was me after, right before practice one day, the senior officers that year.
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So the this is the guy that became the welder. Where is he. Shit, this picture, only in the
senior one I'm sure. The FFA would be, um, let's see. You see our shops. Oh, right here,
FFA, that's me plowing. Well got all the criminal kine, like I said, the rugged day
students, so full on, you know, plowing, FFA, this is probably all get. This is the shop
yeah, here’s the engines, doing all kine, they do all kine. Super. Machine shop and
welding, and do whatever.

So can you tell us what FFA was?

FFA was Future Farmers of America. So like Ted Kawamura was our leader. He no
scared gas you, too. But it's fair, you know. And so our AG was really advanced, | think
we had, like I said, because we were farming farms. It wasn't just doing little potting
things or something like that. We learned how to do, what you call that, air lay, and the
other one they call. . . I wish | learned to pay attention more to those details, to be honest.
But because we just, | like to work, that's why, | just stay on the garden all day. You
know, we, we grew a lot of produce too, from FFA. And we got to keep the money, you
know, so big party or whatever, Christmastime. But again, more diverse AG and FFA
than the boarding. Like, growing more different, more like tomatoes and still had string
beans cause that always made money yeah. But horticulture, little bit plants and stuff.

And also we did the first aquaculture thing anywhere, to be honest. So we built bought all
the CMU block, we made one pretty big room, two tanks, pretty big, you know, like
bigger than this tents. And we put the first fish inside and started my junior year, finished
my senior year. And then | heard later that they had ponds in the ground there years later,
but we was the first. Well I just went and | took my boys one day to go look, was all
abandoned. So | don't know what happened to that, you know, the aquaculture. But it was
the first experiment probably statewide in any school that did that, | would say. And |
would say we were the best FFA in the state. | would think, I mean, maybe Kahuku or
Waialua or maybe Big Island some places, but we were really, all our vocation was pretty
high tech for that time. | mean, auto shop, machine shop, FFA, like | said, we had
tractors, we had trucks, we delivered to the stores we supplied downtown. No, no animals
though was only the arm, only gardening for the most part, yeah. Science in it too. But he
was a really good teacher. | mean, he stayed there for, I don't know, fifty years or
something. But I just saw him recently. He just passed, but I saw him at Earl Kukahiko's
funeral. And then I go, his name was Boss, we call him Boss. Hey, boss. You know, this
David Hewahewa, and he just knew right away. And you know, it's been 40 years, you
know, and then he told me about Archie, my roommate Archie doing Lahaina stuff, what
he was doing, and whatever. And we had a great sit down and talk that day. And had
borders, like from years before me, that didn't know me. So but they was tripping how
close | was with Boss when we sat and talked. Different era, you know. But he was
definitely one of the main mentors for me over there, Kawamura, and even Kukahiko too,
even though they both gave me tags because somebody's caught smoking in the nursery.
"Killing all the fricken plants, you fricken jackasses, let me see your pockets, "whap,
whap!" But he didn't turn me in. And he didn't turn me in, and he was on the board, kept
me there, you know, like he's teaching me, you know. I'm a good student, you know, just
a little bit kolohe or whatever.
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But, you know, all the AG guys is kinda kolohe actually, a little bit rebel from the norm,
you know, But he took me like I said, he gave me jobs. We came and sometimes | would
water all of this to the plants on the weekends too. So that would be FFA but boarding,
yeah, but I'm up there. So we get paid through the state for that too, you know? So maybe
I'd make sure | got the watering down, and good | had my systems, yeah how | water fast
and also work for him landscaping yards. | seen, | tried to rip one guy's whole yard out
because he didn't pay. "Hah! Rip out all his plants, now!". The guy was like, "No no no,
I'll pay!",, you know. But he was definitely a big mentor of mine. Chief, Earl Kukahiko,
was a mentor of mine, forever. Not so much the Machine Shop guys, because he was
kind of strict and pledge allegiance, and | kind of rebel. He didn't like me, you know. So
Bobby Watson also came mentor of mine, because he was new when | came in, he just
got the job as the new farm foreman because this other guy, lamata, he retired and Bobby
took his spot. So, was Chief and Bobby, and so he ran, Bobby ran the garden day to day,
Chief ran the whole boarders hall, as a whole. They ran the utilities, the, you know, but
Bobby pretty much took care of gardens and great mentor of mine till today. You know,
football stuff too. Who else, I have great teachers, too. You know, they are all, you know,
the boarding life. It was always understood what boarders was, yeah. So there is no
discrimination. And I think it was all good, you know, and. See. Yeah. That's good. Yeah.

When you when you think about your, your overall time at Lahainaluna and in particular
in boarding, what do you think was the biggest things you took away, either skills or
values or friendships. . ?

Yeah. Values, work ethic. Finish your job, no go halfway. All the way down to it's put
away. Not, oh I'm done but you're not really done yet. Showing up on time, you know |
mean | older, | kind of come when I like and do what I like. But in my young youth, |
mean young adult life, I was always on time and worked, you know, work hard the whole
time. You don't need to worry about me not working. And | not saying every boarder was
like that. But that's what | took from that. And it's the overall experience was, just friends
from all kine different places, all over, you know I go Moloka‘i and people know me, |
go to Lana‘i, people know me, Big Island, people know me. Go to Hana, people know
me, you know, and just friends that still today like maybe not see each other for 40 years,
but just like we never left, we can talk like it was yesterday. Like we're still sitting in a
corner room at five in the morning, you know, like smoking weed or something before
we go work, just telling the truth, you know, you got to cut that out. But, you know.

You can edit it if you want.

And this is no, no, no. You know, we used to call a five, so F-1-V-E, five. So we meet at
five in the morning and we just smoking weed, it was cruise. And then we go to work and
you know, and then go down football practice stoned and it's like, man, I'm going, there’s
scouts watching today, | going start hammering some guys, but it didn't deter me and
maybe it was just normal. So normal it's that time in society as a whole what that was,
what it was, you know, | wouldn't say it's like that, and not that we didn't do anything any
different than any other school at that time. It was the late seventies and that's what it was
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probably around the whole country, you know. So that was our time. We never had hard
drugs at all though none of that stuff. But um, great relationships with boys like that
because we had those fun times at five in the morning, all cold and huddling, like, what
are we doing? You know, like hiding on the roof, cold, you know, or whatever it is, stuff
like that. Or go hiking deep in the mountains on our own. Just go cruise, check it out, all
just relationships | would say number one, my work ethic for sure, especially for those
teachers who gave me those shots to really pay attention, you know, gave me a chance to
not get turned in and kicked out or something that would have sucked hard, you know? |
mean, like | said, Saint Louis time was weird because the town and gotta catch bus, and
Ala Moana. Even when | grew up, we never left our home town, basically. So I never
knew where Waianae was or whatever, you know, you just stayed home. And then this
was my first experience of town, you know, it was just like, well, it's kind of sucks, man,
but like, y'know, for some reason and | never left. | stayed, after high school | stayed. |
worked in Napili for a while. And then pick pineapple from football all-star and king of
aloha week to picking pineapple not too far after that. | mean, what the hell, you know,
But so | stayed on Maui. | mean, that was it. | never went back.

Yeah. Could you take us through after, after Lahainaluna?

Yeah. Yeah. So actually | had joined the army, well, 1 was in the reserves only. So the
Army Reserves. Did basic, came back and then so still living in Napili, I was working on
Maui Pine, my friend was doing uh, they worked at a restaurant. It's a mean restaurant
now. So | was just like a maintenance guy or whatever, and then kind of sucked. Well,
yeah, whatever vacuum floors, and hardly had work at that time. It was some kind of
recession | think that year, 1980, never even have construction jobs. I didn't have,
couldn't even get one landscaping job at the hotel, couldn't get nothing. So that's why in
the plantation, ended up picking pineapple, and like man | went from like I said, king of
aloha week and football star to picking pine, an awakening you know. But | could handle.
You know, so pick pine, drive truck, pineapple truck. You know, | worked there for three
years. | had my family, my wife, you know. My home in Napili, | used to live in Honolua
and my wife's cousins, all from Honolua. So that was where the connect came, so me and
my wife. | was young. | got married at 21 years old. Had my children when I still was in
Napili. And then finally I could see like, I can't get any higher than this; driving truck,
operating equipment, meeting foreman of the gang. You know, but you're only going to
get 11 bucks an hour or something like that. So my uncle is a corporate union business
agent right, I told you. So he said, if you get into trades, you got to move back O‘ahu.
You know, I no like you stay over there and learn over there. So it was a hard decision
because | like my Maui life you know. Yeah, you work hard at pineapple, but you could
walk to work. You know, I mean, we still drank as much as beer as anybody else or
whatever. It wasn't that hard to me. | had my own apartment. It was pretty cheap. Now, |
don't think I can do that over in there in Napili, you know? And then Napili those days
wasn't built out yet so it was so beautiful out there. Honolua Bay, Napili never have any
condos. | mean, it really just was starting. You know, I just built one or two of them, but
it was all free out there. So | worked there three, maybe four, going on four years. And
then when I when carpenters, I when move back to O‘ahu to get in the trades. It was
pretty hard. | mean, the framing, the framing, the hard core framing, all my bosses was
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like ex-vets and hard core framing outfit. And like, you took a cut in pay because you
started an apprenticeship again, yeah? So it was pretty much just humped studs, for walls
and nailed roofs for a year. That's all I did, you know, the nail off roofs and frame walls.

Did the whole family move?

Yeah, my whole family came with me. Yeah. And we stayed. | apprenticeship over there
for maybe two years. And then | got pretty good pretty fast because | work hard. I, like |
said, but it was old timers. They still get on you. It was pretty hard, you know. They laid
off, and | went to this other company. And man, | was sort of a superstar at this other
company so, whatever, haha. So but anyway, that company got a job on Maui, you know.
Oh, it's called the. . .ah shoot. Big job in Wailea in Makena. Ah its at the tip of my
tongue, it was a two year job. It was my third year apprenticeship and it was another
crazy framing outfit. All Hawaiian boys.

What was the name of this company?

John Estores, JE Construction. So John Estores is a good story too, he has 21 brothers
and sisters, most of them are in jail or whatever, but he made it. He was amongst the
doctors in Portlock as a framer, you know. So but he was running us hard, you know, all
Hawaiian boys on his crew because, you know, you get that image that haole guys is the
good carpenters and all that. Like they just have that look, what about the way | look?
Ah, well, those guys, you know. So we, we smoke um, man, you know. So anyway, when
we came back to Maui, inside the company came back and they were still in the
construction house in Wailea. But I moved my family back and just decided to move my
family back here. So that was in probably '87 or '88, four years time. In '84, '85 | went
O'ahu, came back in '88. Oh, Grand Champions, the name of the condo. Big job, big job,
big timber. | mean, a lot of relationships from that job too. Met one of my future partners
on that job. Two future partners on that job. Hard core framing, big walls, big beams, big
stuff. And then I continued on. | worked for this guy, Ed Fleming, and then we were our
biggest framing outfit on Maui. So we framed mostly all the stuff you see in Kihei.

I mean, from those years, the eighties, they had nothing in Kihei, you know, was one bar
maybe, you know. And then so we framed in Kihei for a good six, seven years straight,
you know, and then we did it at Central, but for the most part, stayed in Maui. And then,
but I did a lot of off island stuff too. Molokai, Lanai, back O‘ahu but with the Maui
Company. But | framed for over 20 years. You know, hard core framing too, | did roofs
for maybe seven straight. All I did was roofs, frame roof. So you can't tell now, but | was
probably, you know, big for a roof guy, but I still could do it. You know, so the money
was there. Roofs and stairs is where you make money in framing. So I kind of switched
around with a lot of different framing. Mainly worked Ed Fleming for most of those 20
years. Well, I'll say 12 years. But also did you know stuff here and there, and then had the
recession in '08. Oh, let me get to my children, you know, three boys. Yeah. And the
mother, you know, hard core mom, Hawaiian mom. Take care kids really well, she never
she'd working later on a little bit, but for the most part she stayed home and | only |
worked so they always was fed well after homework had their snack when they got home,
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you know. And | was kind of kolohe | | would work hard play hard kind of guy, you
know men those years, that's what we were, you know, it just was different. Yeah, now
they're all good that they don't do the stuff | used to do, you know, probably from
watching me. But good mom. And then they all—I didn't want them to play football, to
be honest, because you know, whatever. And then but their cousins was all playing. So of
course they want to play and then | watched a couple practices and was like, oh, I got like
these coaches suck or whatever. Right? So | went and then | coached football for a good
12 years maybe. Pop Warner ranks, maybe five or six in high school ranks went on a five
or Six.

Where?

Baldwin, or actually right after high school when I was living in Napili, I coached
Lahainaluna for two years. JV, you know, but I you know, all the same coaches, today, a
lot of them are still there. You know | coached Lahaina, but then I didn't do no sports for
like ten years. Nothing. | didn't play softball, just work, didn't do none of that. No park at
all, at all, until they came of age. And then, you know, | didn't play. They became pretty
good in football. We had a great coaching run in Wailuku. We won many titles, a few
state titles, but kind of reminds me of my era in Kailua where | grew up had the same
kind of talent in Wailuku when they grew up. And same neighborhoods, same kind of
like we're they're like 20 years behind my like, how they. . .

Were you living in Waikapu at the time?

No, we were living in Harbor Lights, you know, Kahului. So but like, how they grew up
was how | grew up, and then how my wife grew up is how my parents grew up. It's like
one 20 year difference. But yeah, and they became who they became, you know, three
sons. They were they all homecoming kings, every one of them in Baldwin. And it's kind
of rare, | think. But in those years, a lot of sets of brothers in Baldwin, a lot of, a lot of
talent in Maui. That was the beginning of like the Shane Victorinos and Curt Suzuki, and
a lot of football people, and a lot of talent in Maui. Kind of remind me of Kailua when |
was growing up. Same kind of amount of Kkids, | guess, is what it is. Yeah, that made
those teams in that competition. | mean, even when | was growing up, Pop Warner, when
| grew up, you had to try out for that team, 100 Kids trying out you know, and you just
got to, you got to play or something. No, no, no, no. You know, but, but anyway, it was
when they grew up in Baldwin, | coached at Baldwin for six, seven years maybe. You
know, that was good. And but, you know, | was working construction, yeah. So when the
staffs, a lot of the staff was teachers, so it was hard for me to make practice because they
practice right after school yeah, whereas, you know, I'd have to hustle from work or, you
know, so. You know, | enjoyed it, but it was time to get out, you know. And then they
grew up, they became who they became. And my wife did a little bit work for the most
part she was a housewife, though, her whole life.

And how I got into restoration was, well, they the recession in ‘09, eight, nine, ten or '08
the crash or whatever that was. So that was the first time | was ever out of work in my
life, from high school, from before high school. First time | was ever out of work. And |
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didn't even know it was going to be that bad. And, you know, | was like, you know it's
whatever. But holy shit, man. We didn't work for almost two years, you know so. |
remember | was making my boys go with me and cleaning foreclosed houses just so mine
wouldn't get foreclosed, you know. 12 bucks an hour or something. After all those years
of, you know, whatever, you know. You know, not great money, but, you know,
supposedly to relative to the people I know, you know, | mean, good money. But anyway,
I did maintenance for Halemaolo for a year, which is kind of all old folks. Whatever
thingy. Had a contract with them for a year. And then, oh | had my first health incident in
the middle of that. | had a, I don't know, I guess a little stroke or something, but |
remember I lost hearing in this year. And then | you know, | got up, but then | had to go
back work so | went back in the construction. And then but, you know, I just whatever
got to do what I got to do. And then all those old, my old contractors that I used to work
for, they all quit because of the recession. They all folded up camp and, and all the old
timers, they was all retired. | go man, | had to go to work for this new guy, like, oh I've
got to prove myself again after 20 years of doing this, you know? So | did one more job,
exciting job, and I was all high and, you know, scaffolding and planks and I'm like 50
something years old already. I'm pushing up planks and doing this and running up hills.
And my health, of course, was one thing then | guess my knees were maybe a little bit
starting to go, but I still was humble. | fell, I jumped off a scaffold and landed right on
my stone in the middle of my foot, maybe eight foot high. I went to reach and oh, things
fell on me. | kind of just jumped, landed on this rock and went tumbling down hill. Ah
shit, you know. Frick. And so I finished. | was hobbling the rest of my job, limping hard,
thinking like, shit.

Then these boys was just starting one restoration in Waihe‘e valley. They're building
Hawaiian hales, and then they had some funding. They told me, ah dad, screw that
already, come do this, whatever. And | was like, and | always wanted to do Hawaiian
stuff, and | didn't ever had a chance. Right. Because of survival. So that's why | made the
move, you know? So I went there and I joined them in Waihe‘e Valley. Funny my foot
pain went away because | was walking freely in the valleys. It was all barefoot. Whatever
work, dress, how I like, work how I like. So we built hales. We planted one mean, mean
place we when plant. But had one trouble with land owner, didn't allow access, so | had
all kind of trouble. So that's why they ended up shutting down. Yeah but that was our, my
first experience anyway, in restoration. Chain sawing big trees, clearing land, and I like
that kind of stuff, you know. So. But like construction, I can still build houses. I still
going to do stuff, just the pace you got to keep, yeah. And then like, and then I see a lot
of like for being a contractor, | see a lot of good carpenters not make it. A lot of banana
guys will make it like, what's the trip? You know, like, I don't know how that works, but |
didn't want to deal with that kind of headache of being one contractor. | did a lot of
piecework, actually, you know, | would get paid for finishing this roof or stuff like that,
you know? So | did a lot of that, but | didn't want to be a contractor.

But then by the time | came back in the trades, all the companies kinda when shift, so |
didn't have my place anymore of you know, in one company that came up, you know, so
| have to kind of crawl my way again. So I'm like, oh, screw this, you know? So with
restoration. So we started Waihe‘e Valley, really beautiful job. We built three hales, three
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hales, nice ones. | built a lot of benches, you know, did a lot of wood work, and planted
beautiful, beautiful setting. Now I have. . . And my son was living there and a big flood
wiped out half the stuff we did, was crazy. But anyway from that job, that shut down, and
then the guy who hired us to do that, he was the realtor for this place. So then he offered
to bring us up here, you know. And then the frost, they came too because we were doing
tours in Waihe‘e Valley. We were doing Hawaiian cultural tours with the restoration,
with the knowledge that the tours will help fund the restoration thing. So we did three, we
did food, shelter and clothing. So we did kapa, showed imu, and then we did knots. So we
did, you know, rigging or whatever you call them. So what we did was really successful,
actually, but the access was the issue. So that's why | got shut down yeah. And then we
were hoping to employ everything from that valley and restore that whole valley, that's
what we wanted to do. But of course, the owner, he had a little bit different intentions
too. He tried not to stray too far with it. So we were probably part of the reason why
maybe it didn't succeed either because we didn't want to just run over the valley with a
tour, you know? So again, no, no, no we not going bring floods of people up here, it's not
right, you know. So anyway, we came here and first we just was doing cowboy stuff, like
whatever, because all this wasn't here this was all pasture. Never have roads, never have
nothing. And so we did that. And then they, they wanted to plant trees and do a native
forest. So we go do that, you know and and so we started planning, but they kind of
scattered, they get great intentions and really forward thinking like catch our own water,
solar, and all this stuff. But the county is not ready to match that. So they never could get
on the same wavelength as the county of the rules, you know. So they, they kind of
wouldn't say failing, but, | guess so in a sense. But we were always good, we did our part
good. But um, so because Keali‘i Reichel, like I said, kumu Keali‘i Reichel of Halau
Kealaokamaile, the Frost family donated land for them over here. So they are able to
have that spot, and then with us here and somehow we had this grant writer, and they was
able to kind of tie us to the halau, ag, and culture the same thing. There's no difference
between agriculture and culture. So we, we, we turn that on, and put all our cultural
practices in all the ag we did.

So we, we kind of designed our own system, which is we plant all taro and stuff, but we
have the native trees inside, but after a few years of harvesting that that goes away, the
tree would stay. So that's how we kind of designed all this when we first went up, you
know, and then it kind of evolved over the years of how we end up down here. We totally
change from when we first started doing, because | was old school, so | just plow and
diss the whole damn thing and, you know, all dirt. And then we go plant, and then now
we, we're learning that maybe that's not the best practice, you know, so. Only cause was
my son's, you know, they the innovator, I'm kind of stuck in the old ways, too? Yeah. So
I think | kind of pried along in different areas, but we've designed and built, planted every
tree over here basically, you know. But unfortunately, like I said, the Frosts are running
out of funding, and a lot of that money was spent on infrastructure that was not well
advised and you know, whatever. So she gave us a little like, sorry, I can't pay you guys,
but I can give you this land, I'm here now right. But then you guys, you can make money
however you can off it, but you know, I just can't pay you anymore. So that's what we're
negotiating that right now as we speak. So it's a little bit behind out there because we're
still trying to figure out, the, because we have our own nonprofit you know, my boys, we
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just started one. So we're trying to see if we can tie into to this, too, because we have a
space of this to do stuff. But we were a little bit. . . On what we like serve, yeah, like how
we like, serve our community because we like do just plenty different things, want to
save this. But even though we kind of want to, because there's a lot of. . . We brought a
lot of people up here, all the hula halaus came help. We supplied every ho'omau with
flowers and lei and you know, whatever that kind of stuff. Multitudes of school groups
that have come and taking classes from us on aloha ‘aina. Being one with your plants
and, you know, like there is no difference between us and them is what we try to teach,
like basically.

It seems like a sort of natural kind of connection with your own background in ag at
Lahainaluna.

Yeah, yeah, yeah, for sure.

We're coming to the end now. So | was wondering if there was, uh, you know, any broad
kind of idea you would, would offer about how Lahainaluna and that experience in
boarding has helped you on your path in life, and what you're doing now?

Well it definitely helped me on my path on life. Like I said, | always wanted to do this
kind of work, to be honest, from, because of my Lahainaluna experience. | would've
never knew that if | didn't go to Lahainaluna, | wouldv'e been stuck in Kailua and doing
whatever | was going to do over there, you know. But because | seen ag and | enjoyed it,
| always wanted to do it even before Lahainaluna. But | didn't know how because we was
stuck in our whatever, you know, we didn't have farm life or motorcycles and all that
kine stuff and stuff like. You know, so, my experience at Lahaina was definitely, |
wanted to do something like that, I really did. And I just didn't have the avenue to get to it
because | don't have land, we don't have kuleana lands or none one of that. And, you
know, pretty much my family is stuck in our little neighborhood, you know. So | didn't
have access to that. Maui Pine, you know. But, you know, so | never had a chance to
fulfill those skills I learned over there. Maybe build houses because industrial, yeah, over
there. So it's pretty industrious. | think they used to train guys, used to be industrial
production people in society to Lahainaluna. You know what | mean? Like | assume,
from the whenever they first started it, maybe in the beginning it was a missionary thing
but slowly evolved into a vocational school | guess. But at Lahainaluna, | definitely
experienced that. Definitely guided my life to be I mean, I'm somewhat successful, not
super successful, but I have family that loves me. | have grandchildren that love me. |
still healthy enough to walk around and do things, you know, even though I've had my
issues. But that's all right. Everybody has um. You know, and and how to battle this kind
of thing, because Lahainaluna you got to kind of tough it out when you're lonely and, uh,
you know, suffering a little bit. But, you know, you just got to do what you got to do.
And, and a lot of people help over there too, to battle through your downtimes, you know,
friends or whatever, teachers. Yeah. | definitely, | wish I kind of stayed. And it's funny |
was telling Kaiea over here, we used to punch the clock, he goes........ labor law? Oh, no.
You know, I think. Oh, yeah, yeah. Maybe, you know, I don't know. You know, but those
freshmen and they have to shape it up quick, you know, I give them credit because you
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got to wake up and work, you know. But like | said, the people from the country was
used to that already. So they had no trouble. It was the city folks that had trouble, you
know, especially the undisciplined city folks, you know, like all the Ko‘olau boys would
fight, though, you know, they didn't have a real good structure. I mean, you know, like
my dad was strict with me, too. So | was used to structure like that, you know, kind of,
you know, like we was raised to be, uh, you know, you better show up and really show
up. Not just show up and not show up. And so, and then Lahainaluna enhanced that. For
the most part, you know?

Well, I mean, it's just a beautiful ‘aina, [ mean, that you, you, you, your ohana and others
have put in this energy into and, you know, certainly is, | think, a really testament to that
legacy. You know, that you are a part of. Any last final thoughts at all or anything else
you wanted to say that we didn't get to ask you about?

Not to sort of thank you for opportunity that. . . I just seen it on, on the Lahainaluna
Boarders Association newsletter that you guys was looking at Native Hawaiian boarders?
I mean, ah, I haole too but like for the most part | was raised Hawaiian, you know, and all
my family roots go back, all the way back, you know. And, um, and | was interested in
why was Native Hawaiians, you know, I just found that odd because it wasn't a Native
Hawaiian thing. But even though, like I said, it was probably 70% Hawaiian, you know,
and real | mean, as Hawaiian as you can be, man. And very talented Hawaiians too. And
so like thank you for the opportunity to share, because 1 think it should be documented
and shared, and | think they should bring some of that back. Enough of this baloney about
"poor ting", because, you know, you end up "poor ting" anyway, you know, so that's what
| feel. I mean, I think they should bring some of that back and, um, because, you know, in
the pandemic and "oh, sustainable this" and "let's learn how to grow our own stuff”, and
what forgot about that already? You know, it's gone, nobody cares. It really is on to the
next tourist stuff, you know. And I got to see Lahaina in those days too, had tourism, but
it wasn't like now, you know, it was kind of cool tourist in a way, you know, they was
just happy to be here. And it was this, you know, they stayed in Ka'anapali or Lahaina
town they didn't go venturing through Hana and all those things. I never seen tourism
Hana, when I used to go Hana. Well maybe a few, but not like now. You know, poor
people in Hana. Gotta deal with that every day. Just cause why, you know. And
Lahainaluna definitely I wish, we should have one like that on every island, to be honest.
You know and maybe it could be a different format for business people, I don't know.
But you know, you still need guys like us to do the job. | mean, you know, and | guess
that's all. Thank you guys for letting me share a little bit about whatever, but you know.

Mahalo, mahalo nui.

Yeah, yeah.



