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During the years since World War II the care of aged Japanese
parents has become something of a problem in Hawaii, both in a factual
and in a psychological sense. At the time of the 1940 Census only about
a fourth of the 37,453 foreign-born Japanese had reached the age of sixty.
It is estimated that at the present time more than three-fourths of the
foreign-born Japanese (who now number considerably less than 30,000)
are sixty years of age or older. Data from the 1950 Census indicate that
more than ninety-five per cent of these older foreign-born Japanese had
married. About one fourth of the men of this age group were widowers
while about two-fifths of the women over sixty were widows. While the
numbers for an intercensal year such as 1958 cannot be exact, it can be
conservatively estimated that there are in the Territory more than 10,000
Japanese families in which one or both parents are over sixty years old.
Undoubtedly, in a very large proportion of these families, care of the
parents during their declining years has become a matter of concern to
their children,

Traditionally the eldest son in Japanese families was expected to
assume the responsibility of caring for his aged parents. Associated with
the assumption of this obligation in village Japan was the custom of a father
formally retiring on his sixtieth birthday and turning over the duties of
head of the household to his male heir. Any family property came under the
control of the heir who, with income from this source, together with any
other family earnings, was expected to care for his aging parents and also
for other sons and their families and for any unmarried siblings living in
the household.

In view of the trends toward Americanization and individualism
taking place in Japanese families in Hawaii it was thought worthwhile for
students to interview a number of Nisei eldest sons in order to ascertain
their opinions regarding their obligation to care for their parents (and any
problems they felt in connection with this obligation), During the early
part of 1954 five students of Japanese ancestry, working on two separate
projects, decided to concentrate upon eldest Nisei sons who were white-
collar workers, primarily in clerical and sales positions in Honolulu. It
was believed that there had been a widespread desire among these middle
class, urban persons to establish separate households in Honolulu, rather
than to follow the traditional pattern of the son bringing his wife into his
parents’ home and rearing his children inhis parents’ household. Moreover,
it was assumed that the adoption of American middle class values and
motivations among these persons of moderate incomes might create
situations in which the care of aging parents might be thought of as a
financial burden. It was further hypothesized that with little property
coming to the eldest sons from the parents and with younger married
brothers establishing their own households and keeping their own earnings,
many of the first-born sons might come to sense some feeling of injustice
in being expected to assume the entire burden of caring for their parents
and might therefore take the position that other siblings should share in
this responsibility. The materials which follow represent some of the
findings of one of these two projects in which twenty-four persons were







