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With the exception of black-white differentials,?!
information pertaining to ethnic patterns of long dis-
tance migration in the United States is extremely
scanty. This is largeily attributable to the fact that
migration studies are generally dependent on the pub-
lished census and migration data contained therein are
breken (if af all)inte ¥total-nenwhitel ok Utotal-
Negro" categories. Another contributing factor is that
in the search for "laws" explaining migration behavior,
it is often assumed that economic or amenity motiva-
tions in long distance migration are paramount and
furthermore that desires and tastes are uniformly dis-
tributed among the general population. The fact that
most migration studies not dependent on census data
concentrate on inmigrants to a given area also makes
measurement of migration patterns by ethnicity diffi-
cult as data concerning ethnic characteristics of
migrants to other destinations are rarely collected
in such studies.

Even where migration differentials by ethnicity
are established, as for example when Uhlenberg (1973)
found that the mainly non-Anglo Saxon foreign-born
were disproportionately likely to leave West Virginia
during the Great Depression, the length of time lived
in a given place is generally not controlled. Because
of the "axiom of cumulative inertia," it is to be ex-
pected that the bulk of outmigrants from a given area
are previous inmigrants. In Hawaii, perhaps 95 per-
cent of the nonmilitary related inmigrants are white;
therefore, a research finding that the outmigrants
are disproportionately white is trivial in terms of
advancing our knowledge of migration. Whereas 218,700
nonmilitary related individuals arriving in Hawaii
between FY 1965 and the end of FY 1975 were "intended
residents" according to surveys of westbound passen-
gers to Hawaii (computed from Hawaii DPED, 1976:12),
a survey in April, 1975 that included all of Hawaii
with the exception of the 3.5 percent living in Kauai
County revealed that only 65,800 Mainland-born whites
had lived in Hawaii for less than 11 years.2 If the







