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With the exception of black-white differentials,1 
information pertaining to ethnic patterns of long dis-— 
tance migration in the United States is extremely 
scanty. .This is largely attributable to the fact chat 
Migration studies are generally dependent on the pub- 
lished census and migration data contained therein are 
brokéhn {if at ell) into. “total-nenwhite of “Lotal= 
Negro" categories... Another Comtributing ELactor is that 
in the search for "laws" explaining migration behavior, 
it is often assumed that economic or amenity motiva- 
tions in long distance migration are paramount and 
furthermore that desires and tastes are uniformly dis- 
tributed among the general population. The fact that 
most migration studies not dependent on census data 
concentrate on inmigrants to a given area also makes 
measurement of migration patterns by ethnicity diffi- 
cult aS data concerning ethnic Characteristics of 
migrants to other destinations are rarely collected 
in such studies. 

Even where migration differentials by ethnicity 
are established, as for example when Uhlenberg (1973) 
found, that the mainly non-Anglo Saxon fForéign—-born 
were disproportionately likely to leave West Virginia 
during the Great Depression, the length of time lived 
in a given place is generally not controlled. Because 
of the “axiom of Gumulative inertia,” it 1s to be ex- 

pected that the bulk Of Outmigrants £rom a given area 
are previous inmigrants. In Hawaii, perhaps 95 per- 
cent of the nonmilitary related inmigrants are white; 
therefore, a research finding that the outmigrants 
are disproportionately white is trivial in terms of 
advancing our knowledge of migration. Whereas 218,700 
nonmilitary related individuals arriving in Hawaii 
between FY 1965 and the end of FY 1975 were “intended 
residents" according to surveys of westbound passen- 
gers to Hawaii (computed from Hawaii DPED, 1976:12), 
a: Survey inc April, 1975 that ancluded all of Hawaii 
with the ‘exception of the 3.5 percent living=in: Kauai 
County revealed that only 65,800 Mainland-born whites 
had lived in Hawaii for less than 11 years.2 If the 
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local-born population departed at the same rate, the 
G@istinetiy Asien and Pacific Elavor of the Hawaii pop- 
ulation would have been lost long ago. 

One study that compared two distinct ethnic 
groups with local roots: in-a county in Nova Scotia 
revealed a different pattern of outmigration. That 
the French speaking Arcadians were characterized by 
a considerably lower rate of outmigration than those 
of English ancestry was attributed by Conner (1967) 
£0 the “local orientation” of the former whereas the 
latter Strongly identified with the “national society." 
This study provides valuable insights on how values 
associated with ethnic status can affect migration. 

In this paper, ditterential outmigration patterns 
of the local-born by ethnicity from Hawaii are investi- 
gated. Basic sources used are published and public 
use census data, class lists showing the 1974 loca- 
tions of persons graduating from Hawaii high schools 
in 1964, a questionnaire survey sent in 1975 to 200 
of the graduates living on the Mainland and an equal 
number with Hawaii addresses, and formal interviews 
with 44 of the graduates who were residing on the 
WES. COAST. 

POr purposes O: analyzing migration. patterns of 
the 1964 high school graduates, the Caucasian group 
was Givided into “Haoles” and "Portuguese"; the latter 
Group Came EO Hawaii as plantation laborers and are 
locally considered to be culturally distinct from 
Caucasians of non-Iberian ancestry.? "“Nonwhite". for 
practical purposes means nonblack as the number of 
Hawaii-born blacks who stay in the islands to maturity 
is miniscule. Indeed, blacks are here excluded from 
the 1970 census data referring to nonwhites. 

Migration Ditferentials Prior to. World. War .IT 

From the 1890s to World War II, Hawaii was econom- 
ically dominated by the pineapple and sugar plantations, 
with political control exercised by the numerically 
small Haole elite. Most of the local-born were de- 
scendants of plantation labor immigrants. The histor- 
ical evidence is that outmigration was heavy among 
all groups  ~ecraited for plantation: Labor: with’ the 
exception of the Chinese.4 However, whereas the out- 
migration of the descendants of the nonwhite plantation 
laborers was minimal, a substantial outmigration con- 
tinued among the Hawaii-born whites. Nonwhites were 
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