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Japanese American Contemporary Experience in Hawai because of the 

critical need for studies that address current issues and processes in the 
local Japanese community. Virtually all of the recent social science and 
humanities publications on Japanese Americans in Hawai‘i are focused on 
historical events and issues. These works include Cane Fires: The Anti-Japanese 

Movement in Hawaii, 1865-1945 by Gary Y. Okihiro (1991), Americaniza- 
tion, Acculturation, and Ethnic Identity: The Nisei Generation in Hawaii by 
Eileen H. Tamura (1994), An Unlikely Revolutionary: Matsuo Takabuki and 

the Making of Modern Hawaii by Takabuki (1998), and The Japanese Con- 
spiracy: The Oahu Sugar Strike of 1920 by Masayo Umezawa Duus (1999). 
This recent trend continues that of the 1980s when again primarily historical 
works were published in commemoration of the 100thanniversary of Japanese 

immigration to Hawai'i in 1985 such as Roland Kotani’s The Japanese in 
Hawaii: A Century of Struggle. The last book on the contemporary Japanese 
American experience is Dennis M. Ogawa’s Jan Ken Po: The World of Hawait’s 

Japanese Americans published in 1973. Italso has been nearly 25 years since the 
last major edited collection on Japanese Americans was published, that is, 

Kodomo No Tame Ni: For the Sake of the Children by Ogawa (1978). 

4 This special volume of Social Process in Hawat% is concerned with The 

One of the major contributions of Social Process in Hawai‘ since it began 
publication in 1935 is its documentation of social and cultural contemporary 
life in the islands such that the issues from previous decades can be appreciated 
at present for the valuable insights and information they provide. We are 
indeed fortunate to be able to benefit from the scholarly research conducted 
by Romanzo Adams, Andrew Lind, Bernhard Hormann, and other faculty and 
students in the Department of Sociology at the University of Hawai'i in the 
1930s through the 1950s. In addition to providing descriptions and analyses 
of the contemporary Japanese American community, the present volume of 
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Social Process is intended to serve a similar purpose for scholars in future 

decades since, as I have noted above, studies of the contemporary local Japanese 

experience are very much lacking. 

Current Status of the Japanese American Community 

According to the 2000 U.S. Census (2001), the Japanese American 

population of Hawai‘, including part-Japanese, was 296,674, including 

201,764 who claimed to be full Japanese. Unlike in previous censuses, in 2000 

respondents were allowed to indicate that they belonged to more than one race 

or ethnic group, and 32 percent of the total number of Japanese Americans in 

Hawai‘i did so, that is, nearly one-third of local Japanese are part-Japanese, 

indicative of increased intermarriage among the Sansei and Yonsei genera- 

tions.! Persons of Japanese descent (full and part) can be considered to 

constitute 24.5 percent of Hawaii’s population of 1,211,537 which is slightly 

higher than the 22.3 percent they represented in 1990. However, those 

percentages are not necessarily comparable because in 1990 census respon- 

dents could state they belonged to only one racial or ethnic group, and some 

part-Japanese may have opted to indicate membership in another racial or 

ethnic group. Taking into consideration multiple-counting of multiracial/ 

ethnic persons (for example, a Japanese-Filipino individual would be counted 

as belonging to both groups if s/he had indicated such when completing the 

2000 census form), Japanese Americans continue to constitute the second 

largest racial/ethnic group in Hawai'i as in 1990 after Whites and before 

Filipino Americans, Native Hawatians and Chinese Americans.” This second 

ranking is a little surprising given the relatively lower birthrate among local 

Japanese and the lack of significant immigration from Japan of about 500 

persons per year. Based on ethnicity of the mother, Japanese represented 12.5 

percent of resident live births in Hawai‘iin 1998 (State Department of Health 

2001:2). 

In terms of socioeconomic status, the 2000 U.S. Census has not yet 

released information on occupational, income and educational status by race 

and ethnicity for Hawai‘i. However, I do not think that there was much change 

in the socioeconomic status of Japanese Americans since 1990, and they 

continue to be one of the dominant groups along with Chinese Americans and 

Whites (Okamura 1998:200—201). If anything, because of the recession in 

Hawai‘i for most of the 1990s, Japanese Americans together with the latter 

groups enhanced their socioeconomic position relative to the more disadvan- 


