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Japanese American Contemporary Experience in Hawai i because of the

critical need for studies that address current issues and processes in the
local Japanese community. Virtually all of the recent social science and
humanities publications on Japanese Americans in Hawai‘i are focused on
historical events and issues. These works include Cane Fires: The Anti-Japanese
Movement in Hawaii, 1865—1945 by Gary Y. Okihiro (1991), Americaniza-
tion, Acculturation, and Ethnic Identity: The Nisei Generation in Hawaii by
Eileen H. Tamura (1994), An Unlikely Revolutionary: Matsuo Takabuki and
the Making of Modern Hawaii by Takabuki (1998), and The Japanese Con-
spiracy: The Oahu Sugar Strike of 1920 by Masayo Umezawa Duus (1999).
This recent trend continues that of the 1980s when again primarily historical
works were published in commemoration of the 100thanniversary of Japanese
immigration to Hawai‘i in 1985 such as Roland Kotani’s The Japanese in
Hawaii: A Century of Struggle. The last book on the contemporary Japanese
American experience is Dennis M. Ogawa’s Jan Ken Po: The World of Hawaii's
Japanese Americans published in 1973. Italso has been nearly 25 years since the
last major edited collection on Japanese Americans was published, that is,

Kodomo No Tame Ni: For the Sake of the Children by Ogawa (1978).

’ I Yhis special volume of Soczal Process in Hawai is concerned with The

One of the major contributions of Social Process in Hawai i since it began
publication in 1935 is its documentation of social and cultural contemporary
life in the islands such that the issues from previous decades can be appreciated
at present for the valuable insights and information they provide. We are
indeed fortunate to be able to benefit from the scholarly research conducted
by Romanzo Adams, Andrew Lind, Bernhard Hormann, and other faculty and
students in the Department of Sociology at the University of Hawai‘i in the
1930s through the 1950s. In addition to providing descriptions and analyses
of the contemporary Japanese American community, the present volume of







