'Plan to turn Waipahu dump into park moves ahead

By Kay Lynch

Mdcertiser Education Vi riter

A proposal te turn a Waipahu dump
site into a sorely necded park easily
cieared ancther hurdle yesterday
when a school board commitice
recommended approval of a land
tr.:nrn;fcr. Department of Education

© state L of Educal
said il does not need the brush-cover-
ctl, 8-acre arca behind Waipahu Inter-
mediate School. It wants to return it
to the state Department of Land and
Natural Resources. The land depart-
ment would relinquish control 1o the
cily. which owns the two adjpining

parcels.

“f just reccived a call woday from
the office of Jeremy Harris {Honolulu
managing dircclor) and the people
there said it's OK to tell you the city
is just walting for the approval ¢* "=
department and the Board of Educa-
tion," sald Meriel Collins of the "Care-
A-Lot Committee™

“They will put in their budget re-
quest for a feasibility study and con-
struction of 2 oncacre  ‘passive
park’ " as a first phase, Collins told
the school baard’s Facilities Commit-

icc.
Care-A-Lot Commitice member
Andres Quartero said the park has

been suggested numerous Umes in the
last 1B ycars, but things didn’t begin
to happen unul the residenta got to-
gether in April. '

A church also wanted the property,
but the Waipahu Neighborhood Board
cndorsed the park plan because it
would serve the broader community
interest, Quartero said.

Collins described the neighborhood
as an overcrowded, high-density
apartment arca of about 3,000 resi-
dents in 700 unils. Because iL has no
nearby park or playground, children
play In the streets and on construe-
Uon sites.

“Children designate electrical poles
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as their touchdown mark and parked
cars as their bases for baseball
games,” said state Hep. Paul Oshiro,
"This creates a serious safety hazard
for our youngsicrs as well as for
others in our community.”

Park devclopment would remove a
community eyesore, create a itive
environment and help con delin-
quent student activities such as smok-
ing ond cutling classes, sald the De-
partment of Education in its report o
the Facilities Committee. The depart-
ment said the land is not needed by
the school.

“1f the counties want to build parks
next 1o schools, I'm all for ii, because

we (the schools) become the
users,” said school board member
Willlam Waters, who sat in on the
meeting,

Collins said Waipahu residents
Imud EI;:I" whwork cltﬁt&vely hw-
ward a such as 4 park through a
“Training of Trainers™ pro| spon-

unity

sored by the Honolulu
Action Program last march.

Marvilyn Holi chairs the Care-A-Lot
Commitiee. Other members who ap-
peared before the school board com-
mittee were Ingrid Murray and Sarah

ues.

The commitiee’s recommendation
now goes before the full school board.
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