Pollution conviction is upheld

B Supreme Court rejects

two men'’s claim that they
weren’t aware of violatjons
From staff and wire reporis SB (f 25/25-

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court
today rejected the appeal of two Hawaii
men convicted of polluting the ocean off
Sandy Beach.

The court, without comment, turned
down arguments that the two criminal
prosecutions under Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act were unfair because pros-
ecutors were not required to prove Mi
chael Weitzenhoff and Thomas Mariani
knew they were violating the law.

Their unsuccessful appeal had been sup-
ported in friend-of-the-court briefs submit-
ted by, among others, the U,S. Chamber of
Commerce, the Chemical Manufacturers
Association, the National Association of
Manufacturers and several conservative
advocacy groups.

“Its nice to finally bring it to a closure,”
said City Councilman Steve Holmes, who
heads the Council's Environment and Pub-
lic Works Committee.

Holmes said he hopes the ruling will

gend a strong message to others who
violate environmental laws.

Weitzenhoff was the manager and Mari-
ani the assistant manager, of the East
Honolulu Community Services Treatment
Plant on Oahu in 198889 when on 40
separate occasions, prosecutors said, the
plant illegally discharged sludge into the
ocean.

Weitzenhoff and Mariani were convict-
ed of “*knowingly” violating the anti-pollu-
tion law.

Prosecutors said the “waste activated
sludge” normally hauled to another treat-
ment facility had been dumped into-the
ocean. The plant treats up to 4 million
gallons of residential waste water each
day, and-has a permit to discharge treated
walter into the ocean.

The appeal acted on today said the two
men did not know that the discharges had
exceeded the terms of the plant's permit,
issued by the federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

Their lawyers also argued that Weitzen-
hoff and Mariani were denied a chance to
mount a 'good-faith defense.

Justice Department iawyers urged the
high court to reject the appeal, saying it
raised no important legal issue.



