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IMMIGRATION 
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: Historical Survey of Immigration 
The first organized immigration of the Japanese to Hawaii 

dates back to 1868. The government of the Hawaiian monarchy 
recruited the migrants for plantation labor through its trading 
commissioner, who was stationed in Tokyo. The proposition at- 
tracted over 300 adventurous spirited youths, mostly of Tokyo, of 
whom 133 were. accepted besides nine women and one child. 
These young men were between the ages of thirteen and twenty- 
seven years and coolies or palanquin bearers by occupation. They 
were mostly vagabonds, engaged in fighting, gambling or high- 
way robbery. They had no idea of where Hawaii was but some- 
how concluded that it was as far as Tenjiku or “Heaven”.' They 
all cut the top-knots of their hair at their departure as the sign 
of farewell to the gods of the old country. Then they entered 
into a convenant of brotherhood, promising each other that they 
would quarrel] no more among themselves but help and_ protect 
each other in every way when they reached Tenjiku. (This: first 
group of immigrants is known among the Japanese in Hawaii as 
the Gannen-mono.?.. They came at the time when the govern- 
ment of Japan was changing from the Shogunate to the Meiji era. 
In order to avoid the complication which might be caused by the 
new governmental policy, their departure was almost that of stow- 
aways, in such a hurried manner. They came on an English boat. 

_ After landing at Honolulu, the immigrants were given two 
weeks’ vacation. However, after the merry life of the big city of 
Yedo, Hawaii looked very primitive and they were extremely dis- 
appointed at the first sight of the islands. After two weeks in 
Honolulu, they were sent to different places: 113 went to the 
plantations, (eight to Kauai, forty-five to Maui, sixty-one to 
Oahu), twenty were placed in haole homes in Honolulu as domes- 
tic servants, and the women went with their husbands. 

The Gannen-mono were on a three years’ contract. They 
worked twenty-six days per month, from 6:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
with thirty minutes for lunch daily and were paid $4.00 per 
month, besides food, lodging and medical expenses. Unaccustom- 
ed to farm work they found their life very strenuous and wrote 
to the Japanese government about their hardships. In 1869 three Japanese officials came to investigate their conditions.? Forty 
immigrants returned to Japan with those officials. In 1870 Mr. 
Pierce, an American minister to Hawaii, was appointed by the Japanese government to act as an official supervisor of all the Japanese immigrants.*, 

1 Tenjiku indicates India and at the same time the sacred abode of Bud- dha which was believed to be the destination of man. Tenjiku thus meant the farthest distance a human being could go, 2 Gannen means the first year; Mono means persons. The year of their departure was the first year of the Meiji Emperor after the reigning: Power was restored from the Tokugawa Government. ; 3 R. Kihara, History of Japanese People in Hawaii (Hawaii Nihonjin Shi), p. 413. Those officials were the guests of the King. 4 Ibid. p. 418. Upto contract immigration American diplomatic ministers to Hawaii acted as the Tonorary Japanese Consuls. 
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When the three years’ contract ended seventeen returned to 

Japan.’ Those who remained, married the native women or wom- 

en of other races and settled in other trades. A few were quite 

successful financially. One married a Portuguese woman and be- 

came a devout Catholic. 
Eventually all of the Gannen-mono were assimilated into the 

larger community and did not constitute a separate Japanese 

community. They were too small in number, and no organized 

type of immigration followed this for eighteen years. , 

|The typical Japanese immigrant began to appear in 1885, 

when immigration under the auspices of the Japanese govern- 

ment occurred.® This time, in the effort to get hard-working 

plantation laborers, the Japanese government recruited the im- 

migrants among the peasants in the prefectures of Hiroshima, 

Yamaguchi and Kumamoto in the south-west and in some north- 

eastern agricultural prefectures. In February 1885, 948 Japanese 

were brought on the S.S. City of Tokyo as the first contracted 

laborers.? This time they had with them Japanese supervisors 

and interpreters and Japanese physicians all of whom were em- 

ployed by the Hawaiian government.® 
This type of immigration continued until 1894. During this 

period twenty-six boats brought 29,032 Japanese to Hawaii. Their 

travelling expenses were paid by the plantations. Their wage was 

$15 per month of which they were to deposit 15 per cent to be 

drawn when they left Hawaii after three years. 

From 1894 a few private immigration companies, cooperat- 

ing with the various plantations, took over the importation of 

laborers from Japan. Up to 1900 they brought about 40,208 im- 

migrants to Hawaii. However, these firms were in such acute com- 

petition with one another that they developed unreasonable 

means of recruiting the immigrants among the ignorant peasants.° 

Besides, they were getting double profit—commissions from the 

plantation employers and from the immigrants. Finally they 

were severely attacked by the Japanese community and were | 

forced to leave the Islands.'° 

Between 1900 and 1908 was the period of free immigration, 

when 68,326 Japanese came to Hawaii." With annexation to the 

United States in 1898 the Immigration Law of the United States 

was applied to Hawaii, which resulted in the elimination of con- 

tract immigration as well as in the elimination of the contracts of 

those already working on the plantations. 

This emancipation resulted in various social phenomena. 

One was the movement to the mainland, which started in a small 

5 Ibid, p. 422. 
6 Between 1868 and 1885 there was ho organized migration to Ha- 

wail. Those who came were ‘a small number who had been working 

on American whaling boats and were stranded here. They were more 

or less assimilated into the local life. 

Ibid, p. 488. 
Tbid, p. 517. Food was not provided at this figure, but they were pro- 

vided free housing, medical attenion and exemption from taxes. In 

the case of women, the wage was $10 per month. 

9 Thid, p. 477. They sent agents to villages to recruit picture brides too. 

They charged about $100 per head, besides commission from plantations.. 

10 Ibid, p 479. The application of the Immigration Law of the United 

States became effective in 1900. 
1 -Ebid, p..o1s: 
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