
Introduction 

stationed in Honolulu. Ona visit to the base library, I requested a book 

or anything in writing about Blacks in Hawai‘i, and after a search, 

was told by the base librarian that no such published information could be 
found. Fifteen years later while working for the Government of American 
Samoa, I stopped in Hawat‘i and visited the State Library and University of 
Hawai‘i Library, again seeking information on Blacks in Hawai‘i; once again, 

my search was frustrating and very little information was found. While in 
Samoa, I had heard stories of men of African ancestry who had lived in Suva, 

Fiji and Apia, Samoa as well as in Pago Pago, American Samoa and on other 

remote Islands of the South Pacific. Where did these Blacks come from? Did 
they have families? What circumstances had brought these men of African 
ancestry to the far away South Pacific? 

T= seeds for this work were sown many years ago in 1947 when I was 

The Islands of Hawai‘i and the South Pacific have always fascinated 
adventurers, merchants, sailors, missionaries, and those with their own soaring 

dreams of paradise. When these foreigners stepped onto the beaches of Hawai'i, 
the Kanaka Maoli received them with the open arms of warmth and hospital- 
ity just as the land itself had once welcomed them. The Hawaiian people are 
Polynesians, descendents of courageous navigators who had earlier settled in 

the many Islands known now as the “Polynesian Triangle” bounded by New 
Zealand to the Southwest, Easter Island to the Southeast, and Hawai‘i to 
the North. Sailing freely from the South Pacific to the North, navigating by 
the stars, the movement of the ocean currents, and by following the flight of 
migrating birds, Polynesian peoples eventually landed ocean-going canoes on 
Hawaiian shores sometime during the sixth century and, finding the Islands 
pleasant and inviting, decided to settle. It was not until the eleventh century 
that others, sailing regularly from the Marquesas, joined these initial settlers. 

These early voyagers had planned well both for survival of the hardships of 
such long trips and for the rigors of settling anew in unknown lands. Travel- 
ers carried with them their religion, food supplies, which included chickens, 

pigs, plants and cooking and storage containers, and plants that might allow 
them to create the tools needed for settlement, including rope, bark cloth, 
utensils, etc. 
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Travel between Tahiti, the Society Islands and Hawai'i stopped around 

1275 A.D. When the Englishman, James Cook, arrived in 1778, he met 

Polynesians who had been living in Hawai‘i for over a thousand years and who 
had, for much of that time, been living a life isolated from other Polynesians of 

the Pacific. Cook’s lieutenant, James King, estimated that there were 400,000 

Hawaiians at the time of Cook’s arrival, but contemporary historian David 
Stannard suggests in Before the Horror that his study of Hawai‘i’s population 
revises that earlier estimate to 800,000 inhabitants living in Hawai‘i in 1778.’ 
Cook believed that those whom he encountered on the shores of Hawai'i 
resembled the Polynesians he had met earlier during his visits to the Islands 
South of Hawai‘i. They had similar physical features, cultures and life styles. 
During his visit to the Islands, Cook encountered highly developed societies 

that were both politically and socially organized,” but, unfamiliar with either 
the history of the Polynesians or with their complex philosophic systems, Cook 
reported his initial encounters with the people of Hawai‘i using the language, 
the vision, and the tools ofa very different culture. Although a scientist trained 

to acutely observe, Cook observed with a lens that was ground by a European 
community thatas yet had little or no understanding that equally valid societies 
might exist in the world that did not share European goals or values. Whatever 
Cook thought of the peoples he encountered, there can be no question that 
life was never the same after Cook arrived in Hawai'i. 

Cook commented in his journal that he and his men entered 

their ports without daring to make opposition, we attempt to land in a 

peaceable manner, if this succeeds, it’s well, if not we land nevertheless and 

maintain the footing we thus got by superiority of our firearms... .° 

Cook may have felt that he could rely for protection on the power of guns, 
but his last visit to the Islands in 1779 was cut short by angry warriors at 
Kealakekua Bay on the Island of Hawai‘i. One of the larger, single-masted 

dinghies from the H..S. Discovery had been taken by several Hawaiians, 
and in retaliation Cook threatened to hold elderly chief, Kalaniopu‘u, as 

hostage. Enraged, warriors attacked and killed Cook along with four of his 
men. 

Captain Cook’s final layover in Hawai‘i was brief, but that visit left a 
mark on Hawai‘i that it is noted even today. Cook’s marines did use firearms 
against the Hawaiians, and won few friends with that action, but perhaps 
more devastating to the Hawaiian people were the European diseases that 
these English sailors brought with them. Syphilis, tuberculosis, small pox, and 


