Introduction

stationed in Honolulu. On a visit to the base library, I requested a book

or anything in writing about Blacks in Hawai‘i, and after a search,
was told by the base librarian that no such published information could be
found. Fifteen years later while working for the Government of American
Samoa, I stopped in Hawai‘i and visited the State Library and University of
Hawai‘i Library, again seeking information on Blacks in Hawai‘i; once again,
my search was frustrating and very little information was found. While in
Samoa, I had heard stories of men of African ancestry who had lived in Suva,
Fiji and Apia, Samoa as well as in Pago Pago, American Samoa and on other
remote Islands of the South Pacific. Where did these Blacks come from? Did
they have families? What circumstances had brought these men of African
ancestry to the far away South Pacific?

The seeds for this work were sown many years ago in 1947 when I was

The Islands of Hawai‘i and the South Pacific have always fascinated
adventurers, merchants, sailors, missionaries, and those with their own soaring
dreams of paradise. When these foreigners stepped onto the beaches of Hawai'i,
the Kinaka Maoli received them with the open arms of warmth and hospital-
ity just as the land itself had once welcomed them. The Hawaiian people are
Polynesians, descendents of courageous navigators who had earlier settled in
the many Islands known now as the “Polynesian Triangle” bounded by New
Zealand to the Southwest, Easter Island to the Southeast, and Hawai‘i to
the North. Sailing freely from the South Pacific to the North, navigating by
the stars, the movement of the ocean currents, and by following the flight of
migrating birds, Polynesian peoples eventually landed ocean-going canoes on
Hawaiian shores sometime during the sixth century and, finding the Islands
pleasant and inviting, decided to settle. It was not until the eleventh century
that others, sailing regularly from the Marquesas, joined these initial settlers.
These early voyagers had planned well both for survival of the hardships of
such long trips and for the rigors of settling anew in unknown lands. Travel-
ers carried with them their religion, food supplies, which included chickens,
pigs, plants and cooking and storage containers, and plants that might allow
them to create the tools needed for settlement, including rope, bark cloth,
utensils, etc.







