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Counterfeiters

sell fake passes
for $10 - $50

By Matthew K. Ing
Ka Leo Staff Writer

A counterfeit University Bus Pass
was confiscated from a University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa freshman student
by a Campus Center staff member
last week. This incident marked the
third counterfeit U-PASS discovered
between Jan. 16 and Jan. 18.

According to a report filed with
Campus Security, the accused stu-
dentwas renewing her studentiden-
tification card at the Campus Center
Ticket Office on Jan. 18 when a staff
member noticed adiscrepancyinthe
U-PASS sticker affixed to her card.

The Campus Center staff mem-
ber contacted the University Parking
and Transportation Office to check

the serial number of the discrepant
sticker with TheBus, Oahu’s public
transit service provider and issuer
of the U-PASS. The serial number
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Meteovology student Ahira M Sanchez-Lugo shows her U-pass to Express A bus driver on Monday.

Common ways
that counterfeit
passes are made

1)  Scan official pass.

2) Digitallychangeserialnum-
ber.

3) Printimagetoscaleonhigh-
gloss paper.

4)  Cut out pass, making sure
thatedges are smooth and regu-
lar.

5) Before adhering U-PASS to
studentID,validateand/orrenew
your ID before adhering image.

According to Section 13-2.8 of the
Revised Ordinances of Honolulu,
"any person who makes or issues
any imitation or counterfeit of a
bus token, coupon or approved
card, or knowingly uses such a
token, coupon or approved card
Sfor bus far shall be fined not more
than $2,000 or imprisoned for not
more than one year, or both."

information was discredited and the
sticker was confirmed counterfeit.

In a written statement, the
accusedstudenttoldCampusSecurity
that she purchased a U-PASS and
then lost her student identification
card in Waikiki.

“l was upset about losing the
$100 bus pass, so when someone
offered me a bus pass for $10, | took
him up on the offer," she wrote in her
personal statement on file.

The accused woman said that
she did not know the unidentified
man who was issuing and making

these counterfeit U-PASS stickers.
He allegedly approached her in the
Hale Aloha courtyard after overhear-
ing her talking about her lost wallet
beforeofferingheradiscounted price
on a fake U-PASS.

UH freshman Troy Samura, a
resident of Hale Aloha Lokelani, said
he has heard about this illegal coun-
terfeiting operation in the towers of
Hale Aloha.

“I don't know the guy personally,
but it seems to be a profitable busi-
ness,” Samura said. “A lot of freshmen
seem to be looking for this guy to buy

their own cheap fake bus passes.”

Tom Enomoto, a manager who
oversees all bus pass programs at
TheBus, said that counterfeiters usu-
ally get caught. “Because TheBus
is a part of the City and County of
Honolulu, counterfeiting bus pass-
es is a crime against the city, and
counterfeiters can be prosecuted,
Enomoto said.

According to Section 13-2.8 of
the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu,
“any person who makes or issues any
imitation or counterfeit of a bus token,
couponorapprovedcard,orknowingly

usessuchatoken,coupon,orapproved
cardforbusfareshallbefined notmore
than$2,000orimprisonedfornotmore
than one year, or both!”

An expiration date, serial num-
ber and reflective texture are all fac-
torsthatEnomotobelievessafeguard
TheBuspassesagainstcounterfeiters.
However, one bus driver who chose
to remain anonymous believes that
a counterfeit U-PASS would most
likely go undetected.

The driver, who services a
“CityExpress!” route from UHM,
said using a fake pass could be done

News

Auditions for comedy next Monday

Auditions for “Rhinoceros,” a comedic
drama, will take place next Monday from 3
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Tuesday from 3 p.m. to
5:30 p.m. at the Earle Ernst Lab Theatre.

All University of Hawai‘i at Manoa stu-
dents can participate in the auditions.

“Rhinoceros,” by Eugene lonesco, is a
comedicdramathatwill bethefinal Mainstage
production of the spring semester. Scripts
can be borrowed from the Theatre & Dance
Department Office with a $3.00 deposit.
Auditioners should read the play and decide
which scene and character they would like to
read at the audition. Director Glenn Cannon
is looking for ten men and six women. Some
actors may be cast to play two different roles.

Rehearsals for “Rhinoceros” will begin
on Feb. 27. Performance dates are the fol-
lowing: April 20, 21, 22, 28 and 29. For more
information, e-mail gcannon@hawaii.edu.

Undergraduate opportunity for research stipend
At the beginning of 2006, the Vice

Chancellor for Research and Graduate

Education launched a program designed to

encourageandsupportundergraduateresearch.
The program is open to full-time under-
graduate studentsin good academic standing
who will be able to complete their proposed
research program before they graduate.

The program anticipates making up to
30 awards, with a typical award being around
$3,000,tocoverastipendandrelatedresearch
expenses including travel, if such is required
to complete the proposed program.

Awardees who plan to receive academic
credit for the summer research will not be
eligible to receive a stipend but can apply for
equipmentand/ortravelsupportifsuchisnec-
essary to carry out their proposed research.

Students interested in applying for summer
2006supportshouldsubmitathree-pageapplica-
tion (including charts, photos and/or references)
to the Director of Research Relations in Spalding
357 by Friday, Feb. 24. The form is available in
Spalding 357 or can be downloaded from the
URC Web site at http://www.hawaii.edu/urc/.
(Click on “Funding”).

For further information call Director of
Research Relations Harold McArthur at 956-
8128, e-mail him at hmcarthu@hawaii.edu, or

visit him at Spalding Hall 357.

Matsunaga Institute offers scholarship and
award

The Spark Matsunaga Institute for Peace
is accepting applications for the Jacob Peace
Memorial Award and Nobumoto Tanahashi
Peace Scholarship.

Applicants for the Jacob Award (maxi-
mum $500) must be full-time graduate or
undergraduate students who have demon-
strated, throughaproject, proposal orequiva-
lent, a commitment to peacemaking leader-
ship, peace studies, conflict prevention or
resolution, or intercultural understanding.
Applicants for the Tanahashi Scholarship
(maximum $5,000) should be matriculated
graduatestudentswith demonstratedfinancial
need, whose thesis or dissertation project is
related to the previously listed topics.

ApplicationscanbeobtainedinSaunders
Hall 717,723 or 523, or online at http://www.
peaceinstitute.hawaii.edu. The completed
application is due by March 15,2006 at noon.
For more information, please e-mail uhip@
hawaii.edu.

easily. “If you were a cashier collect-
ing money, you probably wouldn’t
notice a fake twenty or fifty dollar
bill," he said.

An e-mail to Ka Leo News from
Campus Center director Sarah Yap
said Campus Center staff have been
briefed on various ways to spot U-
PASS counterfeits, which Yap calls
“quite good copies.”

Rough edges due to hand-cut-
ting, a slight raise due to gluing and
a reddish tint to the usually black
lettering are all indicators of a coun-
terfeit U-PASS.

The counterfeit passes are cur-
rently going for $10 to $50 on the
street and are mainly being sold to
freshmen, Yap said.

Using fake bus passes, Enomoto
said, is not necessarily a cheaper
alternative.

“If a student gets caught, that
student loses the money that was
used on the fake pass as well as the
money needed to buy a new official
U-PASS,” he said.

Because the U-PASS s still
in its infancy, Enomoto said that a
continued counterfeiting operation
could result in harsh consequences
for the university.

The city could take drastic mea-
sures and not offer the pass to stu-
dents, he said, though that would be
a final measure.

At the conclusion of her writ-
ten statement, the accused student
explainedhow,inretrospect, heraction
did prove to be more costly and she
apologized for “involving [herself] in
what was clearly a stupid procedure”

Enomoto said that TheBus
will continue to work with Campus
Security to find and fine or pros-
ecutethe producersofthe counter-
feit U-PASSes.
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Free Events

Aconcertfeaturingthemusic
of Natalie Ai Kamauu will take
place Friday night from 7 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. at the Hemenway Hall
Courtyard at UHM. Admission
is free and open to the general
public. For more information,
call the Campus Center Board
at 956-4491.

A reading with Susan Schultz
and Anne Kennedy will take
place tomorrow from 3 p.m. to
4:30 p.m. at Kuykendall Hall,
room 410. Schultz is a UHM
English professor and Kennedy
is a Distinguished Writer in
Residence. For more information,
call the English department at
956-7619.

“The Biography of the
Prophet (SWS), Messengerof God:
Apotheosis and Demystification,”
a Brown Bag Biography lec-
ture, will take place tomorrow
from noon to 1:15 p.m. at Henke
Hall, room 325, the Center for
Biographical Research. Stephen
O’Harrow will present this lec-
ture. O'Harrow is a UHM pro-
fessor of Oriental philology. For

more information, call professor
Craig Howes at 956-3774, e-mail
biograph@hawaii.edu, or visit
http://www.hawaii.edu/biograph.

“Understanding Fundamentalist
Islam: Koranic Verses on War and
Peace and Their Implications,” a
lecture, will take place tomorrow
at 7 p.m. at Krauss Hall, room 12
(Yukiyoshi Room).

Paid events

A swing dance fund-raiser will
take place Sunday from 7 p.m. to
10 p.m. at the Atherton YMCA.
The proceeds from this dance will
go to the Hawai'i Lindy Balboa
Exchange, which will take place
in January 2007. There will be
a 30-minute lesson for begin-
ners at 7 p.m. Cover charge is
$5. Atherton YMCA is located
at 1810 University Ave., next to
Volcano Joe’s.

Correction: The “Earthquake Relief
Effort in Pakistan,” a Matsunaga
Institute for Peace forum, will
take place Feb. 2. This was mis-
takenly noted in yesterday’s free
events calendar.

Case challenges Akaka for Senate Seat

By Scott Alonso
Ka Leo Staff Writer

It has been 12 days since Ed Case
announcedhewouldchallengeincum-
bent U.S. Senator Daniel Akaka in the
Democratic primary in September.

Agenda

The first issue Case sees and
wants a remedy for is the federal bud-
get. As Case returned to Washington
yesterday, he mentioned that one of
his first votes will be on a bill that will
raise the federal debt ceiling. Leaders
in Washington want to increase the
debt ceiling to $9 trillion, it currently
stands at $8 trillion. If the government
reaches the debt ceiling, government
services could shut down.

The congressman chastised this
practice ofincreasing the national debt.

“It's a mess; we are putting our
nextgenerationindebtbecausewedo
nothavethe couragetofaceuptoreal-
ity," said Case.

Healsowantstoworkonthestate
of America’s national security, keeping
oureconomystrong, preserving Social
Security and Medicare and the envi-
ronment.He pointed outthathewants
topubliclyaddressthechangingsocial
climate of Hawai'i.

“How do we preserve the soul of
Hawai'i? Hawai‘i is changing so rap-
idly, what is making Hawai'i so special
is in danger, whether it be traffic grid-
lock or environmental degradation,’
Case said.

Current Events

Besides a legislative agenda for
the 109th Congress, Case is also tack-
ling some current events that are mak-
ing headlines across the nation.

The National Security Agency
domestic spying program revealed
by The New York Times back in
December received sharp criticism
by Case.

Case said he absolutely dis-
agrees with non-court surveillance of
Americans by the NSA. He voted for
the USA Patriot Act extension on Dec.
14,2005 for some sunset provisions of
the original Patriot Act that were set to
expire at the end of 2005.

That vote drew a fine line for the
congressmaninhow he perceives why
and how there is a balance between
civil liberties and national security.

“What | voted on was a version
that was not passed four years ago,
the extension provided for checks and
balances. This gives our federal law
enforcement agencies the same basic
law enforcement tools to fight terror-
ism,” he said.

Anotherissue Casediscussed was
the problem of illegal immigration.
While illegal immigration may not be
as visible in Hawai'i as it is in states
along the Mexican and Canadian bor-
ders,thecongressmanshowedsignsof
willingness to tackle the subject.

“I want legal immigration for
Hawai‘i, but we have to fix the ille-
gal immigration problem,” Case said.
He voted for the Border Protection,
Antiterrorism and lllegal Immigration
Control Actlast December because he
felt it was a step in the right direction
to try to fix the problem.

“And turning a blind eye is not a
way to solve the issue; [BPAIIC] is a
direct action to address illegal immi-
gration,” he said.

In the midst of his legislative pri-
oritiesand opinionsonhisrecentvotes
and current events, the congressman
alsohasacampaigntocontinueforthe
U.S. Senate.

Background

Case, 53, fromHilo, hasfaced the
voters of Hawai'‘i before in a federal
campaign for office. In 2002, after an
unsuccessful bid for the Democratic
Party nomination for governor, Case
set his sights on the vacant con-

gressional seat in the second district
when the late Congresswoman Patsy
Mink passed away in September
2002. Case won a special election
in November 2002 to finish out her
2001-2002 term, then won another
special election in January 2003 to
fill out a term from 2003-2004. After
easily winning reelectionin 2004, the
three term congressman has his eye
on a Senate seat.

The Campaign

Case feels that his political phi-
losophy of a “fiscal moderate and
socially tolerant” will not be the only
issue in his campaign against Akaka.

“Change and transition, political
philosophy and style," Case said about
the other issues involved in his race.

When questioned why Hawai'i
had such a low voter turnout in previ-
ous elections, Case responded that
votersneedviablecandidatesthatgive
them real choices.

“Give them a real choice at the
ballot box, that's one of the themes
of this candidacy, if people have the
choice to make. When voters have a
choice, they turnout,” he said.

Akaka is a veteran of Hawai'i
politics. He has served in the U.S.
Senate since 1990 and was in the
U.S. House of Representatives from
1976 till his appointment to the
Senate in 1990.

Case is confident he can attract
the Hawai'i voters even in the face
of Akaka'’s long-time experience and
recognition.

“I believe the mainstream of
Hawai'i, the mainstream Hawai'i voter
isanindependentand moderatevoter.
| don't believe they are at the extreme
of any spectrum; pure party loyaltyisa
not the best course of action,” he said.

More information is available at
Case’s Web site, http://wwwc.house.
gov/case/ amd Akaka's Web site,
http://akaka.senate.gov/.
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Get creative with Valentine’s Day gifts

By Winnie Patterson
Ka Leo Contributing Writer

Not sure about what to get your
darling for Valentine’s Day? Or are you
tired of giving just flowers, candies and
cards? If you're looking for something
unique or want to make your own artsy
gift, here are some suggestions for
affordable gifts that you can make all by
yourself:

Create a grab-bag gift

I've donethisforacouple of people
in the past. | would think up a theme for
the person | was giving the gift to, and
then I'd buy little things here and there
and assemble them all in a little case
with a card. The card would explain the
meaning or use of the gift.

For example, | had a friend who
was always super-stressed out, so | cre-
ated awellness packfor her. | put several
different types of teas, mini red candles,
a lavender-scented eye pack, a rubber
ducky and a good book in a clear plas-
tic bento package. The package was
labeled “Good treats to calm your soul”
She used all of the items, and sincerely
appreciated the thought that went into
the qift.

I made a “take care, | love you”
package for a guy who was leaving.
It consisted of a mini painting | did, a
rubber ducky, small glass stars, a writing
book and a mixed CD. It was packaged
in a Chinese take-out box. He still has
everything, including the box.

Boxes and packaging

The GBC store, with locations in
Sears at Ala Moana, Pearlridge and on
Dillingham Blvd., carries cool little boxes
for gifts. Prices range from 20 cents
to about $4. Check Longs for creative
packaging as well. Or you could use a
decorated piece of fabric to wrap up all
of the gifts. Don't forget to tie everything
with a nice red bow.

Make a pillow

I'm sure you're thinking I'm lame
for even suggesting this, but | think
peopleunderestimate pillows.|gave my
best guy-friend two handmade pillows
about three years ago, and he still uses
them — with a smile on his face.

My best friend received two hand-
made pillows from her husband, and
she couldn’t be happier — she proudly
showed them off, while all of us girls
gave our “oohs” and “ahhs” It's a really
sweet gift. People sleep with pillows,
they hold them when they cry, they
scream in them.

On top of that, pillows are afford-
able and easy to make. All you need are
two pieces of fabric, a sewing needle,
thread and stuffing. After about 15 min-
utes of sewing and stuffing, you have
yourself a soft, cuddly pillow and a
genius gift.

Other creative ideas

If you have a lot of pictures of you
andyourlovedonetogether,startaphoto
album. Fill up the album with the pic-
tures. If there is space to write, jot down
some of the memorable incidents from
that photograph, like quotes or dates. If

Cool places to shop for unique and random gifts:

*The Contemporary Art Museum Gift Shop -

*Illuminations — For Your candle needs. Located

tions for the artist in your life.

Ala Moana and at Kahala Mall.

next to Gloria Jean’s Coffee.

Located at 2411 Makiki Heights Dr. Unique selec-

*Barnes and Noble — Great books and an extensive  *Longs Drugs — It's always possible to find some-
selection of journals. Located on the first floor of thing useful and random at Longs, from clear plas-

*Artlines — Located on the first floor of Ala Moana,

*Chinatown — For cool and unique little things,
like mini statues, cheap bags, fans and bracelets.

in Ala Moana Center, on the third floor, next to
Honolulu Coffee Company.

tic bento packaging to craft materials.
Online shopping sites:
*Archie Mcphee’s — If you haven’t heard of them,

go to http://www.mcphee.com. They have a lot of
interesting gifts for very reasonable prices.

there are alot of pages left unfilled, then
make a promise to take more pictures
together for the remainder of the year.
Make it a goal to have the album filled
by next Valentine's Day.

When all else fails and you're
in a rush, just pick some flowers or
chocolates and make your own card.
Even if it's not super-pretty and looks
a little funky, your little lover will be
so pleased that you made something
with your own two hands that the
funkiness will turn into beauty. Happy
Valentinels Day, lovebirds.

b
% COURTESY OF METRO
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Biotech is good for Hawa

By Dovid Kanarfogel
Ka Leo Contributing Writer

Earlier this month, the University
of Hawai‘i at Manoa co-sponsored
a series of conferences held by the
Biotechnology Industry Organization
at the Hilton Hawaiian Village. The
conferences
themselves

weioomens  the state is right
to promote
biotech busi-
ness growth

in  so-called
‘white’biotech-
nology, which
uses life sci-
ence technolo-
giestoimprove
manufacturing
processes,such
as the use of
certain biological enzymes to clean
protein deposits from contact lenses.

The conferences were also co-
sponsored by Enterprise Hawai'i,
the Hawai'i Life Sciences Council,
the Oceanic Institute, and the State
of Hawai'i. State policy has gener-
ally supported the growth of the
biotech industry here in Hawai'i,
offering things like tax credits and
subsidies for qualifying biotech
businesses and investors.

For some, the word “biotechnol-
ogy”evokesanimage of geneticengi-
neering, often specifically for plants.
The decision to encourage biotech-
nology business is much larger than
sponsoringofgenetically modified,or
GM crops.

Hawai‘i desperately needs to
diversify its economy beyond the
inherently intrusive tourism-military
dominance. Building a strong biotech
industry seems like a fitting answer to
that problem. Biotech industrial pro-
cessestendtobemuchcleanerthanfac-
tory-based ones,andtheirinnovations
includecleanerburningandrenewable
energy sources
like biodiesel.

T h e
industryjobstend
to be higher-pay-
ing than those of
other industries
and place a pre-
mium on higher
education. And
with the many
applications  of
biotechnology
across many disciplines, there will be
agreatdemandforadvancedresearch,
whichwilltranslateintomoreopportu-
nities for UHM faculty and students.

UHM has already shown itself
to be proficient in biotech research:
scientists in the 1990s successfully
engineered the Rainbow papaya to
resist the devastating ringspot virus
thatthreatened to effectively wipe out
theislands’entire papayaindustry.This
example is widely touted as one of the
best examples of the promise of green
(agricultural) biotechnology.

But some say that the dangers of
green biotech outweigh what it offers
as benefits. Some of the claims against

See BIO, page 5

Hamas victory will
lead to more chaos

By Michael Rovito
The News Record (U. Cincinnati)

(U-WIRE) CINCINNATI - Hezbollah
elected in Jordan. The Muslim
Brotherhood winning big at an elec-
tion in Egypt. A radical president in
Iran. A militant-backed Shiite major-
ity in Irag. And now, Hamas has won
theelectionin Palestine,garnering 74
seats in parliament.

Democracy in the Middle East
does work, but consistently blows up
in the face of those pushing its exis-
tence in the region. Late last week,
inan unprecedented landslide, Hamas
beat Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas’ Fatah party in the first demo-
cratic elections held in a decade. The
militant faction has repeatedly called
for the eradication of Israel and refuses
to acknowledge the state’s existence.

Now a known terrorist organiza-
tion is the ruling party in Palestine,
whose people are fed up with a Fatah
partytheyseeasgettingnothingdone.

But canthe group putaway their
genocidalschemesandworktogether

with Fatah to continue talks with
Israel toward peace in that region?
Mohammad al-Ameer,an expert
on Middle East politics and political
editor of the Saudi Arabian daily Al
Riydah, told The New York Times that
Palestinians elected Hamas because
“Arab societies have become weary
ofthenationalismand the sloganeer-
ing and are therefore embracing the
Islamist platform as a response.”
What matters now is that the
Palestinian people, tired of constant
negotiations with Israel, want closure.
They elected a terrorist group to carry
outwhathas been promised: the com-
plete eviction of Israel from Palestine.
President Bush was visibly
taken aback by the results of the
PalestinianelectioninaWhiteHouse
press conference last Wednesday.
Bush skirted the issue of Hamas
being in power and instead praised
the people of Palestine for holding a
democratic election.
“There was a peaceful process
as people wenttothe polls,and that’s

See PALESTINE , page 5
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Facebook.com has links to CIA

By Eric Naing
Daily Illini (U. Illinois)

(U-WIRE) CHAMPAIGN, M.
— Big Brother is more than just a
literary allusion and a CBS reality
show; it's also the lurking boogey-
man that all wild-eyed liberals
fear could be watching them at
this very moment. Between con-
trolling world events and spying
on UFO enthusiasts, is it possible
that Big Brother is also logging on
to Facebook?

Facebook is the wildly popu-
lar social networking Web site
availableatmorethan 25,000 high
schools and 2,000 universities.
ThepeoplebehindFacebookclaim
thatonaveragetheyattractaround
80 percent of a university’s under-
graduate
population.
So if you go
to college,
chances are
you are all
too familiar
with it.

N ow
think back
towhen you
first joined
Facebook.
Like all programs you install and
Web sites you register for, you
probably passed over the privacy
policy and blindly agreed to their
terms. | would recommend taking
a look back at it.

Aside from the usual “we may
share your information with third
parties” clause, there also is the
slightly disconcerting “Facebook
also collects information about
you from other sources, such as
newspapers and instant messag-
ing services.” Even scarier is the

you.

The answer
may surprise

part that states “we may share
accountorotherinformationwhen
we believe it is necessary to com-
ply with law or to protect our
interests or property. This may
include sharing information with
other companies, lawyers, agents
or government agencies.”

The “comply with the law”
part makes sense as authorities
have used personal profiles and
photos found on Facebook to
apprehend students at universi-
ties such as Penn State and Ohio
State. But why would any govern-
ment agencies want to know that
| watch “Arrested Development”
or think White Snake rocks? The
answer may surprise you.

Facebook was started by stu-
dents at Harvard in 2004 with
$500,000 in funding from Peter
Thiel, founder
of Paypal, board
member of the
conservative
Vanguard PAC.
Facebook also
received $13
million in ven-
turecapitalfrom
Accel Partners.
Accel’s manag-
er James Breyer
is on the board
of the National Venture Capital
Association. Also on the NVCA’s
board is Gilman Louis, who heads
the CIA’s In-Q-Tel program.
Established in 1999, In-Q-Tel spe-
cializes in data warehousing and
mining and the aggregation and
management of data from large
numbers of interest to the CIA.

While | realize that this con-
spiracy theory is venturing into
the my- brother’s-friend’s-sister’s-
roommate territory, it can't be
denied that Facebook’s CIA links

are somewhat disturbing.

It's not just Facebook that
threatens your privacy. America
Online recently stated that users
of their instant messaging service
AIM “waive any right to privacy,’
meaning AOL reserves the right to
republish any AIM conversation
at any time. Furthermore, users of
the Web site MySpace.com have
reported that certain comments
and profiles have been censored.
Not-so coincidentally, MySpace
was recently purchased by Rupert
Murdoch,ownerofamediaempire
that includes Fox News.

Your privacy is worth fight-
ing for, especially when the pres-
ident claims the right to ille-
gally wiretap U.S. citizens and
demands that Google give up
searchrecords.Inthelnternetage
we cannot afford to assume that
our privacy is being respected.
As Ben Franklin famously said,
“Those who would give up essen-
tial liberty to purchase a little
temporary safety deserve neither
liberty nor safety.”

I am not telling you to quit
using the Internet and hide under
your bed wearing a tin-foil hat. But
| hope that the next time you log
ontoFacebookorMySpaceorhave
a conversation over AIM you'll
consider who could be watching.
By using Web sites and programs
such as Facebook, MySpace and
AIM, you are willingly providing
a public record of whatever you
to share. If that doesn't bother
you, then go ahead and list your
political views, sexual orientation,
friends and interests.

Remember, Big Brother, be he
thepresident,thecreepydudeinthe
top left corner of Facebook.com or
that yellow AOL guy, is watching.
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BlIO:Biotechnologyhelpseconomy

From page 4

GM crops in particular are: the health
effects aren’t known well enough to
assumesafeconsumption;theirimpact
on the environment and other farm-
ers isn't fully understood; and that
companiesarecommercializingnature
by taking out patents on certain local
flora and fauna in order to control
the study of their genetic material.
Native Hawaiian groups have decried
what they consider the “selling off of
Hawaii's unique natural legacy,’ as
Mililani Trask stated in a recent press
release from Earthjustice, a public-
interest law firm working on environ-
mentalissues.Earthjusticeopposesthe
state’s policy of promoting biotech
industry growth.

Yet by taking proactive steps to
invite biotechnology to Hawai‘i, the
state has a chance to write the rules for
theindustry,tostrikeabalancebetween
what it sees as industry necessities
and guidelines for responsible indus-
trial practices. For example, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s inspector

PALESTINE:
Hamas takes
power in elect-
ed government

From page 4

positive,” Bush said. A positive pro-
cess, but not the result hoped for by
an administration that, along with
Europe, gives almost $1 billion annu-
ally to the Palestinian authority.

Bush also promotes what some
have termed the pothole theory of
democracy. This theory hypothesiz-
es that terrorist organizations like
Hamas, while running for election,
will be too busy taking care of mun-
dane chores-likefilling potholesand
fixing electricity - that they will end
up less dangerous.

This will be put to the test now,
but it is one of Bush’s dumbest ideas
to date. To think that a group like
Hamas will not take advantage of
their newfound power is ridiculous.

Palestinian President Abbas
came to Washington a few months
ago and told Bush that by allowing
Hamas to participate in the elections
he could control him and the elec-
tions. He cited new legislation, called
one law, one gun, outlawing militias
in Palestine. But how will it ever be
possible for him to control the many
members of Hamas, who carry plenty
more than one gun?

Itis unforeseen what kind of tur-
moil these election results could lead
to, but given current tensions, it does
not look good.

Benjamin Netanyahu, the leader
of the Likud Party in Israel, has
already blamed Ehud Olmert, who
took over the ailing Ariel Sharon’s
Kadima party, for the success of
Hamas. Netanyahu claims Israel’s
disengagement from Gaza triggered
the terrorist party’s win.

The validity of this statement
may neverbe confirmed, but perhaps
Israel is getting a little nervous now
that the extremists are running the
show. And they should be.

general has found a lack ot oversight
on tests of GM crops, possibly causing
contamination of non-GM stocks.

Obviously, the decision to not
eat GM crops for food is an indi-
vidual choice. Experimenters must
respect those wishes and ensure that
their products remain separate and
distinct,inthe same way thatnomoral
farmerwould putmeatintosomething
marked vegetarian. The state can set
regulationsregardingcontrolofopen-
air experiments and how seeds and
fruitmustbe packagedtoensure non-
GM status.

Because UH will play such an
integral role in a local green bio-
tech industry, the conversation about
Native Hawaiian issues and com-
mercialization will be brought into
the university setting. Hopefully, this
will limit the purely corporate-based
argument that we might expect in

an industry-only discussion. Using
the university as sort of a check on
money-motivated interests will clear
a better path for finding intellectual
consensus on the proper applications
and procedures for green biotech.

Presumably, the university would
be integral in all colors of biotechnol-
ogy, which means even more research
potential and inclusion in moral and
value issues that may arise.

The statewide economic benefits
for employment and economic diver-
sity cannot be ignored. Thus the state
is right to promote biotech business
growth, as long as it addresses the
concerns raised by those outside of
the industry. It has the opportunity
to write the rules, and set an unprec-
edentedstandardforindustryresponsi-
bilitywhilemaintainingaposturethat’s
friendly to it.
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COURTESY OF HEALING WORLD

By Spencer Kealamakia
Ka Leo Staff Writer

An aural and visual l0‘au,
the film “Dances of Ecstasy,” by
Michelle Mahrer and Nicole Ma,
dances, grooves, claps and shuffles
its way across the dance floors of the
world. From a New York City dance
studiotoKalahariDesertsands, tothe
laser light-illuminated grass field of
an Australian rave, the movie seeks to
showcase the world’s diverse dance
cultureasasingleviewing experience
thatillustrates dancing as a collective
means of transcendence.

“Ecstasy is a timeless, ego-less
state of being,” posits the film. And
collective dance among many cul-
tures, industrial or not, serves as a
means to obtain the desired state of
ecstasy. Dance then becomes more
than entertainment. More than a

Film showcases

power of movement

weekend excuse to get prettied up
and rub up against the opposite sex,
it provides a vehicle of escape and a
meanstoconnectwithsomethingbig-
ger than oneself.

The images of the film have a
religious and divine quality, remi-
niscent of a Sunday service at a
Pentecostal church. Equally hypnotic
is the soundtrack, which drives the
images to the front of the conscious-
ness, oscillating from heavy house
beats to tribal clapping, Sufi chanting
and back again.

The rhythm of images and
sounds picks up momentum as the
film moveson, pulling viewers along
with faster clips and speedier beats.
Itreachesamuch-anticipated climax
as dancers on screen pass out and
droplikethe congregation members
of healing televangelists. Following
catharsis, thefilm createsitsown ver-
sion of a trance experience through
ambient, percussion-less, new age
music and Winamp-esque graphics.

More than an informative look

into the world of dance asameans of
transcendence, “Dances of Ecstasy”
works meticulously to recreate the
experience of ecstasy and every-
thing leading up to it. The film is
heightening and will make viewers’
souls feel super, good and warm
— no drug purchase necessary.

“Dances of Ecstasy” will be
playing as part of the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa cinema series,
“The Healing World.” The film will
be playing at Spalding Auditorium
onThursday at 7 p.m.and on Sunday
at 5 p.m. The series is open to the
public, with a $3 admission charge
for UHM students and faculty and a
$5 fee for general audiences.

Black History Month Fact of the Day

By Elizabeth Daniels

Today in 1926, what is now known as Black
History Month was first celebrated on this date
as Negro History Week. It became a month-
long celebration in 1976.

e Langston Hughes, poet and author, was born
on this day in 1902.
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Rainbow Wahine softball back on base

UH softhall
season starts with
14 newcomers

By Glendalyn Junio
Ka Leo Staff Writer

The 14 new players on the
field aren't the only changes the
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
softball team will be facing this
season. With Head Coach Bob
Coolencedingsomeresponsibility
to a new assistant coach, UHM's
squad hopes to improve from last
year's second place finish in the
Western Athletic Conference.

The Rainbow Wahine open
their season today with a pair of
scrimmagesagainsttheChaminade
University Silver Swords. The
teams will first face off at ‘lolani
School at 3:30 p.m. then return to
Rainbow Wahine Stadium for a
game on Feb. 7 at 6 p.m.

“We're going to be a very young

team,” Coolen said. “I'm expecting a
lot of learning along the way.”

The’Bows enter the season after
losing five players who completed
their eligibility last year and three
who decided not to return.

Last season’s leading hitter
Tara Harbart (.423) transferred
to Colorado State, while their
previous back-up catcher Dena
Depompaleftthe RainbowWahine
and enrolled at Washington State.
Shortstop Ashley Ruff retired. The
team maintains eight returnees.

Among the returnees is two-
time AII-WAC junior first base-
man Tyleen Tausaga. Tausaga
played in all 61 games last year
and led the Rainbow Wahine with
37 RBIs. Joining her is sophomore
outfielder Kaulana Gould. Gould
was recognized as the 2005 WAC
freshman of the year and earned a
first team All-WAC selection.

Coolen says the eight return-
ees will be instrumental in “bring-
ing along the young players.”

Of the 13 freshmen joining the
roster, two are expected to start on
the pitcher’s mound and another
freshman will play third base.

Hawai‘i plans toreplaceitstop
two pitchers, Melissa Coogan and
Shannon Tabion, with two new
faces, freshmen Justine Smethurst
of Australia and Courtney
Baughman of California.

Smethurst recently returned
from training with Australia’s nation-
al team and is recorded throwing a
fast pitch that tops at 65 mph.

In his 15th season with the
‘Bows, Coolen will face several
changes coming into this season
including ceding his responsibility of
overseeing pitchers and catchers.

Taking over the pitchers and
catchers is assistant coach Dana
Degan. A former UHM pitcher,
Degan also played professionally
on the mainland and in Italy for
the past five years.

“She is doing a tremendous job
with them right now,” Coolen said.
“She is not only bringing in her
[national]experiencetotheprogram,
but also her experience abroad.”

After teaching a number of
pitchers internationally, Degan
is expected to develop Hawaii's
pitchers and bring a professional
aspect into the team.

“She’s taught some UCLA pitch-
ersandsomepremierpitchersaround
the world, [including] international
pitchers in Italy,” Coolen said.

Coolen and his ‘Bows are not
alone in having almost an entirely
new starting line-up. Many other
WAC teams lost significant players
from last season.

The Louisiana Lady Techsters,
like the ‘Bows, are a young team.
They return with only one senior,
Kristin Rupp, on the roster. Fresno
Statereturns 13 letter winners, but
is without All-American pitcher
Jamie Southern. After graduation,
Southern was a first-round draft
choice to play for the Akron Racers
of the National Pro Fastpitch. San
JoseStatereturns 10letterwinners
but must replace its top two play-
ers from last season.

The Rainbow Wahine ended
lastseasonwitha31-21recordand
finished second in the WAC at 12-

DAN RICHARDS  Ka Leo O Hawar

University of Hawai'i at Manoa softball player Tyleen Tausaga lifts in preparation for the upcom-

ing season. Season play officially begins Feb. 9.

6. UHM is picked to finish second
in the WAC preseason poll trailing
Fresno State. The Bulldogs were
the only WAC team to advance to

the NCAAtournament last season,
and Fresno State is the only team
in the nation to play in all 24
NCAA tournaments.

‘Bows lose two on

Nevada and Utah
defeat the UH
basketball team

NEVADA:

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
men's basketball team fell to
Nevada aftera 73-55 loss Saturday
in a Western Athletic Conference

match-up. The Wolf Pack (15-5,
5-3) used a 15-2 run in the first
half to build a 15-point lead and
21-3 surge in the second half to
break open the game. The ‘Bows
shot 34.4 percent, and were led
by guard Matt Lojeski with 15
points. Center Chris Botez added
10 points and four rebounds.

UTAH:
UHMmen's basketballteam scored
its lowest of the season against

the road

Utah State 52-63, and 38.2 shoot-
ing on Monday night. The loss in
WAC play dropped the ‘Bows to
10-8 overall and 4-4 WAC. UHM
forward Julian Sensley scored a
team-high 14 points and guard
DeonteTatumadded 10 pointsand
five assists.

‘Bow Facts

- Hawai‘i has not won
a road game since Feb. 5,
2005.

+  Hawai'i is 4-8 in nation-
ally televised games since the
2002-2003 season.

« Utah State’s Stu Morill
gained his 400th victory
after Monday’s win over the
‘Bows.

+ InTuesday’sgameagainst
Utah State, Riley Wallace
coached his 600th game.

«  Hawaii's road losses to
Utah State and Nevada were
the worst of the season. All
Hawaii’s other losses were
decided by six points or less.
«  The ‘Bows return home
to playldahoonThursday and
San Jose State on Saturday.



