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Mau Plailug and Gordon Pllanaia in 
front of Hokule'a at Pier 19 (right). 
Mau, who navigated on its first 
voyage to Tahiti, Is making his own 
improvements to the canoe. Below, 
he tightens deck lashing. The 
cords are countersunk into the 
deck so they will not chafe bare 
feet during the voyage. 

Hokule'a readied 
By Bob Krauss 
ldcrrt .. rr rr1/11m11id 

"The lashings on the outside are 
Hawaiian," said Mau P1ailug, master 
navigator from the atoll of Sataw a! 
in Micronesia. "The inside dec k 
lashings are Micronesian." 

Mau, his cousin Peter Sapelalur 
and a son-in-law, Thomas Reity. 
both of Satawa!, were lashing the 
deck to the iakos (crossbeams). A5 
Mau sat on the deck, his helper s 
worked below in the gloom be­
t ween the great double hulls, 

The Micronesian and Hawaiian 
crew member s are preparing Ho-­
kule 'a for her Ion e t t 
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Advertiser photos by CliarlH Oke11111r• 
Thomas Reity, left, and Peter 
Sapelalur, in the gloom between 
the great double hulls, help Mau 
with deck lashings. 

wurKea ue1uw m Lne g1oom oe­
tween the great double hulls. 

The Micronesian and Hawaiian 
crew members are preparing Ho­
kule'a for her longest and most 
ambitious voyage, one that wm te­
trace the maJor routes of Polyne­
sians who populated the Pacific. 

Tthe projected sailing date is Jt.ihe 
1. but with less than one month to 
go, the canoe looks ~nfinished. 
Myron Thompson, president of the 
Polynesian Voyaging Society, said it 
may be July before the canoe is 
ready. 

But the maJor work, said Gordon 
Puanaia, the canoe's captain, has 
been done. 

''We have the core crew chosen 
and trained," he said. "At least 
eight for each leg of the voyage. 
Most of them are old-timers who 
have sailed in Hokule'a before. The 
hard part is fmding doctors who can 
take the time off." 
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.. .. .. . .. .. ., Hokule'a rests on wooden blocks 
amid stacks of modern cargo in Pier 
Shed 19. She has been stripped and 
1s being put back together again. 
More than three miles of cord will 
go into her lashings: iakos, deck, 
stanchions, riggmg. 

Piianaia said bHge pumps have 
been installed so that the hatches 
don't have to be kept open for hand 
bailing. He said the capability of 
keepmg the hatches sealei:l in heavy 
seas 1s an added safety factor. 

Sh1zuru said he's been working 
six months to get Hokule 'a ready 
for sea. 

"Boal builders tell us the hull 1s 
m good , shape," he said. "New 
ma:-ts are almost finished and the 
booms are waitmg to be rigged." 

Myron Thompson , who is Na1-
noa·s father. said he has raised 80 
percent m cdsh and l)ledge" of the 
m-exce .ss-of-Sl-m1lhon budget for. 
the two-year VO.) age. 

Nainoa Thompson 
Navfgatfng with Mau 's help 

Mau. who navigated Hokulc'a on 
her first voyage to Tahiti. is making 
his own improvements to the canoe. 
He has instructed ship's carpenter 
Jimmy Shizuru to countersink the 
deck lashings so they will not chafe 
bare feet during the voyage (see 
photos), 

P11anam said he ha <in't decided 1f 
Hokule'a will carry an outboard 
motor on this voyage. which will 
take it among low-lying atolls amid 
treacherous currents. Without 
power, the canoe could go on a reef 
when the wind dies, he said. 

Nainoa Thompson, who navigated 
Hoktile'a's second voyage to Tahiti , 
will be assisted this time by Mau. 

The sailing plan will take Hokule­
·a to 'I'ah1t1. then to Raiatea in the 
Soc1ct1es. Rarotonga m the Cook Is­
landi;, and New Zealand, with arriv­
al at the Bay of Islands estima ted 
about mid-December 

In New Zealand, Hokule'a will lay 
over until April 1986 to wait out the · · 
hurricane season before beginning 
the return voyage to Hawaii via 
Fiji, Samoa , Rarotonga, Tahiti and 
the Marquesas. 

Polynesians already preparing welcome 
Tahitians are prepared to build a new marae 

(temple) on a stone from a Hawaiian heiau to be 
carried there in the Hoktile'a. 

On Rarotonga in the Cook Islands, that capitol 
of Polynesian dance, the Ui Arlki has met in full 
council to decide which district will perform the 
welcome and which the goodbye. 

The New Zealand North Island Tribal Council 
ha s insisted on hosting the entire Hawaiian 
delegation when the canoe arrives. 

Myron Thompson, president of the Polynesi81' 
Voyaging Societ y , reported these developments 
last week on returning from a tour to brief 
Polynesians in the South Pacific on the upcom• 
ing voyage of the Hokule'a. 

''Our reception was excellent and in respects 
very mov ing,' ' he said. 

"You know how hard it is to get anything 
done in Papeete on Sunda y when everybody 
goes out of town," he said. "Seventeen depart­
ment heads showed up for our luncheon. That' s 
m addition to a big turnout of the Tainui Canoe 
Association. 

"They spent the whole afternoon with us. 
"The harbor master pledged a tug for towing, 

free wharfage for the canoe and drydocking if 
necessary. A member of the Tainui Canoe As­
sociation offered repair facilitie s. 

"Customs officials described ways to simplify 
the arrival procedur e. 

"One of the council members reguested that 
we bring mana in a stone from an old heiau in 
Hawaii to be used in a new marae on the beach 
where the canoe lands in Tahiti. We agreed to 
it." 

Thompson said they were met at Rarotonga in 
the Cook Islands by a woman who directed the 
greeting party. She turned out to be the wife of 
the prime minister and pa ariki, highest ranking 
alii in the Cooks. 

"We had to ask the Ui Arlki (district council) 
for permission to land the canoe," said Thomp­
son. "Some of these alii were women. One of 
them sat to one side during the discussion. 

"I understood why when she said her son was 
involved in another voyaging project put togeth­
er in Tahiti. I explained that our projects don't 
compete. Then she said she could support us 
and hoped we could sail together. 

"The Cook Islanders are famous for their 
dancing, you know. The Ui Arik1 had to decide 
which districts would perform." 

The New Zealand North Island Tribal Council 
met on the marae to hear the delegation from 
Hawaii, Thompson said, The next day the group 
split into committee meetings. 

"Whenever they wanted to go mto executive 
sessmn, they spoke Maori to each other," he 
said. "'llhat way nobody had to leave the room. 

There was a lot of humor at the meetings . 
"They insisted on hosting the entire crew dur­

ing our stay." 
Canoe captain Gordon Pilanaia, director of the 

Hawaiian Studies Institute at Kamehameha 
Schools, accompanied Thompson on the briefing 
tour along with the protocol officer f9r the voy­
age, director for documentation, and Laura 
Thompson. 

"Educators m both Tah1lt and the Cook Is­
lands were impressed by the classroom materi­
als we brought along," said Piianaia. "I was 
informed that our materials will be used in 
Tahiti schools during the voyage to inform 
about geography. 

"We met with teachers m the Cook Islands. 
Some of them have visited Hawau and are al­
ready using materials developed by Kamehame­
ha Schools. I think the voyage of the Hokule'a 
w111 • add impetus to Polynesian studies in both 
island groups." 

P1ianaia added that the Maoris m New Zea­
land have already developed their own studies 
on the university level from which Hawaiians 
can learn . 

Thompson said Polynesian leaders on all the 
islands comphmented the Hawaiians for takmg 
initiative m awakening Polynesian peoples to 
their maritime heritage. 

- Bob Krauss 
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