
FM9-051: Elicitation of Question and Passive Answer Pairs
Language: Palauan
Language Expert: Kristen Udui
Facilitator: Irina Kolenskaia
Others present: Tracy Preslar
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024
Recordings: FM9-051.wav, FM9-051-B.wav, FM9-051-C.wav, FM9-051.mov.
Equipment: Zoom Q8n-4k, Røde M5 Microphones

Plan:
Elicit passives with question/answer pairs. Confirm whether sentences in Nuger 2008 are
grammatical or not.

Description:
Irina gave Kristen question and answer pairs for passives of commonly used words like "eat"
and "drink." Kristen gave the root word for each. Afterwards, Kristen evaluated the passive
sentence examples from Nuger 2008 and Josephs 1975. Some of the examples from Nuger
were older syntax that Kristen's generation would not use. She also noted that the tense of
sentences given in Nuger were not glossed accurately.

English Palauan (Orthography) Notes

1

Is there any beer
left? No, it has
been drunk.

Ng dirke ngarngii a biru?

Ng diak, ng mla mengim. Melim = to drink

2 To drink melim

3

Is there any food
left? No, it has
been eaten up.

Ng dirke ngarngii a kall el medechel?

Ng diak, ng mla mekang.
Medechel -
remaining, left

4 To eat Menga(ng)

5

Are there still some
books we have to
read? No, they
have all been read.

Ng dirke ngarngii a hong el kired el
menguiu?

Ng diak, ng mla mechuiu el rokui.

6 To read Menguiu

7
When are you
going to paint your

Ke mo mengesbereber er a bilsengem er
a oingerang?



English Palauan (Orthography) Notes
boat? I've already
painted it. Ak mla chosbereberii.

8 To paint Mengesbereber

9

Don’t leave your
food here! It’ll be
eaten!

Ng diak momechei er a kelem er tiang, ng
mekang.

10

Don’t leave
expensive wine in
the dormitory! It’s
gonna get drunk!

Ng diak momechei er a meringel a cheral
el wine er a chelsel a dorm le ng mengim. Le = because

11

Watch out, your
hand is gonna get
burned! Alii! A chimam a medul.

12 To burn Melul

13

Watch out, your
arm is gonna get
cut!

Alii! A chimam a medobech. // Ng
medobech a chimam.

14 To cut Melobech

15 To get cut Medobech

16

Hide my food, or
it’s gonna be eaten
by the dog! Mbertii a kelek, e ng mo el meka er a bilis.

Meka = eaten; ng
is for the food
Ng - for any
human or object

17
The dog ate my
food.

A bilis a killii a kelek. // A bilis a milenga er
a kelek.

18
My food was eaten
by the dog. A kelek a mileka(ng) er a bilis. (?)

19
The child burned
the house. A ngalek a silsebii a blai. Meleseb = to burn



English Palauan (Orthography) Notes

20

The house was
burned by the
child. A blai a milseseb er a ngalek. (?)

21
My mom washed
my clothes. A delak a milsilek er a bilek. Mesilek = to wash

22

My clothes were
washed by my
mum. A bilek a blal silekii a delak??? come back to it

23 To build Omekdechor
To make stand
up/to erect

24
They built this
house last year.

Te ulmekdechor er tia el blai er a tia el mla
me mo el rak.

25
This house was
built last year.

Tia el blai a mlo dechor er a tia el mla me
mo el rak.

26
This house is built
well. Tia el blai a ungil ruul.

Meruul = to make
Ruul = made



51. B. Sounds right, but wouldn't say it because not sure.
53. A. donguiu = we read together

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IM7n_DjVnG0n4uYvtTmFUxPBs0TEDIYp5f0l5X21wbI
/edit?gid=0#gid=0

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10LZ1NgnfzK8eTmSsad7skaLPU18ANXuU/view?usp=drive_link
1. a. wouldn't use "se" because "se" is for non-living
2. a/b verbs are good but they are more future-y
3. a/b. more future-y

18. good
19.
20. More "what was heated" than focus on "what"
(13 from fm9-050 is more "what")

31.
32. words never used before
kilemedii is more mend
c.d. these types of sentences wouldn't be said today, definitely for older people

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IM7n_DjVnG0n4uYvtTmFUxPBs0TEDIYp5f0l5X21wbI/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IM7n_DjVnG0n4uYvtTmFUxPBs0TEDIYp5f0l5X21wbI/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10LZ1NgnfzK8eTmSsad7skaLPU18ANXuU/view?usp=drive_link


tulechoid a chim-ak means "nosy/gossipy"

34/35 verbs are good, sentence structure old-fashioned
34 sounds weird

46.
a. sounds like "the knives were all last night sharpened"
b. okay in certain contexts
c. very natural (most natural)
d. good

47. also very natural


