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Fears r

By Llla Fufimoto

Maul Cortespondant

WAILUKU ~— For Ursela Keu-
per Bennett and others diving in
the ocean off West Maul, this has
been one of the cloudiest of years,
with carpets of green seaweed
obscuring the normally clear wa-
ters.

“This algae i3 the equivalent of
throwing up in space — you get to
see it all the time,” said Keuper
« Bennett, a Toronto resident who
- has spent part of every summer
. for the past 15 years diving off

“It was knee deep, then it be-
came where we were just covered
with it. I don't expect to see this.
This is Maui.”

Keuper Bennett and others
Tuesday urged Maui County Coun-
c¢il members to do something
about the green slime that could
harm the island’s reefs as well as
threaten an industry that attracts
thousands of visitors each year.

Members of the Council's Public
Works Committee agreed to ask
Mayor Lindaz Crockett Lingle to
find $14,880 for a study to docu-
ment the algae growth and study

+ West Maui.

its cause and solutions.

sewage treatment plant in the ar-
ea, said Steven Dollar, an institute
researcher.

But the samples showed no un-
usual nutrient levels, Dollar said,
and algae did not bloom of [ Kaana-
pall last year.

Keuper Bennett said algae
bloomed in waters off Honokowai
both last year and in 1989. She
called the area between Kaanapali
and Kapalua “algae central.”

After seeing her videotape of
the growth at Honokowai, Dollar
sald the West Maui outbreak was
worse than any he has seen else-
where In the state,

“I don't think there’s any ques-
tion that this is not a natural
phenomenon,” he said. “It seems
there's inevitably some cause duc

to activities on land.”

William Magruder, a marine bol-
anist for Bishop Museum, pro-
posed a §14,880 five-weck study to
examine where the seaweed is
showing up and why.

The solutions must come soon ur
Maui's tourist industry will be at
risk, said Los Angeles businessman
Monroe Hemmerdinger.

“People won't come here to dive
in algae-illed slime,” sald Ilem-
merdinger, who said he has nu
ticed the change in water quality
in the past six months alonpe.

“What I have seen in the Iast 10

days has been alarming,” he said.
“The coral reef is dying. I have
seen slimefilled waters and fih
that look unhealthy and huge cor-
al heads that are brown and dead.”

1f the mayor does not respond in
two weeks, the Council will try to
find the inoney, said comittee
Chairnmnan Patrick Kawano.

“We are trying to get at this
problem,” said Council Chairman
Howard Kihune, who represents
West Maui. “For the past three or
four years, it's been very evident.
But it’s grown s0 much now.”

At Tuesday’s meeting, experts
speculated that the island’s numer-
ous drainage canals could be dis-
charging excessive nutrient-rich
water into the ocean, spurring the
algae bloom.

The state has found high concen-

lised by rapid algae growth off Maui

trations of nitrogen in water sam-
ples taken at Mahinahina and Wa-
hikuli in West Maul, saild Eugene
Akazawa of the state Department
of Health’s ciean water branch.

State sampling also showed high
amounts of ground water running
into the ocean in some areas, Aka-
zawa said. “I don’t have the answer
as far as tracing what the exact
source is,” he said.

After algae bloomed in waters
off Kaanapali in 1989, the Universi-
ty of Hawail's Institute of Marine
Biology collected water samples to
test for nutrients that might be
caused by golf course runoff or a




