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fears ra~ e y n, pillll o~g(ijje growth off Maui 
By LIia Fujimoto 
tloul Correspondenl 

W AILUKU - For Urse la Keu­
per Bennett and others diving in 
the ocean off West Maui, this has 
been one of the cloudiest of years, 
with carpets of green seaweed 
obscuring the normally clear wa­
ters. 

"It wns knee deep, then it be­
came where we were just cover ed 
with iL I don't expect to see th is. 
This Is Maui. .. 

Keuper Bennett and oth ers 
Tuesday urged Maul County Coun­
cil members to do i;omethi ng 
about the green slime that could 
harm the island's reefs as well as 
threaten an Industry that attr acts 
thousands of visitors each year. "This algae Is the equival ent of 

throwing up In space - you get to 
see it all the time," said Keuper 

Members of the Council's Public 
Works Committee agreed to ask 
Mayor Linda Crockett Lingle to 
find $14,880 for a study to docu­
ment the algae growth and st udy 
its cause and solutions . 

• Bennett, a Toronto resident who 
. has spent part of every summer 
. for the past 15 years diving off 
, West Maui 
• . 

sewage treatment plant In the ar­
ea, said Steven Dollar, an institute 
researcher. 

But the samples showed no un­
usual nutrient levels, Dollar said, 
and algae did not bloom off Kaana ­
pall last year. 

Keuper Bennett said algae 
bloomed In waters off Honokowai 
both last year and In 1989. She 
called the area between Kaanapall 
and Kapalua "algae central." 

After seeing ber videotape of 
the growth at Honokowai, Dollar 
said the West Maui outhre:ik wns 
worse than any he has seen else­
wbere In the state. 

"I don't think there's any ques• 
lion that this is not a natur a l 
phenomenon ," he said. "It seem s 
there's Inevitably some cau se du e 

to activities on land." 
Wllllam Magrud er, a marine bot• 

anist for Bishop Museum , pro ­
po:ied a it4,880 five-week study to 
examine wher e the sc:iweed is 
showing up and why. 

The solutions must come soon ur 
Maui's tourist indu stry will be nt 
risk, said Los Angeles busincssmn n 
Monro e Hcmm erdinger. 

"Peopl e won't come hen• to di\ T• 
in algac•(lllcd slime." said Hem • 
merdfn gcr, who said hr has nu • 
ticed the chan ge in wall'r quality 
in the past six months alonP. 

"What I ha \'C see n in the l:rnt lO • 
days has been a lar ming," IH• sa id. 
"The coral reef is dyin g. I hm c 
seen sllme-!lllcd waters and fi'·h 
th at look unh Palth y and hu, ~c cor • 
al heads that nr<' brown ;inti dra<I.-

If th e mayor does not respond in 
two week,;, the Council will try to 
find the money, said committ ee 
Chairm an Pa trick Kawano. 

"We arc tryin g to get at this 
prob lem," said CouncU Chairman 
Howard Kihun e, who repre sents 
W('St Maui . "For the past thr ee or 
four year s, it's bl~cn very evident. 
Bu t it's gr own so much now." 

At Tuesday's meeting, experts 
speculated that the island's numer• 
ous draina ge canals could be dis • 
charging excessive nutrient-rich 
wa ter into the ocean, spurring the 
algae bloom .. 

The stat e has found high concen-

trations of nitrogen in water sam• 
pies taken at J'dabluablu~ and Wa­
hikull In West Maui, said Eugene 
Aka?.awa of the state Department 
of Health's clean wate r branch . 

State sampling also sbowed high 
amounts of ground water running 
into the ocean In some areas, Aka­
zawa said. "I don 't have the answer 
as far as tracing what the exact 
source Is," he said. 

After algae bloomed In waters 
off Kaanapali In 1989, the Universi­
ty of Hawaii's lmtltute of Marine 
Biology collected water samples to 
test for nutrients that might be 
caused by golf course runoff or a 


