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A resident of Hawaii for more than twenty years, Kata has demonstrated that D 

eh Gypsies can “sink their roots” and become a part of Hawaii. It has literally taken G 

ae “an act of Congress” to cut those roots, for today, Kata is on her way to Alaska. ' 4 

Sgt All other members of the Vitsa plan to be out of Hawaii by July, forced out by 

a pending law which will prohibit fortune-telling. . 
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HAWAIUIS GYPSIES, 1949! 

STEPHEN MURIN 

This report is based on extended conversations with Hawaii’s newest 
immigrant group, the American Gypsy. It cannot claim to be a comprehen- 
sive treatment of the customs, mores, or attitudes of Gypsies in general, or 
even of the small number of these people in Hawaii in 1949, The report is 
presented, rather, as an introductory study of a little known group. 

The writer has not consciously attempted to de-glamorize the Gypsy. 
Yet, after months of acquaintance and literally hundreds of hours of inter- 
views, the accumulated notes and impressions underscore the barren, 

empty lives he saw. This is a departure from the few journal articles that 
have been available up to this time. While all of the literature extant is 

valuable for its factual content, it suffers, in the opinion of this observer, 
from the overtones of romanticism. 

Hawaii’s Gypsies are not romantic. They are not mysterious, In 
spite of their age-old suspicions, they are not hard to get to know. They are 
poor, disillusioned, and acutely aware of themselves. They are sensitive 
to the fact that they are not socially accepted by the community. If their 
response, withdrawal and nomadism, seems inadequate in that situation, it 
must be admitted that neither is it unique. Other groups have reacted 
similarly. The degree of Gypsy withdrawal and its extension through cen- 
turies the world over is more a measure of the suspicion with which the 

world has viewed them than it is an indication of their preference for isola- 
tion. The statement made by William Jones2 at the conclusion of an extend- 
ed talk with this observer is indicative: 

You don’t have to believe anything I said up to now but this you 
have to believe. This is God’s truth I tell you: A Gypsie’s life is a 

dog’s life. | 

Establishing rapport was a problem never completely resolved. The 

fear that information given would be used against them was common. 

1 The longer paper from which these notes are taken is in the Hawaii So- 

cial Research Laboratory, University of Hawaii, where it is available for 

reference. It was originally prepared in the spring of 1949 for a seminar 

in sociology. At the time, the future of the Gypsy in Hawaii seemed utter- 

ly hopeless because of a law which the 1949 session of the Legislature 

had passed forbidding fortune-telling. The law went into effect July 1, 

1949, and within a week after that date all Gypsies had left Hawaii. In 

December, 1949, the first ones returned to Hawaii, and today they are 

again a part of Hawaii’s population. The law, however, is still on the 

books and, therefore, is still one of several threats to the Gypsies of 

Hawaii. These notes were prepared at a time when the law was inter- 

preted by the Gypsies as intending their exclusion from Hawaii. That the 

Gypsies returned to Hawaii after an absence of a few months supports the 

thesis that they have sunk roots here. Their return does not, however, 

mean that their position here is any more secure now than at the time the 

research was in progress, 

N
 All family names used in this report are fictitious ones supplied by the 

writer. Much of the information given is personal and the informant’s 

right to secrecy will be respected. 
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