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1. NEW BOOKS 

 

[These books can, t be purchased from the CPAS. Please send your enquiries directly to the publishers. Not 

all the books in this section are strictly new, but those that are not, were not before listed in the Oceania 

Newsletter.] 

 

GENERAL 

 

APOROSA, S.A. 2022. 'Doped' on Kava: Understanding Kava's Impacts on Cognition and Driving. Suva: 

Pacific Studies Press. 138 pages. ISBN 978-982-101-273-7 (pb). 

 

"This study considers the effect of kava (Piper methysticum G. Forst. f ) on cognitive functioning 

when consumed traditionally. Kava drinking continues to play a dominant role in the cultural 

practices of many Pacific peoples, whether in their home environments or new diasporic 

communities. The relaxant and soporific effects resulting from lengthy kava use make it popular 

among non-Pacific users, too, as a 'social lubricant' and alternative to alcohol. Driving between kava 

venues after lengthy kava use has become routine among both traditional and new kava users. The 

deterioration of cognitive function, including kava's potential impacts on driver performance, has not 

been researched in depth until now. Funded by a New Zealand Health Research Council award, this 

first-of-its-kind study assessed kava users' cognitive abilities during and after traditional kava use, 

producing unexpected results and new research possibilities. This study comes at a timely moment 

when high numbers of traffic accidents involving Pacific peoples are being recorded. 

 

Contents: List of figures; List of tables; Forward; Acknowledgements; 1. Kava, not a problem until 

we got cars; 2. Kava, culture and cars; 3. How the study was done; 4. Temporal order judgement; 5. 

Encouraging behavioral change; 6. Limitations; 7. The short version [Conclusion]." 

 

BEATTIE, JAMES, JONES, RYAN TUCKER & MELILLO, EDWARD DALLAM (eds). 2022/2023. 

Migrant Ecologies: Environmental Histories of the Pacific World. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i 

Press. 316 pages. ISBN: 978-0824891060 (December 2022: hc) and 978-0824894207 (September 

2013: pb). Retrieved 22 February 2023 from: https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/60462.  

 

"Migrant Ecologies is the first volume explicitly dedicated to the environmental history of Earth's 

largest ocean. Covering nearly one-third of the planet, the Pacific Ocean is remarkable for its diverse 

human and non-human inhabitants, their astounding long-distance migrations over time, and their 

profound influences on other parts of the world. This book creates an understanding of the past, 

present, and futures of the lands, seas, peoples, practices, microbes, animals, plants, and other natural 

forces that shape the Pacific. It effectively argues for the existence of an interconnected Pacific 

World environmental history, as well as for the Pacific Ocean as a necessary framework for 

understanding that history. The fifteen chapters in this comprehensive collection, written by leading 

experts from across the globe, span a vast array of topics, from disease ecology and coffee 
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cultivation to nuclear testing and whaling practices. What unites these diverse contributions is a 

concern for how the people, places, and non-human beings of the Pacific World have been shaped 

by, and have in turn modified, their oceanic realm. 

 

Contents: Map of the Pacific World, by Geoffrey Wallace; Preface, by J. R. McNeill; Introduction: 

Environmental Histories of the Pacific World, by James Beattie, Ryan Tucker Jones, Edward Dallam 

Melillo; 1. Long-distance Animal Migration and the Creation of a Pacific World: A History in Three 

Species, by Ryan Tucker Jones; 2. Many Diasporas: People, Nature, and Movement in Pacific 

History, by Gregory Samantha Rosenthal; 3. Chinese Resource Frontiers, Environmental Change, 

and Entrepreneurship in the South Pacific, 1790s-1920s, by James Beattie; 4. The Third Vector: 

Pacific Pathogens, Colonial Disease Ecologies, and Native American Epidemics North of Mexico, 

by Benjamin Madley; 5. Sentiment and Gore: Whaling the Pacific World, by Lissa Wadewitz; 6. 

Changes on the Plantation: An Environmental History of Colonial Samoa, by Holger Droessler; 7. 

'One Extensive Garden'? Citrus Schemes and Land Use in the Cook Islands, 1900-1970, by Hannah 

Cutting- Jones; 8. Settler-colonialism, Ecology, and Expropriation of Ainu Mosir: A Transnational 

Perspective, by Katsuya Hirano; 9. Pearl of the Empire: Conservation, Commerce, and Science in 

the Tuamotu Archipelago, by William Cavert; 10. From Boki's Beans to Kona Coffee: The 'Oiwi 

(Native) Roots of an Exotic Species, by Edward Dallam Melillo; 11. Maunalua: Shifting 

Nomenclatures and Spatial Reconfiguration in Hawaii Kai, by N. Ha'alilio Solomon; 12. Bait and 

Switch: Tuna Wars, Territorial Seas, and the Eco-geography oft he Eastern Tropical Pacific, 1931-

1982, by Kristin A. Wintersteen; 13. Wintering in the South: Birds, Place, and Flows, by Emily 

O'Gorman; 14. Bravo for the Pacific: Nuclear Testing, Ecosystem Ecology, and the Emergence of 

Direct Action Environmentalism, by Frank Zelko; 15. A Pacific Anthropocene, by Ruth A. Morgan; 

Contributors; Index." 

 

HENRY, ROBERT, LAVALLE, AMANDA, VAN STYVENDALE, NANCY & INNES, ROBERT 

ALEXANDER (eds). 2018. Global Indigenous Health Reconciling the Past, Engaging the 

Present, Animating the Future. Tucson: University of Arizona Press. 352 pages. ISBN: 978-0-

8165-3806-5 (cl) and 978-0816540204 (pb). Review: AlterNative, 18(3), 2022: 470-471 (by K.S. 

Song). 

 

"Indigenous peoples globally have a keen understanding of their health and wellness through 

traditional knowledge systems. In the past, traditional understandings of health often intersected with 

individual, community, and environmental relationships of well-being, creating an equilibrium of 

living well. However, colonization and the imposition of colonial policies regarding health, justice, 

and the environment have dramatically impacted Indigenous peoples' health. Building on Indigenous 

knowledge systems of health and critical decolonial theories, the volume's contributors - who are 

academic and community researchers from Canada, the United States, Sweden, and New Zealand - 

weave a narrative to explore issues of Indigenous health within four broad themes: ethics and 

history, environmental and ecological health, impacts of colonial violence on kinship, and 

Indigenous knowledge and health activism. Chapters also explore how Indigenous peoples are 

responding to both the health crises in their communities and the ways for non-Indigenous people to 

engage in building positive health outcomes with Indigenous communities. 

 

Contents (Pacific chapters): 5. Introduced Biotechnologies, Traditional Lands, and Indigenous Well-

being: The Expanding Assemblage of Small-scale Maori Horticulture through the 'Indigenous Turn', 

by Simon Lambert; 6. USDA Foods, Indigenous Health, and Self-sufficiency on Pohnpei, 

Micronesia, by Josh Levy." 

 

HOSKINS, IAN. 2021. Australia and the Pacific: A History. Sydney: New South Books. 489 pages. ISBN: 

978-1742235691 (pb). Review: The Journal of Pacific History, 57(4), 2022: 546-548 (by N. Hoare). 

 

"Australia's deep past and its modern history are intrinsically linked to the Pacific. In Australia and 

the Pacific, Ian Hoskins - award-winning author of Sydney Harbour and Coast - expands his gaze to 

examine Australia's relationship with the Pacific region; from our ties with Papua New Guinea and 

New Zealand to our complex connections with China, Japan and the United States. This revealing, 

sweeping narrative history begins with the shifting of the continents to the coming of the first 

Australians and, thousands of years later, the Europeans who dispossessed them. Hoskins explores 

colonists' attempts to exploit the riches of the region while keeping 'white Australia' separate from 
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neighbouring Asians, Melanesians and Polynesians. He examines how the advent of modern human 

rights and the creation of the United Nations after World War Two changed Australia and 

investigates our increasing regional engagement following the rise of China and the growing 

unpredictability of US foreign policy. Concluding with the offshore detention of asylum seekers and 

current debates over climate change, Hoskins questions Australia's responsibilities towards our 

increasingly imperilled neighbours. 

 

Contents: Introduction; 1. Shifting continents; 2. First People; 3. Converging on Australia; 4. In the 

wake of Spain; 5. A Pacific colony; 6. An ocean of opportunity; 7. Miners and mutineers; 8. Saving 

souls and taking slaves; 9. Australia's Pacific; 10. A White Australia; 11. World War One and its 

aftermath; 12. World War Two; 13. Governing Papua New Guinea; 14. Learning from the Pacific; 

15. Post-war Australia meets the Cold War Pacific; 16. Confronting communism and decoupling a 

colony; 17. The end of White Australia, refugees and reassessments; 18. Pacific solutions; 19. 

Pacific Islanders in Australia; Afterword: Mammon and millennial Eden? Acknowledgments; 

Bibliography; Notes; Index." 

 

KELLY-HANKU, ANGELA, AGGLETON, PETER & MALCOLM, ANNE (eds). 2023 (February). Sex 

and Gender in the Pacific: Contemporary Perspectives on Sexuality, Gender and Health. 

Abingdon: Routledge. 232 pages. ISBN: 978-0-367-69510-1 (hb), 978-1-44263-1 (pb) and  978-1-

003-14207-2 (eb). 

 

"This book examines sex, sexuality, gender and health in the Pacific with a focus on three key sets of 

issues: young people, culture and education; sexual and reproductive health and well-being; and 

belonging, connectedness and justice. Bringing together the work of scholars from across the Pacific 

region, this innovative volume showcases traditional knowledge and diverse disciplinary scholarship 

of policy and practice relevance. In addition to focusing on relationships, health, education, family 

and community, chapters engage with a number of cross-cutting themes, including violence, justice 

and rights, and sexuality and gender diversity. 

 

Contents; Lists; Acknowledgements; 1. Introduction: Pacific values, practices and insights into 

sexuality, gender and health, by Angela Kelly-Hanku, Peter Aggleton and Anne Malcolm; Part I. 

Young people, culture and education: 2. Pacific youth-led sex positive responses and gender 

equity advocacy in Fiji, by Jana Ali-Traill; 3. Weaving policy, theory and practice: Relationships and 

sexuality education and Pacific young people in Aotearoa New Zealand, by Analosa Veukiso-Ulugia, 

Riki Nofo'akifolau and Katie Fitzpatrick; 4. Inangaro | Desire: The 'writing in' of mapu | young Cook 

Islanders' sexual and relationship desires into resources for sexuality and relationships education, by 

Debi Futter-Puati; 5. A Positive Youth Development approach to addressing sexual and gender 

diversity with Pasifika young people in Australia, by Jioji Ravulo; Part II. Sexual and 

reproductive health and well-being: 6. Sexual and reproductive health needs, challenges and 

opportunities in the Pacific, by Alyce N. Wilson, Elissa C. Kennedy, Amanda Noovao Hill, Lisa M. 

Vallely, Pinip Wapi, Errollyn Tungu, Meredith Tutumang and Alec Ekeroma; 7. Grassroots action 

for improved menstrual health and educational justice with girls in East Kwaio, Solomon Islands, by 

Dorothy Esau, Michelle Redman-MacLaren, Stephanie Wheeler, Relmah Baritama Harrington and 

Karen Cheer; 8. From burdens to blessings: A Pacific perspective on infertility and assisted 

reproductive technologies in Aotearoa | New Zealand, by Edmond S. Fehoko and Rhonda M. Shaw; 

9. Socio-structural influences on young men's experiences of sex, pregnancy and pregnancy 

prevention in Papua New Guinea, by Herick Aeno, Elke Mitchell, Sophie Ase, Richard Nake Trumb, 

Priscilla Selon Ofi, Angela Kelly-Hanku and Stephen Bell; 10. Fofola e fala kae talanoa 'a e kainga 

(roll out the mat so that the family can talk): Unplanned pregnancy and support for young women 

and girls in Tonga, by Telusa Tu'i'onetoa, Hilary Gorman, Karen McMillan and Christine Linhart; 

Part III. Belonging, connectedness and justice: 11. Moana masculinities in the diaspora: Cultural 

identity and performance on the dance stage and the sports field, by Roannie Ng Shiu, Asetoa Sam 

Pilisi and David Taufui Mikato Fa'avae; 12. Making meaning out of objects: Self, connectedness 

and belonging among sexuality diverse men and transgender women in Papua New Guinea, by Ruthy 

Boli-Neo, Jamee Newland, Angela Kelly-Hanku, Herick Aeno, Peter Aggleton and Kerry H. 

Robinson; 13. Localising human rights for men of diverse sexuality, transgender women and people 

living with HIV in Papua New Guinea, by Emmanuel Peni and Tim Leach; 14. Family and gender 

violence in Chuuk, Micronesia, by Manuel Rauchholz; 15. Gender inequality and Pacific-led 

solutions for a global problem, by Fiona Hukula; Index." 
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LAHTI, JANNE & WEAVER-HIGHTOWER, REBECCA (eds). 2020. Cinematic Settlers: The Settler 

Colonial World in Film. Abingdon: Routledge. 236 pages. ISBN: 978-0367229986 (hb), 

9780367503833 (pb) and 978-1003057277 (eb). Review: The Journal of Pacific History, 57(4), 

2022: 542-543 (by K. Fox). 

 

"Cinematic Settlers discusses different cinematic genres, national traditions, and specific movies in 

order to expose related threads, shared circulations of knowledge, and paralleled representations. 

Organized into thematic groupings - conquest, settlers, natives, and space - the contributors explore 

the question of how film compares to written genres and other visual media in representing and 

effecting settler colonialism on a global scale. Striving for inclusiveness, the volume covers different 

eras and settler colonial situations in Australia, New Zealand, Taiwan, Hawaii, the American West, 

Canada, Latin America, Russia, France, Algeria, German Africa, South Africa, and even the next 

frontier: outer space. By showing how films offer layered, contested, and dynamic settler colonial 

narratives that advance and challenge settler hegemonic readings, the essays enable students to better 

analyze and understand the complex history of diversity and colonialism in film. 

 

Contents (Pacific chapters): 1. The South Pacific as the Final Frontier: Hollywood's South Seas 

Fantasies, the Beachcomber, and Militarization by Delia Malia Konzett; 2. Environments of Settler 

Colonialism in Statehood-Era U.S. Cinematic Depictions of the Hawaiian Islands, by Lawrence H. 

Kessler; 3. Settler-Aboriginal Alliance and the Threat of Foreign Invasion in Baz Luhrmann's 

Australia, by Travis Franks; 9. Hero or Dupe: Jay Swan and the Ambivalences of Aboriginal 

Masculinity in the Films of Ivan Sen, by Barry Judd; 12. The 'Knack': Post-settlement Cinema in 

Aotearoa New Zealand, by Misha Kavka and Stephen Turner." 

 

MACDONALD-MILNE, BRIAN. 2020. Seeking Peace in the Pacific: The Story of Conflict and 

Christianity in the Central Solomon Islands. Leicester and Feniton: Christians Aware and The 

Melanesian Mission. 222 pages. ISBN: 978-0995542891 (pb). Reviews: The Journal of Pacific 

History, 57(4), 2022: 545-546 (by T.M. Brown); Studies in World Christianity, 28(1), 2022: 146-147 

(J. Smith); Missiology: An International Review, 49(2), 2021: 227-228 (by D. Whiteman). 

 

"Seeking Peace in the Pacific is an anecdotal Anglican history, primarily of the island of Gela in the 

Central Province of Solomon Islands, but also beyond, by a retired and venerable missionary-priest 

of the Anglican Church of Melanesia from 1964 to 1981, Brian Macdonald-Milne. [...] The book is 

expansive, including prehistory, Gela culture, the arrival and growth of Christianity, the Diocese of 

Melanesia/Melanesian Mission, St. Barnabas School on Norfolk Island, the decision to situate the 

diocesan headquarters at Siota on Gela, World War II, post-war decolonization, the formation of the 

autonomous Church of the Province of Melanesia, and subsequent developments. The book's 

audience is popular rather than academic: 'My hope is that this history will be of interest to Solomon 

Islanders and other peoples of the Pacific, and will encourage them to do research and publish 

histories of their own islands'" (Terry M. Brown, The Journal of Pacific History). 

 

POYER, LIN. 2022. War at the Margins: Indigenous Experiences in World War II. Honolulu: University 

of Hawai'i Press. 332 pages. ISBN: 978-0824891817 (hb) and 978-0824891824 (pb). Retrieved 8 

December 2022 from: https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv2ngx5f5.  

 

"War at the Margins offers a broad comparative view of the impact of World War II on Indigenous 

societies. Using historical and ethnographic sources, Lin Poyer examines how Indigenous 

communities emerged from the trauma of the wartime era with social forms and cultural ideas that 

laid the foundations for their twenty-first-century emergence as players on the world's political stage. 

With a focus on Indigenous voices and agency, a global overview reveals the enormous range of 

wartime activities and impacts on these groups, connecting this work with comparative history, 

Indigenous studies, and anthropology. The distinctiveness of Indigenous peoples offers a valuable 

perspective on World War II, as those on the margins of Allied and Axis empires and nation-states 

were drawn in as soldiers, scouts, guides, laborers, and victims. Questions of loyalty and citizenship 

shaped Indigenous combat roles - from integration in national armies to service in separate ethnic 

units to unofficial use of their special skills, where local knowledge tilted the balance in military 

outcomes. Front lines crossed Indigenous territory most consequentially in northern Europe, 

Southeast Asia, and the Pacific Islands, but the impacts of war go well beyond combat. Like others 
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around the world, Indigenous civilian men and women suffered bombing and invasion, 

displacement, forced labor, military occupation, and economic and social disruption. Infrastructure 

construction and demand for key resources affected even areas far from front lines. World War II 

dissolved empires and laid the foundation for the postcolonial world. Indigenous people in newly 

independent nations struggled for autonomy, while other veterans returned to home fronts still 

steeped in racism. National governments saw military service as evidence that Indigenous peoples 

wished to assimilate, but wartime experiences confirmed many communities' commitment to their 

home cultures and opened new avenues for activism. By century's end, Indigenous Rights became an 

international political force, offering alternative visions of how the global order might make room 

for greater local self-determination and cultural diversity. In examining this transformative era, War 

at the Margins adds an important contribution to both World War II history and to the development 

of global Indigenous identity. 

 

Contents: Acknowledgments; 1. Empires, Nation-states, and Global War at the Margins; 2. Military 

Service, Citizenship, and Loyalties; 3. Combat in Indigenous Homelands; 4. War Far from Home: 

Serving Abroad; 5. Strangers in the Homeland; 6. Deploying the 'Primitive': and Realities of 

Indigenous Soldiers; 7. 'Martial Myths' and Native Realities; 8. Collateral Damages: Civilian Life in 

Wartime; 9.Working at War; 10. Building and Destroying the World through War; 11. Indigenous 

Status in the Postwar World; 12. Indigenous Veterans in Combatant Nations; 13. The Pasts and 

Futures of World War II for Indigenous Communities; 14. Beyond Nation-states; Notes; References; 

About the Author." 

 

THOMAS, CHRIS J. 2021. Pacific Possessions: The Pursuit of Authenticity in Nineteenth-century 

Oceanian Travel Accounts. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press. 184 pages. ISBN 978-0-

8173-2094-2 (cl) and 978-0-8173-9358-8 (eb). Review: The Contemporary Pacific, 34(2), 2022: 

511-514 (by L.P. Day). 

 

"In Pacific Possessions, Chris J. Thomas expands the literary canon on Polynesia and Melanesia 

beyond the giants, such as Herman Melville and Jack London, to include travel narratives by British 

and American visitors. These accounts were widely read and reviewed when they first appeared but 

have largely been ignored by scholars. For the first time, Thomas defines these writings as a 

significant literary genre. Recovering these works allows us to reconceive of nineteenth-century 

Oceania as a vibrant hub of cultural interchange. Pacific Possessions recaptures the polyphony of 

voices that enlivened this space through the writing of these travelers, while also paying attention to 

their Oceanian interlocutors. Each chapter centers on a Pacific cultural marker, what Thomas refers 

to as each writer's 'possession': the Tongan tattoo, the Hawaiian hula, the Fijian cannibal fork, and 

Robert Louis Stevenson's cache of South Seas [Gilbert Islands, Kiribati, Micronesia] photographs. 

Thomas analyzes how westerners formed narratives around these objects and what those objects 

meant within nineteenth-century Oceanian cultures. He argues that the accounts served to shape a 

version of Oceanian authenticity that persists today. The profiled traveler-writers had complex 

experiences, at times promoting exoticized exaggerations of so-called authentic Polynesian and 

Melanesian cultures and at other times genuinely engaging in cultural exchange. However, their 

views were ultimately compromised by a western lens. In Thomas's words, 'the authenticity is at 

once celebrated and written over.' 

 

Contents: List of Illustrations; Acknowledgments; Introduction; 1. George Vason's Tongan Tattoos; 

2. A Haole's Hawaiian Hula; 3. Constance Gordon-Cumming's Fijian Cannibal Fork; 4. Robert Louis 

Stevenson's Gilbert Islands Photographs; Notes; Works Cited; Index." 

 

AUSTRALIA 

 

CARLSON, BRONWYN & FARRELLY, TERRI. 2023 (February). Monumental Disruptions: Aboriginal 

People and Colonial Commemorations in So-called Australia. Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press. 

368 pages. ISBN: ISBN 978-0855751159 (pb) and 978-0855751197 (ep). 

 

"What is the place of Australia's colonial memorials in today's society? Do we remove, destroy or 

amend? Monumental Disruptions investigates how these memorials have been viewed, and are 

viewed, by First Nations people to find a way forward. In June 2020, on the heels of Australia's 

James Cook anniversary commemorations and statue-toppling Black Lives Matter protests in the 
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USA, dozens of police were sent to guard a statue of Cook in Hyde Park, Sydney. Despite the police 

presence, two women spraypainted 'sovereignty never ceded' across the statue. Scenes like this are 

being repeated around the world as societies reassess memorials that no longer reflect today's values. 

Should they be removed, destroyed or amended? Monumental Disruptions looks for answers. It 

investigates why commemorations were erected, their meaning for Aboriginal people in Australia, 

both then and now, and it compares Australia's experience with that overseas. Those who question 

colonial commemorations have been called 'UnAustralian'; but, in Australia, Aboriginal and non-

Aboriginal communities are working together to forge new ways to mark the past. This timely book 

is essential reading for anyone interested in how a society commemorates and acknowledges its 

complex history." 

 

JOHNSTON, ANNA & WEBBY, ELIZABETH (eds). 2021. Eliza Hamilton Dunlop: Writing from the 

Colonial Frontier. Sydney: Sydney University Press. 252 pages. ISBN: 978-1743327487 (pb). 

Review: Journal of Australian Studies, 46(3), 2022: 389-390 (by S. Comyn). 

 

"Eliza Hamilton Dunlop (1796-1880) arrived in Sydney in 1838 and became almost immediately 

notorious for her poem The Aboriginal Mother, written in response to the infamous Myall Creek 

massacre. She published more poetry in colonial newspapers during her lifetime, but for the century 

following her death her work was largely neglected. In recent years, however, critical interest in 

Dunlop has increased, in Australia and internationally and in a range of fields, including literary 

studies; settler, postcolonial and imperial studies; and Indigenous studies. This stimulating collection 

of essays by leading scholars considers Dunlop's work from a range of perspectives and includes a 

new selection of her poetry. 

 

Contents: List of Figures; 1. 'Proud of Contributing Its Quota to the Original Literature of the 

Colony': An Introduction to Eliza Hamilton Dunlop and Her Writing, by Anna Johnston and 

Elizabeth Webby; 2. The Poetry of the Archive: Locating Eliza Hamilton Dunlop, by Anna Johnston; 

Part I. Eliza Hamilton Dunlop and Global Literature: 3. 'Morning on Rostrevor Mountains' and 

the Making of Eliza Hamilton Dunlop, by Duncan Wu; 4. Imperial Feminism and 'My Father's 

Library': Intellectual, Literary and Political Thought in Eliza Hamilton Dunlop's Poetry, by Katie 

Hansord; 5. Beyond Universalisms: Individuation, Race and Sentiment in Colonial New South 

Wales, by Jason R. Rudy; Part II. Eliza Hamilton Dunlop and Colonial Australia: 6. Settlement 

Defiled: Ventriloquy, Pollution and Nature in Eliza Hamilton Dunlop's 'The Aboriginal Mother', by 

Peter Minter; 7. Eliza Hamilton Dunlop, Irish and Colonial Melodist: Her Songs for Music and 

Collaborations with Isaac Nathan, by Graeme Skinner; 8. Unmapping the Mulla: Dunlop and the 

Villa on Wollombi Brook, by Jim Wafer; Part III. Poems: 9. A Selection of Eliza Hamilton 

Dunlop's Poems, by Elizabeth Webby: Fort Hamilton: 'Morning' on Rostrevor Mountains; The 

Brothers; The Dead; The Aboriginal Mother; The Irish Nurse, to a Foster Child; I Bless Thy Shores; 

Go Dia leat Slan; The Eagle Chief - melodized by Nathan; The Star of the South; The Aboriginal 

Father, a translation of a Maneroo dirge versified also for I. Nathan; Dirge of Rosetta Nathan; Native 

Poetry; Native Song (the foregoing) translated and versified; Ode to Gold - 1851; To My Friends 

Inscribed to the dearest of any; The Mulla, or Wollombi creek, New South Wales; The Two Graves; 

Erin Dheelish; Memories of Maxwell; My own Epitaph - E.H.D.; 10. Eliza Hamilton Dunlop's 

Australian Publications; Works Cited; Contributors; Index." 

 

KRÖLLER, EVA-MARIE. 2021. Writing the Empire: The McIlwraiths, 1853-1948. Toronto: University of 

Toronto Press. 536 pages. ISBN: 978-1487507572 (hc), 978-1487536510 (pdf) and 978-1487536527 

(epub). Review: Journal of Australian Studies, 46(3), 2022: 390-392 (by B. Wilkie); The Canadian 

Historical Review, 103(2), 2022: 332-334 (by B.J. Messamore) 

 

"Writing the Empire is a collective biography of the McIlwraiths, a family of politicians, 

entrepreneurs, businesspeople, scientists, and scholars. Known for their contributions to literature, 

politics, and anthropology, the McIlwraiths originated in Ayrshire, Scotland, and spread across the 

British Empire, specifically North America and Australia, from the mid-nineteenth century onwards. 

Focusing on imperial networking, Writing the Empire reflects on three generations of the 

McIlwraiths' life writing, including correspondence, diaries, memoirs, and estate papers, along with 

published works by members of the family. By moving from generation to generation, but also from 

one stage of a person's life to the next, the author investigates how various McIlwraiths, both men 

and women, articulated their identity as subjects of the British Empire over time. Eva-Marie Kröller 
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identifies parallel and competing forms of communication that involved major public figures beyond 

the family's immediate circle, and explores the challenges issued by Indigenous people to imperial 

ideologies. Drawing from private papers and public archives, Writing the Empire is an illuminating 

biography that will appeal to readers interested in the links between life writing and imperial history. 

 

Contents: List of Illustrations; Acknowledgments; Permissions; List of Abbreviations; Introduction; 

1. The Australian McIlwraiths; 2. The Ontario McIlwraiths; 3. The 'Family Album'; 4. Jean 

McIlwraith's Story; 5. Beulah Gillet Knox in Dresden; 6. The Wartime Letters of T.F. McIlwraith; 7. 

T.F. McIlwraith at Cambridge; 8. Conclusion: Bella Coola and After; Appendix: McIlwraith; 

Genealogies; Bibliography; Index." 

 

LAUGHREN, MARY (ed.). 2022. Warlpiri Encyclopaedic Dictionary. Compiled Mary Laughren with 

Kenneth Hale, Jeannie Egan Nungarrayi, Marlurrku Paddy Patrick Jangala, Robert Hoogenraad, 

David Nash and Jane Simpson. Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press. 1416 pages. ISBN: 978-

1925302424 (hb). 

 

"Warlpiri is a language of the Tanami Desert area of the Northern Territory of Australia. Hundreds 

of Warlpiri speakers from the main Warlpiri communities of Yuendumu, Willowra, Lajamanu, 

Nyirrpi and Alekarenge have contributed to the Warlpiri Dictionary, which has been more than 60 

years in the making. It contains Warlpiri words with English translations; instructive example 

sentences rich with Warlpiri history and cultural practices; detailed flora and fauna information; 

more than 500 illustrations, plus colour photographs; and maps of Warlpiri country. With an English 

word finder, and a guide to Warlpiri grammar and to the complex vocabulary for family relations 

this dictionary is essential for both beginner and advanced speakers of Warlpiri, translators and 

interpreters, and for anyone interested in learning more about Warlpiri language and culture." 

 

LYDON, JANE (ed.). 2022. Remembering Bishop Hale. Adelaide: Wakefield Press. 168 pages. ISBN: 978-

1743058657 (pb), 978-1743059234 (ep) and 978-1743059227 (pdf). Review: Australian Historical 

Studies, 53(4), 2022: 654-655 (by L. Rademaker).  

 

"Over his long career Mathew Blagden Hale (1811-1895) participated in key aspects of nineteenth 

century Australian colonialism. Hale was ordained as a priest in the Church of England at the age of 

26, an exciting time for idealistic young Britons following the abolition of slavery in 1833, and a 

high point of enthusiasm for missionary work around the empire. But it was not until 1847 that he 

joined the new Bishop of Adelaide Augustus Short in travelling to the colony of South Australia, 

where his long-cherished desire to help Aboriginal people prompted him to establish Poonindie 

Mission, near Port Lincoln. He first visited Western Australia in 1848, where he met his wife Sabina, 

of the prominent Molloy settler family. He was appointed the first Anglican Bishop of Perth in 1857, 

and during his tenure made significant contributions to the institutions of church and education, as 

well as important debates of the day such as transportation. In 1875 he was appointed Bishop of 

Brisbane. He retired in 1885, and returned to England, where he continued to promote the Church's 

mission to Aboriginal people to the end of his life. 

 

Contents: 1. Introduction, by Jane Lydon; 2. Early missionaries in South Australia; Mathew Hale and 

Clamor Schürmann, by Peggy Brock; 3. View from an attic, by Michael Challen; 4. The theology of 

a colonial bishop: Bishop Mathew Hale of Perth (1811-1895), by Rowan Strong; 5. Financing the 

faith: Bishops Mathew Hale and Martin Griver's leadership of colonial chaplains during a time of 

reform, by Odhran O'Brien; 6. Bishop Mathew Blagden Hale and his Bristol collections: Souvenirs 

of a missionary life, by Jane Lydon; 7. Shaping the Victorian Anglican Bishopric: Mathew Hale in 

context, by Norman Etherington; Notes; Contributor biographies." 

 

RUSSELL, LYNETTE. 2021. A Trip to the Dominions: The Scientific Event That Changed Australia. 

Melbourne: Monash University Publishing. 153 pages. Review: Australian Historical Studies, 53(4), 

2022: 651-553 (by M. Thomas. 

 

"On the eve of the Great War, in 1914 the Australian Federal Government sponsored the British 

Association for the Advancement of Science (BAAS) to travel to Australia for their annual 

conference. Over 150 scientists were fully funded by the Australian Commonwealth government and 

they travelled on three ships especially commanded for this purpose. Across five major cities, public 
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talks, demonstrations and excursions familiarised the visiting scientists with Australian natural and 

hard sciences, geology, botany as well as anthropology. In terms of anthropology, the congress 

presented a unique opportunity to showcase Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture. The 

Association, deeply impressed by this, urged the Federal Government to support a chair in 

anthropology to be based at an Australian university. Other outcomes included the Association's 

recommendations to establish a Commonwealth Scientific Institute (later CSIRO) and to develop a 

national telescope at Mt Stromlo. Although these were delayed by the outbreak of WWI, it is clear 

that this Trip to the Dominions was no mere singular event, but rather left a legacy we are still 

beneficiaries of today. 

 

Contents: About this book; 1. A 'young and vigorous outpost of empire': The 1914 British 

Association for the Advancement of Science Congress in Australia, by Lynette Russell; 2. 'All 

memory had but perished': Salvage ethnography's archaeological blind spot illustrated by Alfred and 

Kathleen Haddon's visit to Torres Strait in 1914, by Ian J. McNiven; 3. A diary in the loose sense of 

the term: Henry Balfour and the 1914 Australian meeting, by Christopher Morton; 4. Taming the 

territory: Walter Baldwin Spencer and Elsie Masson, by Jane Lydon; 5. The Notes and queries, 

gestures toward a settler history, by Leigh Boucher; About the authors; Index." 

 

SCULTHORPE, GAYE, NUGENT, MARIA & MORPHY, HOWARD (eds). 2021. Ancestors, Artefacts, 

Empire: Indigenous Australia in British and Irish Museums. Canberra: National Museum of 

Australia. 256 pages.v ISBN: 978-0714124902 (hc). Review: Australian Historical Studies, 53(4), 

2022: 650-651 (by V. Russ). 

 

"Museums across Great Britain and Ireland hold Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (collectively 

referred to as 'Indigenous') cultural heritage of exceptional value, but which is largely unknown, 

rarely seen, and poorly understood. Gifted, sold, exchanged, and bartered by Indigenous people, and 

accepted, bought, collected, and taken by travellers, colonists, explorers, missionaries, officials and 

others, these rare objects date from Captain Cook in 1770 to the present day. Numbering over 35,000 

items, they represent all regions of Australia's vast landmass, from deserts, islands, and coasts to 

tropical rainforests. The book uses nearly 160 artifacts, selected from over 30 public museums, both 

large metropolitan and small regional, to present a multi-stranded narrative that opens up vistas on 

Britain's Australian history as much as Australia's British history. More than twenty Indigenous, 

Australian, and international experts weave together deeply-contextualized accounts of objects and 

object-types; of makers, communities, and regions; and of collectors, networks, and institutions, 

while also exploring the meanings and importance of this material in Australia, Britain and Ireland, 

and the world today. Distanced from their places of origin and dispersed throughout Britain and 

Ireland, these objects are gathered together for the first time. Out of museum stores and into this 

book, they are evidence of the complex, and often difficult, relationships between Indigenous 

Australians and British people and institutions, as well as being powerful conduits for telling that 

history anew and in ways that seek to challenge and rework its legacies. 

 

Contents: Foreword, by Nicholas Thomas; Section I. Encountering objects: 1. Introduction, by 

Gaye Sculthorpe, Maria Nugent and Howard Morphy; 2. Assemblages: Researching and interpreting 

dispersed Indigenous Australian objects and collections, by Gaye Sculthorpe and Maria Nugent; 

Section II. Moving objects: 3. Reciprocity: Artefacts of Aboriginal trade and exchange, by Philip 

Jones; 4. Travels with Bennelong: collecting in early colonial Sydney, by Maria Nugent; 5. String 

ecologies: Indigenous country and pastoral empires, by Jilda Andrews; 6. Naval Pathways: Tracing 

objects from nineteenth century Royal Naval voyages, by Daniel Simpson; 7. Excellent judgement: 

bark paintings in the National Museum of Scotland, by Howard Morphy, Antje Denner and Bree 

Blakeman; 8. Indigenous Afterlives in Britain, by Gaye Sculthorpe; Section III. Telling objects: 9. 

You are on Aboriginal land: interpreting gifts of stone, by Matt Poll; 10. Visitors to the rainforest: 

Engagements and encounters in far north Queensland, by Lissant Bolton; 11. Life in death: Funerary 

and mourning objects, by Julie Finlayson; 12. History by design in the Kimberley, by Shino Konishi 

and Alistair Paterson; 13. Silent testimonials': shields from Queensland frontiers, by Gaye 

Sculthorpe; Section IV. Unsettling objects: 14. Exile and punishment in Van Diemen's Land, by 

Gaye Sculthorpe; 15. Intimate Relations: Objects from the Port Phillip District, by Penelope 

Edmonds; 16. Woven lives: I. Women's objects in colonial South Australia, by Maria Nugent and 

Gaye Sculthorpe; II. Threads of reckoning, by An Afterword, by Natalie Harkin; 17. New postings? 

The Swan River Colony, by Tiffany Shellam and Shona Coyne; 18. Rough justice in the northwest, 
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by Ian Coates and Peter Yu; Section V. Performing objects: 19. Unmasking the Torres Strait: 

objects and relationships, by Chantal Knowles; 20. Slow awakenings: Institutional engagements with 

Indigenous art, by Howard Morphy and Gaye Sculthorpe; 21. 'Strange and complicated feats with 

string', by Robyn McKenzie; 22. Show people: Objects of popular performance, by Maria Nugent; 

23. 'Three boomerangs…shillling for each': Linking objects and images from Moreton Bay, by 

Michael Aird; Afterword, by Howard Morphy, Maria Nugent and Gaye Sculthorpe; Appendices: 1. 

Museums with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Collections; 2. Finding guide to collections; 3. 

Researching collections; Further Reading; Image credits; Acknowledgements; Index." 

 

SINGER, RUTH & WARRUWI COMMUNITY. 2023 (Februari). Indigenous Multilingualism at Warruwi: 

Cultivating Linguistic Diversity in an Australian Community. Abingdon: Routledge. 198 pages. 

ISBN: 978-1032155012 (pb), 9781032154992 (hb) and 9781003244363 (eb). 

 

"This book is an exploration of the role of language at Warruwi Community, a remote Indigenous 

settlement in northern Australia. It explores how language use and people’s ideas about language are 

embedded in contemporary Indigenous life there. Using an ethnographic approach, the book 

examines what language at Warruwi means in the context of the history of the community, ongoing 

social and political changes and the continuing importance of ancestral traditions. Children growing 

up at Warruwi still learn to speak many small Indigenous languages. This is remarkable not just in 

the Australian context, where many Indigenous languages are no longer spoken, but around the 

world as this kind of multilingualism in small languages persists only in a few remaining pockets. 

The way that people use many languages in their daily life at Warruwi reveals how high levels of 

linguistic diversity can be maintained in a small community. 

 

Contents: List of illustrations; Preface; Acknowledgements; Note on transcription; 1. Introduction; 2. 

Becoming Warruwi, becoming Mawng; 3. Diversity of peoples and languages at Warruwi; 4. Stories 

of lives and languages; 5. Receptive multilingualism and its alternatives; 6. How the social shapes 

linguistic diversity; References; Index." 

 

WOOD CONROY, DIANA & TUNGUTALUM, BEDE. 2022. Tiwi Textiles: Design, Making, Process. 

Sydney: Sydney University Press. 360 pages. ISBN: 978-1743328637 (pb).  

 

"Tiwi Textiles: Design, Making, Process tells the story of the innovative Tiwi Design centre on 

Bathurst Island in northern Australia, dedicated to the production of hand-printed fabrics featuring 

Indigenous designs, from the 1970s to today. Written by early art coordinator Diana Wood Conroy 

with oral testimony from senior Tiwi artist Bede Tungutalum, who established Tiwi Design in 1969 

with fellow designer Giovanni Tipungwuti, the book traces the beginnings of the centre, and its 

subsequent place in the Tiwi community and Australian Indigenous culture more broadly. Bringing 

together many voices and images, especially those of little-known older artists of Paru and 

Wurrumiyanga (formerly Nguiu) on the Tiwi Islands and from the Indigenous literature, Tiwi 

Textiles features profiles of Tiwi artists, accounts of the development of new design processes, 

insights into Tiwi culture and language, and personal reflections on the significance of Tiwi Design, 

which is still proudly operating today. 

 

Contents: List of figures; Foreword: by Bede Tungutalum and Nicholas Thomas; 

Acknowledgements; Author note, by Diana Wood Conroy; Prologue; Glossary; Introduction to 

Tiwi Design; 1. Context and beginnings; 2. Early development of Tiwi Design; 3. Repeating 

patterns; 4. Regimes of value; 5. Art of Paru; 6. Approaching pattern in Tiwi Design and Paru; 

Conclusion, Afterword: by Diana Wood Conroy; References; Index; Appendix." 

 

MELANESIA 

 

BLANC, CHRISTIAN. 2021. La Force des racines Kanak en Nouvelle-Calédonie. Paris: Odile Jacob. 432 

pages. ISBN: 978-2738155368 (pb). 

 

"Christian Blanc was a major player in the events that took place in New Caledonia between 1984 

and the Matignon agreements of 1988. Here he delivers an exceptional document on this turbulent 

episode. 'As this story begins, Caledonians are in a state of shock. An insurrectionary uprising of the 

Kanak, separatist populations has just broken out…' We will follow it from start to finish, with many 
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unpublished testimonies which plunge us into the heart of the negotiations between the main 

protagonists, metropolitans (Pisani, Rocard, Mitterrand) and Caledonians (Lafleur and Kanak chiefs 

Tjibaou and Yeiwéné). The author takes care to present the country, describing in passing the 

universe of the Kanaks and that of the Caldoches. The story is captivating. He recounts the difficult 

encounter between different cultures and interests, and skilfully restores the flesh of intense, rough, 

often dramatic human relationships. We perceive the esteem, shared, for interlocutors, some of 

whom knew how to rise to the height of a situation whose stakes exceeded their person." 

 

JOB, PETER. 2021. A Narrative of Denial: Australia and the Indonesian Violation of East Timor. Carlton: 

Melbourne University Press. 356 pages. ISBN: 978-0522877601 (pb) AND 978-0522877618 (eb). 

Review: Australian Historical Studies, 53(4), 2022: 647-649 (by D. Lowe). 

 

"The Indonesian invasion of East Timor in 1975 led to a prolonged conflict, severe human rights 

abuses and a large loss of life. From 1975 to 1983 the Indonesian military's campaign of 

'encirclement and annihilation' destroyed rural food resources, creating the famine that took most of 

the lives lost during the occupation. The Australian governments of Gough Whitlam and Malcolm 

Fraser presented themselves as advocates for human rights and the international rule of law, while 

viewing relations with Indonesia as key to their foreign policy objectives. These positions came into 

conflict due to the Indonesian invasion of East Timor. Based upon an extensive study of Australian 

foreign affairs archives, as well as interviews, A Narrative of Denial demonstrates how the 

Australian government responded to the conflict by propagating a version of events that denied the 

reality of the catastrophe occurring in East Timor. It worked to protect the Suharto regime 

internationally, thereby allowing it to continue its repression relatively unhindered. This remarkable 

story will unsettle existing perceptions of how Australia operates in world affairs." 

 

NICOLAS, HÉLÈNE. 2022. La fabrique des époux à Lifou en Kanaky (Nouvelle-Calédonie). Paris: 

Karthala. 330 pages. ISBN: 978-2811123567 (pb). 

 

"La fabrique des époux [The Factory of the Spouses] follows step by step the sumptuous wedding 

rituals of Lifou, an island of Kanaky-New Caledonia, which depicts the whole of this Kanak society. 

While marriage is an object that could not be more classic in anthropology and gives rise here as 

elsewhere to lively debates in society, the human sciences as a whole have overlooked a question 

that is nevertheless central: what, from the point of view of social relations between the sexes, is 

operated by this institution? This is the question that this book seeks to answer. Based on a precise 

ethnographic survey, it shows how the abundant gifts and counter-gifts participate in reproducing the 

'Lifou gender system'. The conjugal relationship, which is particularly asymmetrical, is then firmly 

tied to age relationships and those between clans. This book also traces the colonial history of 

marriage: almost non-existent when the first settlers arrived, Lifou matrimonial ceremonies are a 

local adaptation to the policies of 'civilization' of the Kanaks, carried out by the missionaries and the 

colonial government. Thus, the Kanak gender system appears as the result of a patriarchal junction, 

merging elements of French male domination and pre-colonial Lifou." 

 

PEAKE, GORDON. 2022. Unsung Land, Aspiring Nation: Journeys in Bougainville. Canberra ANU 

Press. 158 pages. ISBN: 978-1760465438 (pb) and 978-1760465445 (pdf). Retrieved 6 January 2023 

from: http://doi.org/10.22459/ULAN.2022.  

 

"In 2016, Gordon Peake answers a job advertisement for a role with the government of the 

Autonomous Region of Bougainville, a collection of islands on the eastern fringe of Papua New 

Guinea looking to strike out as a country of its own. In his day job he sees at first hand the 

challenges of trying to stand up new government systems. Away from the office he travels with 

former rebels, follows an anthropologist's ghost and visits landmarks from the region's conflict. In 

2019, he witnesses joy and euphoria as the people of Bougainville vote in a referendum on their 

future. Out of these encounters emerges an unforgettable portrait of this potential nation-in-waiting. 

Blending narrative history, travelogue and personal reminiscences, Unsung Land, Aspiring Nation is 

an engaging memoir as well as an insightful meditation on the realities of nation-making and 

international development. 

 

Contents: Preliminary pages; Abbreviations and other shortened forms; Acknowledgements; 

Foreword; Introduction; Part I: 1. Aid comes to my aid; 2. Arrival; 3. Make-work and workshops; 

http://doi.org/10.22459/ULAN.2022
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4. Bookanville; 5. Have licence, lack engine; 6. A trip to Port Moresby; Part II: 7. The road to 

Arawa; 8. Town of ghosts; 9. Buka's bestseller; 10. Beatrice's Bougainville; 11. Plan A; 12. Plan B 

and whiskey to the rescue; 13. Institutions new and old, seen and unseen; Part III: 14. Odd jobs, 

family trips and a friend worth fighting for; 15. Referendum days; 16. The stone pillars; 17. The 

result of all this; Epilogue; Glossary." 

 

STECH, ZORIAN. 2021. Histoire du condominium franco-britannique des Nouvelles-Hébrides - De 

colonie à pays. Paris: Les Indes savantes. 305 pages. ISBN: 978-2-84654-577-8 (pb). 

 

"The New Hebrides represent a forgotten chapter of European colonialism. However, between 1906 

and 1980, this small archipelago of around eighty islands was jointly governed by France and Great 

Britain. The book focuses on the period from 1945 to 1980 while providing historical context 

placing events in the period leading up to the Second World War. In the New Hebrides, the French 

and the British had to take into consideration the aspirations and needs of the New Hebridean people, 

who were increasingly politically active due to the land question and land alienation. The link 

between education and the increasing participation of New Hebrideans in the political life of the 

colony is also explored. From the beginning of the 1970s, political life in the New Hebrides took on 

the characteristics of a modern democracy: political parties, electoral campaigns and elections. The 

book sheds light on the role and place of France and Great Britain on the emerging political scene in 

the New Hebrides. Several territories in the Pacific having gained independence, the New Hebrides 

were doomed to the same fate; but the divergent positions of France and Britain meant that 

independence was not achieved in peace, but rather in blood." 

 

VAN GRONINGEN À STULING, DERK H. 2023. Kilenge, West New Britain, Papua New Guinea: A 

Pictorial Ethnography. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag. ISBN: 978-3-447-12007-4 and 978-3-

447-39377-5 (eb). 

 

"In 1977-78, right after Papua New Guinea had achieved its political independence, Derk van 

Groningen was living among the Kilenge people on the north-west coast of New Britain. Originally, 

his ethnographic field research centered on the circular migration pattern in the Kilenge area. Being 

permitted to take photographs on their daily activities, his focus became much broader. Van 

Groningen's work presents a photographic documentation of many aspects of Kilenge life during the 

transition period from colonial rule to self-determination and governance. His original observations 

and photographs are published here for the first time." 

 

POLYNESIA 

 

ARISTA, NOELANI. 2021. The Kingdom and the Republic: Sovereign Hawai'i and the Early United 

States. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 312 pages. ISBN: 978-0-81222-491-7 (hc) 

and 978-0-81225-073-2 (pb). Review: Journal of New Zealand and Pacific Studies, 10(2), 2022: 

239-242 (by J.F. Wilson). 

 

In 1823, as the first American missionaries arrived in Hawai'i, the archipelago was experiencing a 

profound transformation in its rule, as oral law that had been maintained for hundreds of years was 

in the process of becoming codified anew through the medium of writing. The arrival of sailors in 

pursuit of the lucrative sandalwood trade obliged the ali'i (chiefs) of the islands to pronounce legal 

restrictions on foreigners' access to Hawaiian women. Assuming the new missionaries were the 

source of these rules, sailors attacked two mission stations, fracturing relations between merchants, 

missionaries, and sailors, while native rulers remained firmly in charge. In The Kingdom and the 

Republic, Noelani Arista (Kanaka Maoli) uncovers a trove of previously unused Hawaiian language 

documents to chronicle the story of Hawaiians' experience of encounter and colonialism in the 

nineteenth century. Through this research, she explores the political deliberations between ali'i over 

the sale of a Hawaiian woman to a British ship captain in 1825 and the consequences of the attacks 

on the mission stations. The result is a heretofore untold story of native political formation, the 

creation of indigenous law, and the extension of chiefly rule over natives and foreigners alike. 

Relying on what is perhaps the largest archive of written indigenous language materials in North 

America, Arista argues that Hawaiian deliberations and actions in this period cannot be understood 

unless one takes into account Hawaiian understandings of the past - and the ways this knowledge of 

history was mobilized as a means to influence the present and secure a better future. In pursuing this 
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history, The Kingdom and the Republic reconfigures familiar colonial histories of trade, 

proselytization, and negotiations over law and governance in Hawai'i. 

 

Contents: Introduction: He Ao 'Olelo: A World of Words; 1. The Political Economy of Mana: 

Obligation, Debt, and Trade; 2. Creating an Island Imaginary: Hawai'i's American Origins; 3. The 

Isles Shall Wait for His Law: Planting the American Congregational Mission; 4. Hawaiian Women, 

Kapu, and the Emergence of Kanawai; 5. Libel, Law, and Justice Before the 'Aha 'olelo; Afterword; 

Appendix. Textual Sources and Research Methods; Glossary; Notes; Index; Acknowledgments." 

 

MELTZ, RENAUD & VRIGNON, ALEXIS (eds). 2022. Des bombes en Polynésie: Les essais nucléaires 

français dans le Pacifique. Paris: Vendémiaire. 707 pages. ISBN: 978-2-36358-381-9 (pb).  

 

"Under the presidency of General de Gaulle, France acquired the coveted deterrent force since the 

beginning of the Fifth Republic: bombs much more powerful than those deployed in Hiroshima. At 

what price? The 193 nuclear tests carried out from 1966 to 1996 in Polynesia in the atolls of 

Fangataufa and Moruroa upset the existence of all Polynesians, contaminating some with toxic 

fallout, degrading fragile ecosystems in which radioactive waste was hastily dumped into the sea. 

Throughout this gigantic enterprise which mobilized a hundred thousand men and billions of francs, 

the way of life of the inhabitants was transformed, from the Marquesas to Bora-Bora. From the 

hesitations of metropolitan political decision-makers on the choice of location - they considered 

Corsica or the Massif Central for underground firings, Reunion and New Caledonia for aerial tests - 

to the health, environmental and socio-economic consequences, through the story of oppositions, 

disputes but also cohabitations and encounters, this work, the result of the collaboration of 15 

researchers, historians, geographers and anthropologists, lifts the veil on a period of Polynesian 

history and French post-colonial history too long remained under the sign of secrecy." 

 

 

MILLS, PETER R. 2022. Connecting the Kingdom: Sailing Vessels in the Early Hawaiian Monarchy, 

1790-1840. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press. 296 pages. ISBN: 978-0824893989 (pb) and 978-

0824891893 (hb). 

 

"In this ground-breaking work, Peter Mills reveals a wealth of insight into the emergence of the 

Hawaiian nation-state from sources mostly ignored by colonial and post-colonial historians alike. By 

examining how early Hawaiian chiefs appropriated Western sailing technology to help build their 

island nation, Mills presents the fascinating history of sixty Hawaiian-owned schooners, brigs, barks, 

and peleleu canoes. While these vessels have often been dismissed as examples of chiefly folly, 

Mills highlights their significance in Hawai'i's rapidly evolving monarchy, and aptly demonstrates 

how the monarchy's own nineteenth-century sailing fleet facilitated fundamental transformations of 

interisland tributary systems, alliance building, exchange systems, and emergent forms of Indigenous 

capitalism." 

 

RITTE JR., WALTER & SAWYER, RICHARD. 2023 (February). Na Mana'o Aloha O Kaho'olawe: 

Hawai'i Warriors - Love for Land and Culture. Honolulu: Awaiaulu. Distributed by University of 

Hawai'i Press, Honolulu. 144 pages; 54 illustrations; 3 maps.  

 

"This republication of Na Mana'o Aloha o Kaho'olawe, the diaries of Walter Ritte Jr. and Richard 

Sawyer, preserves and perpetuates a piece of Hawai'i history for future generations. Written in 1977, 

the diaries are a day-to-day record of their thoughts and reflections when the two men occupied the 

island of Kaho'olawe for thirty-five days, using their bodies as shields to stop the bombing and 

desecration of the island by the US military. One of the catalysts of the Hawaiian Renaissance, the 

Kaho'olawe movement was a vibrant time with the awakening of a long-buried spirit of identity 

rising to its rightful place of prominence in Hawai'i's history. It was not, however, without sacrifice 

and struggle - the biggest of these being the tragic loss of George Helm and Kimo Mitchell. Walter 

and Richard are both 1963 Kamehameha School graduates, groomed at a time when there was little, 

if any, attention paid to Hawaiian history, consciousness, identity, or culture. Most of their learning 

and experience was military-based and of a Western perspective, yet they heard the call of Kanaloa 

[the octopus/squid-god of the underworld] and joined with others to protect Kaho'olawe." 
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SAURA, BRUNO. 2022. A Fish Named Tahiti: Myths and Power in Ancient Polynesia (Tahiti, Ra'iatea, 

Hawai'i, Aotearoa New Zealand). Translated by Lorenz Gonschor. Punaauia: Maison des Sciences 

de l'Homme du Pacifique. 310 pages. ISBN: 978-2493616012 (pb). 

 

"This book focuses on a traditional Tahitian account, which sees the island born in the guise of a 

fish. The scene is said to have been the Leeward Islands group, north of Tahiti. There, in ancient 

times, a huge eel swallowed a young girl and began to shake the land of the island of Ra'iatea, at a 

time when it was called Havai'i. A piece of it broke off, sailing away and becoming the Tahitian fish. 

The final words of this myth, which state a natural anteriority of Ra'iatea-Havai'i over Tahiti, are 

very depreciatory: Tahiti, a subordinate island, would once have had neither gods nor sacred chiefs 

(ari'i), unlike the glorious Ra'iatea-Havai'i. What was the reality? Did the island of Ra'iatea - where is 

the ''international' marae (temple) of Taputapuatea, classified as a Unesco World Heritage Site in 

2017 - dominate its neighbours? Did its influence extend to a vast region, in the interior of the 

Pacific, as some have claimed and are claiming today? This book attempts to answer these questions 

by focusing on the conditions of historical fabrication of a myth that is both highly poetic and 

political. For that purpose, it explores in details the meaning of the entity Havai'i or Hawaiki, the 

primordial land of the ancient Polynesians. 

 

Contents: Acknowledgements; Orthographic Style; Translator's Note; Part I. Components of the 

Myth: 1. Hawaiki, Avai'i, Ra'iatea, Tahiti; 2. Mythycal Ways of Islands' Appearance; 3. The 

Imaginary World of Fissh-Islands; Part II. Past Readings of the Myth: 1. Ethnologists' Theories; 2. 

Tahitian Exegetes of the Myth; Part III. Questioning Ra'iatea's Influence: 1. Borabora; 2. 

Ra'iatea; 3. Tahiti; 4. Across the Greater Region; Conclusion; Biography." 

 

SWAIN, PETER. 2022. Fono [Meeting]: The Contest for the Governance of Samoa. Wellington: Te 

Herenga Waka University Press. 176 pages. ISBN: 978-1776920655 (pb).  

 

"Fono tells the story of the development of Samoa's unique system of governance, and of those who 

have fought for power and shaped the development of the Independent State of Samoa, from first 

settlement through German colonisation and New Zealand's administration, to indigenous 

governance, including the hard-fought 2021 General Election and its dramatic outcome. 

 

Contents: Foreword, by Tuila'epa Sa'ilele Malielegaoi; Preface; Prologue; 1. Samoa's Parliament of 

Chiefs; 2. European contact, settlement and governance; 3. German administration, 1900-1914; 4. 

New Zealand administration, 1914-1961; 5. Achieving independence; 6. Indigenous governance; 

Appendices: Tama-a-'aiga lineages; Constitutional amendments; Women's representation; Harmony 

agreement." 

 

 

2. RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

 

[Mistakes occasionally occur in this section. We are happy to receive corrections that will be noted in our 

online database.] 

 

GENERAL / ARTICLES & BOOK SECTIONS 

 

ALEXEYEFF, K. (2021). Back to the Future: Rewriting Fashion History from the Cook Islands. Critical 

Studies in Fashion and Beauty, 12(1), 25-48. Special issue: Fashioning Culture: Transforming 

Perspectives from Oceania. 

 

ALEXEYEFF, K., & PRESTERUDSTUEN, G. H. (2021). Fashioning Culture: Transforming Perspectives 

from Oceania. Critical Studies in Fashion and Beauty, 12(1), 5-24. Special issue: Fashioning 

Culture: Transforming Perspectives from Oceania. 

 

APOROSA, S. A., HÉBERT-LOSIER, K., & AUGHTON, H. (2022). Traditional Kava Use and Body Sway: 

A Pilot Investigation. Pacific Health Dialog: The Journal of Pacific Research, 21(10), 683-692. 

Retrieved 21 December 2022 from: https://pacifichealthdialog.nz/index.php/phd/article/view/140.  

 

https://pacifichealthdialog.nz/index.php/phd/article/view/140
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ARIA, M., & LATTANZI, F. (2022). The Sea Unites What the Earth Divides: Anthropologies from the 

South Seas: Introduction [in Italian]. Archivio Anthropologico Mediterraneo, Anno XXV(n. 24(2)), 

15 pages. Special issue: The sea unites what the earth divides, edited by Matteo Aria and Francesco 

Lattanzi. Retrieved 3 January 2023 from: https://journals.openedition.org/aam/.  

 

CHAND, S., CLEMENS, M., & DEMPSTER, H. (2022). Wage Arbitrage through Skilled Emigration: 

Evidence from the Pacific Islands. Asia and the Pacific Policy Studies, 9(3), 430-446. 

 

COLE, N., KAISER, S. B., & SMELIK, A. (2021). Editorial Foreword. Critical Studies in Fashion and 
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