MORALE IN HAWAIIL
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The morale problem of the men in the army and navy sta-
tioned in Hawaii, always peculiar to an outpost, has been made
more acute by the recent increase in their numbers as a conse-
quence of the developing national emergency. It is the purpose
of this paper to seek to put this problem into a somewhat broad-
er perspective. That the white man suffers physically and morally
in the tropics is a generally accepted notion. It is a common
saying that in Manila a white woman first loses her complexion,
then her health, and finally her morals. Somerset Maugham is
a master in depicting this process of deterioration. It is, how-
ever, now recognized that not climate, but isolation is the major
factor involved. A. Grenfell Price, in his recent studies on the
white man in the tropics, points out that the white man in China
and India is as much subject to deterioration as the white man
in Singapore and Manila. Isolation from home, friends, from
one’s centers of cultural creativity and the consequent lack of
mental stimulation—these are involved in the process of de-
terioration.

This is a problem with which military authorities have long
found it difficult to cope, but it is present wherever, as in India,
Indo-China, Panama, Hawaii, a government stations troops over-
seas at a great distance from home.

The military authorities responsible for the troops in Ha-
waii have had the problem much in mind. In 1936 Major-Gen-
eral Hugh A. Drum, testifying before the House Sub-commitiee
on Military Appropriations, stated that the program for the men
in° Hawaii included “first, health, contentment, and welfare of
the command. We have accomplished excellent results along
these lines. Except for mental diseases we have a better record
ithan on the mainland. In venereal diseases we have a better rec-
ord. Our mental disease record is slightly higher than in the
mainland but less than in Panama.”

The very fact that the army in Hawaii has had a mental
disease rate in between the rates of Panama and the mainland
helps to point out Hawaii’s anomalous position. Hawaii is, to
be sure, an outpost, separated by more than two thousand ocean
miles from California, a land where the white race is in the
minority. But Hawaii is also in every sense of the word America,
“an integral part of the United States,” a typical American com-
munity—its schools, theatres, shops, restaurants, streets, churches,
hotels, newspapers, and the social life of its Caucasian citizens
have all dominated the life in Hawaii for so long that they can
no longer be looked at as transplantations. The newcomer to
Hawaii senses this, as can be seen by the frequent expressions
of disappointment on the part of tourists in search of the South
Sea flavor. The soldier and sailor also sense it and tend at first
to feel at home here. But their feeling of at homeness is disturb-
ed by the exotic aspects. They are in a sense in an ambivalent
position. ‘
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