Topical Reports

1. Trans-Pacific Contacts

GORDON F. EKHOLM

The rather complete skepticism among Americanists, of only a few years ago,
is now giving way to a real and growing interest in the various problems involved
in trans-Pacific contacts. From work in progress known to this reviewer and the
interest noted at Americanist congresses and among students at several unversities,
we may expect in future more reports on our subject and an increase in their size.

American arch®ologists, in the United States at least, still hold that the reality
of trans-Pacific contacts has to be proved in more concrete terms than has yet been
done before it can be taken seriously. Absolute proof may not suddenly appear; a
shift from the traditional idea of New World independence will come as evidence is
gradually accumulated. The tide will turn not only with new discoveries, but also
through a revaluation of evidence already in hand and a change in our view on how
long distance diffusion took place in the past.

This prediction, admittedly, may prove incorrect; however, the climate of opinion
is changing in a way which will allow and encourage the varied kinds of studies
which we need to test our hypothesis. We should look especially for studies of
specific subjects in greater depth. For instance, certain musical instruments of
Melanesia and Peru have been repeatedly found to be similar in construction
and use, but the potential value of this observation awaits a fuller and detailed
investigation.
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