
By Kalani Wilhelm
Ka Leo Staff Writer

Editor’s Note: This story is the sec-
ond part of a series on the OHA 
at-large candidates. A story on candi-
date Frankie Kawelo ran in the Nov. 
1 issue.
	
	 Office of Hawaiian Affairs trust-
ee John Waihe‘e IV has been exposed 
to local politics as far back as he 
can remember. One thing he learned 
from his father’s eight-year reign as 
Governor of Hawai‘i was the under-
standing of how important it is to 
care.
	 Although Waihe‘e is a second-
generation politician, his views about 
representing the Hawaiian people are 
very traditional. They are based on 
simple values, such as never forget-
ting where he came from and the 
importance of understanding and hav-
ing an interest in ethnic background 
and culture.
	 “I got into OHA not because I 
wanted to be a politician but because I 
wanted to help the Hawaiian people,” 
Waihe‘e, 32, said shyly, looking like 
a kid behind his large desk in his 
plush 12th-floor office on Kapi‘olani 
Avenue.
	 On his desk sits an 18-inch-
tall Scooby-Doo stuffed animal, and 
under it, in a box, are children’s books 
he said he is going to donate to local 
kids.
	 During his two years as an OHA 
trustee, Waihe‘e said that one of his 
main goals has been to apply many of 
the traditional values he learned from 
his family to help the Hawaiian com-
munity.
	 “I didn’t really like politics,” 
said Waihe‘e. But, he added, it was 

the only way he knew how to get 
involved because it was how he grew 
up.
	 That is why Waihe‘e, who earns 
an annual salary of roughly $40,000, 
has chosen his job as an OHA trustee 
as his only kuleana (responsibility). 
To him, the concerns of the Hawaiian 
people come first.
	 “Sometimes people take things 
too personal when they are attempting 
to do things for the greater good. They 
forget what the main objective is ... 
It’s not a matter of fixing the problem; 
it’s fixing it right — doing it in a way 
that is pono (righteous) and culturally 
appropriate,” he said.
	 Waihe‘e credits his ability to gen-
uinely care for other people to lessons 
taught by his dad, his mother Lynne 
and his late grandmother Mary.
	 During his father’s tenure as 
governor from 1986 to 1994, his dad 
garnered the reputation throughout 
the state as an outgoing person with 
a knack for communicating well with 
the public. Although the younger 
Waihe‘e admits to being more of an 
introvert, he credits his father with 
instilling in him his values.
	 “One thing I got from him is 
working with people ... Hawaiian 
issues are always complicated, there 
are so many layers to every issue. 
Sometimes, no matter what you do, 
you’re going to offend some group,” 
Waihe‘e said.
	 As for the women in his life, 
his mother and grandmother, they 
told him to always live up to his own 
expectations not the expectations of 
others.
	 Waihe‘e said he can still remem-
ber the day his family moved out of 
their cozy two-bedroom apartment 
in Kalihi to move into the governor’s 

residence, Washington Place. He said 
he had mixed emotions about moving 
because of his strong attachment to 
the old house. But on the upside, he 
no longer had to share a room with his 
sister, Jennifer.
	 “It was a neat apartment (in 
Kalihi) with a big yard and a pool. It 
is where I grew up. I have a lot of fond 
memories of that house. I still pass by 
the place sometimes,” he said.
	 As things around him changed, 
he said he would always remember 
where he came from. That is why, 
instead of complaining about issues, 
he said he tries to focus specifically 
on the topic at hand and not on those 
doing the griping.
	 “If you take things personally 
it can affect your decision-making,” 
said Waihe‘e. “I don’t hold grudges.”
	 Waihe‘e worked as a bar man-
ager at Keo’s Restaurant in Waikiki 
before stepping in the political arena.
	 John Rotundo worked with him 
there and said, “He was always cool 
with everyone, no one looked at him 
as John the son of the governor. ... He 
was always just like everyone else.”
	 Aside from the benefits that 
come with being the son of a governor 
— such as living in a lavishly deco-
rated house, having maids to clean 
up after him and chefs to prepare 
delicious meals — there were also 
negatives, said Rotundo.
	 Rotundo said that it was not 
until Waihe‘e returned from his first 
years at Loma Linda College in Calif. 
and enrolled at Honolulu Community 
College that his famous name became 
an issue, making him the center of 
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Dialog on Diversity Speaker Karl Kim, UH Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, 
speaking about the planning elements concerning the “college town” concept 
of the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa and Mo‘iliili. 

Mo‘ili‘ili near 
UH, but planned 
expansion still 
far, far away

By Thomas Nozaki
Special to Ka Leo

	 The public will have to wait at 
least six more months to see if the 
University of Hawai‘i will be able 
to go ahead with its plan to expand 
into Mo‘ili‘ili, UHM Interim Vice 
Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
Karl Kim said.
	 UH is negotiating with sev-
eral parties: government agencies, 
owners of the land in Mo‘ili‘ili 
(the Kamehameha Schools/Bishop 
Estate) and community groups, 
said Kim to an audience of about 
40 students, faculty, and commu-
nity members and officers of the 
Manoa and the McCully/Mo‘ili‘ili 
Neighborhood Boards.
	 Even before a more formal 
plan is finalized, the university 
would focus on its linkage with 
Mo‘ili‘ili, Kim said. Probably the 
first areas to be worked on would 
be developing what Kim called 
“pedestrian spines” which would 
connect the campus with Mo‘ili‘ili, 
and improving the appearance of 
entrances to the Manoa campus, 
such as the underpass on University 
Avenue.
	 The intersection of University 

Avenue and South King Street is 
another location that Kim thought 
was vital to the success of expand-
ing to Mo‘ili‘ili.
	 A student asked why the 
University Avenue and the South 
King Street intersection was so 
important.
	 “We keep coming back to that 
intersection as a critical point and 
as a reference point,” Kim respond-
ed. He said it is important because 
a lot of traffic and pedestrians pass 
through that area.
	 Kim, a professor of urban and 
regional planning, said the rea-
sons why the university wants to 
expand are to increase classroom 
and research space, to revitalize 
the campus, to enhance student life 
and to form a partnership with the 
community.
	 “Planning is really about 
change,” Kim said. He said change 
is what diversity is about, and add-
ing diversity is about how much or 
how little change can take place.
	 New York-based firm Cooper/
Robertson worked with the 

See Expansion, page 7

See Waihe‘e, page 2
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Khanate of the Golden Horde meet weekly, dress in traditional mongolian costumes and demonstrate fighting tech-
niques. They were on the Manoa campus on Oct. 31, as part of  an event sponsored by the Activities Council.
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Happy Halloween?
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Ka Leo O Hawai‘i TODAY IN HISTORY

On November 4, 1922, British 
archaeologist Howard Carter and 
his workmen discover the entrance 
to King Tutankhamen’s tomb in the 
Valley of the Kings, Egypt.

Campaign ethics 
causing concern

By Sacha Mendelsohn
Ka Leo Managing Editor

	 It was noon, a brown-bag 
lunch kind of affair,  when more 
than 40 busy individuals took 
time out of   their day to debate 
something they felt was impor-
tant — ethical election cam-
paigning.

	 Waihe‘e said that although he 
could have easily survived without 
the pampered life of a governor’s 
son, he could not imagine growing 
up without the love and guidance of 
his grandmother Mary Waihe‘e, who 
lived with the family in Washington 
Place.
	 Waihe‘e said the assurance that 
“Grandma” was around was all he 
needed.
	 “My last memories of her was 
her living at Washington Place,” 
said Waihe‘e. “I always associated 
Washington Place with her. Just her 
presence.”
	 “She was really smart,” Waihe‘e 
recalls. “I could go to her room any 
time and talk stories. It always made 
me feel good.”
	 Waihe‘e said his mother, a 
school teacher at Hawai‘i Mission 
Academy, helped him develop his 
love for children. She encouraged 
him to become involved with chil-
dren as a member of the Read to Me 
International Program.
	 A few times a month, Waihe‘e 
visits O‘ahu elementary schools and 
reads to school children. He has 
also donated hundreds of books to 
Hawaii’s keiki (children).
	 “When I read to the kids, I just 
love it,” Waihe‘e said. He looks at 
the picture of him and a group of 
children from Kamehameha Schools 
sitting on his desk.
	 “They aren’t judgmental. They 
have no hidden motives; when they 
are young they are all good,” he 
said.
	 Waihe‘e continued: “Sometimes 
people say OHA acts like kids, but 
kids are better, kids are good.
	 “Hawaiians just want to make 
sure you listen to them and hear them 
out ... I guess I’m old fashioned. I 
think people should care about each 
other. I just care a lot.”

Waihe‘e:  
Has place in 
his heart for  
our children

From page 1

attention in class.
	 “It felt weird at times,” said 
Waihe‘e. “It was something I never 
really got used to.”
	 Before that, his friends in ele-
mentary school and high school had 
never talked about his famous father.

	 A code of ethics is not enforce-
able by law, this leaves it up to the 
candidates to act ethically, said 
Richard Miller, professor emeritus 
at the University of Hawai‘i law 
school and moderator of the event.
	 “We’ve noticed it really doesn’t 
make a difference, they go out and 
do what they want to do,” said pan-
elist and Campaign Spending 

See Campaign Ethics, page 7Code of Fair Campaign 
Practices 

Each candidate for public office 
in Hawai‘i is expected to adhere 
to the following basic princi-
ples—

1.	 Conduct a campaign openly 
and publicly.
3.	 Refrain from the use of per-
sonal vilification
4.	 Condemn any dishonest or 
unethical practice 
6.	 Not coerce election help or 
campaigns
8.	 Not originate or spread mali-
cious or unfounded accusations

View full list at newhawaii.org
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By Jiye Kim
Ka Leo Staff Writer

	 Picture this: You take your date 
to one of your favorite bars in town 
and have a great time. Both of you 
drink merrily and grind hard on 
pupus. Your server has been very 
pleasant, giving you great service 
and attention. The bill comes, and 
it’s $60. What are you willing to tip 
as a token of your appreciation?
	 Well, if you answered 10 per-
cent or a “couple of dollars,” you 
need to get your tipping etiquette 
straight. The ideal tip is 15 percent 
or more, depending on the service.
	 First of all, expect to tip if you 
are planning to go out. Going out 
equals spending money. If you plan 
to be stingy with your money, why 
even go out in the first place?
	 Tipping your server shows them 
how much you really appreciated 
their service. Of course, if they 
gave you terrible service, no one 
expects you to give the standard tip; 
however, if they do extra things for 
you, that’s all part of great service.
	 There are many little things that 
a server does to make your time 
more enjoyable. For example, how 
many of you like it when your 

server asks you if you want another 
drink or dish before you have to get 
their attention? How about when 
your area is always neat and clean 
(no empty glasses, cleaning up 
spills that you make, etc.)?
	 All these perks are what make 
a guest feel comfortable and wel-
come, but you have to show your 
gratitude as well. Of course, it is 
a part of the server’s job to make 
every guest feel welcome, but I 
guarantee you that if you take care 
of your server, chances are they will 
remember that. Consequently, the 
next time you come back to have a 
great time, you’ll have the best ser-
vice ever with extra bonuses.
	  With a good tip, servers will 
definitely remember who you are. 
By knowing who you are, that will 
make a big difference in priority of 
customers. That means getting your 
items faster without having to wait 
a decade. By being recognized, you 
both have an understanding of each 
other and know what is expected.
	 Don’t expect your server to be 
attentive to you or your table if you 
are giving her a few dollars or noth-
ing at all. Nobody likes to be stiffed 
on a tip.  Being stiffed is like a slap 
in the face. With all the attention 

they give you, it’s like a waste of 
their time.
	  When customers leave no gra-
tuity, it basically puts them in one 
of three categories: A) they are 
ignorant or just don’t know how 
to tip, B) they are not from here, 
or C) they know the standard tip-
ping but are just “chang” with their 
money.
      I know that tipping is just a 
“gratuity,” but in Hawai‘i it is a 
custom as standard as saying hello 
or goodbye. I don’t know anyone 
that never tips their servers.
	 Here are a few facts about 
waitresses and waiters. First of all, 
they all get paid minimum wage, 
meaning that they live off their 
tips. If you don’t tip, they don’t get 
paid. They are also expected to tip 
out other members of their staff. If 
your tip is inadequate or if you give 
nothing at all, they pay out of their 
pockets. So please be kind to your 
server.
	 Get to know who your server 
is. Know their name and call them 
by it. Never shout “hey there” or 
flag them down with wild wav-
ing hands. That type of behavior 
is offensive to servers. Of course, 
there are exceptions to the rule, for 

instance, when servers aren’t giving 
you the time of day. To avoid this, 
make conversation with your server 
and treat them like a friend, not just 
a servant at your beck and call.
	 Try to order from the server 
whose section you’re sitting in. For 
example, if you want to order from 
the bar, sit at the bar. Servers have 
sections that they are in charge of, 
so if someone keeps on ordering 
from the bar and sits in their sec-
tion, it makes them feel a little agi-
tated. They could have other cus-
tomers who may want to sit there 
and give them business, versus the 
person giving the bar their business 
but taking the server’s section.
	 What I am trying to say is that 
you should take care of the people 
who serve you. This is not meant 
to offend anyone. It is merely a 
way of showing respect to others 
that work in this kind of business. 
Servers want to get treated with 
sincerity, just as how you as a guest 
want to feel. I guarantee that if you 
keep these points in mind, there 
will be a big difference in the way 
your server treats you. It’ll make 
the difference between good service 
and the best service ever.

Nominations
	 Nominations for Natural Problem 
Solvers are due on Friday, Nov. 8. 
Nominees should be individuals who 
contribute to effective dispute resolu-
tions without getting paid. For more 
information, contact 956-6433.

Auditions
	 Director Tony Pisculli is looking 
for actors for his play, “Duck, Duck, 
Scrooge — A Commedia Christmas 
Carol.” Actors needed to help force 
Charles Dickens’ classic through the 
wringer of modern improv and tradi-
tional commedia dell’arte. Auditions 
will be held at The Arts at Mark’s 
Garage on Nov. 9 and 10 from 3 to 5 
p.m. Wear comfortable clothing. For 
more information, call 261-5080.

Exhibit
	 The Koa Gallery at Kapi`olani 
Community College presents the new 
work of Hiroki Morinoue with the 
exhibit “Recent Experiments.” The 
Big Island artist will experiment with 
colors, symbols, patterns, materials 
and space in his work. The exhibit 
runs from Oct. 16 to Nov. 16. Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more 
information, contact David Behlke at 
734-9375.

It’s simple, Scrooge — 
servers should be tipped

Waitresses and waiters remember — and reward — good tippers

Campus
Bulletin
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The City and County should 
be sitting and counting how 
much public servants spend
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Linda Lingle leaves 
shady past in Maui

	 I am from Maui, and like most 
people on Maui I’m not voting for 
Linda Lingle. Unlike most people 
in this state, we, the people of Maui, 
have seen the kind of show Linda 
runs. She says she’s an agent of 
change — I do not disagree.
	 But what exactly does Linda repre-
sent — in terms of change? There are 
an infinite number of types of change 
— some good, some not good.

Makawao Highlands Joint Venture
	 This is what we know. In the early 
1990s, Makawao Highlands Joint 
Venture decided to make some money 
by developing a housing project. The 
county first informed the develop-
ers that they could develop 22 units 
because the zoning designation was 
“interim.” Just as work began, the 
Public Works department sent a stop 
work order because the land was actu-
ally zoned “agricultural.” Because of 
these delays, the project’s finances 
fizzled away, and the project was 
faced with foreclosure.
	 Fearing a lawsuit by the develop-
ers, Linda went to the council to get 
approval for the Makawao Highlands 
project to be built as an afford-
able housing project. The council 
approved the “affordable housing” 
designation. Still fearful, Linda’s 
administration then entered into an 
agreement to purchase the project for 
almost $2 million. The county council 
was not informed of the agreement 
and never approved of the expendi-
ture.
	 An independent auditor found that, 
besides improperly expending county 
monies and improperly entering into 
agreements, the agreement’s terms 
were improper. Not only did Linda 
exclude the county council from any 
knowledge of the agreement, but she 
even excluded key decision-makers in 

her cabinet.

Hiring Her Husband
	 This is what we know. William 
Carroll, a county sewage treatment 
plant operator, was critical of the 
county’s haphazard operation of the 
sewage treatment plant. He consistent-
ly held press conferences to highlight 
sewage spills and other repugnant 
mismanagement. In 1992, Linda’s 
administration fired Carroll for alleg-
edly violating another employee’s 
privacy rights by sharing person-
nel records with another employee. 
Carroll and his wife filed a wrongful 
discharge and civil rights lawsuit.
	 Linda and other county officials 
were sued both in their official and 
individual capacities. The county 
attorney opined that there was the pos-
sibility of conflicts of interest between 
the county’s defenses and Linda’s 
individual defenses. Because of these 
conflicts, Linda and her subordinates 
were told to get independent attor-
neys.
	 County governments indemnify 
officials when they are sued in their 
individual (in addition to their official) 
capacity as a general rule. The power 
to arrange that indemnification is 
within the powers of the county coun-
cil.
	 When Linda was told to get an 
attorney, she did. Linda and then-
director of Public Works George 
Kaya retained Lingle’s then-husband 
William Crockett for $30,000. They 
didn’t go to the council for approval 
but did use county money.
	 When the council requested a 
copy of the retainer agreement, Linda 
refused. It wasn’t until after the 
state’s Office of Information Practices 
stepped in that Linda reluctantly 
forwarded copies. Besides hiring her 
husband, Linda also contracted Daniel 
Bent, another attorney, for her other 
subordinates for $50,000.
	 The council was not notified of 
the contracts, nor did it approve of the 
contracts. When asked if she saw an 
ethical problem in hiring her husband, 
she told the media that she didn’t hire 
him because he was her husband but 

because “he’s one of the best.”
	 By 1994, Linda had increased her 
husband’s contract to $140,000 and 
Bent’s to $450,000. When the com-
bined contract obligations reached 
$590,000, the county council finally 
intervened and questioned the legal-
ity of the contracts. Linda painted the 
council’s investigation as “harass-
ment.”
	 The county council sued Linda 
and her administration. Maui Circuit 
Court Judge E. John McConnell dis-
missed the complaint because one of 
the nine councilmembers was running 
against Linda for mayor. However, 
when the county council appealed, 
the state Supreme Court unanimously 
held that the mayor had no power 
to spend money on independent 
attorneys without the approval of the 
county council.
	 In 1996, Linda and her gang 
settled Carroll’s tort and civil rights 
lawsuit for $45,000. The county paid 
Crockett and Bent more than half of 
their retainer amount. This amount 
came to $350,000. This money has 
never been repaid to the county.

Increased Maui’s Debt 370 Percent
	 This is what we know. Lingle 
claims to be against new taxes. We 
all know that every politician breaks 
this promise — Linda’s tax increases 
were generally moderate. However, 
instead of keeping county spending 
consistent with available funds, Linda 
started racking up long-term debt for 
the county. She came to power when 
the county’s indebtedness was at $58 
million. Eight years later, she left the 
county with a debt of $215 million. 
We will be paying this. Our children 
and their children will be paying for 
Linda’s spendthrift fiscal policies for 
many years.
	 She says she’s an agent of change. 
But what kind of change will she 
bring? More Enrons and Haliburtons? 
More Makawao Highland project 
bailouts? More deficit spending? My 
vote will not endorse the self-serving 
law breaking and the improper use of 
government money to dig Linda out 
of holes she hasn’t yet dug.

Folding
Thoughts

Lance D. Collins
Ka Leo Opinions Editor

	 The State of Hawai‘i has determined, as a matter of policy, to hold pub-
lic servants to a high level of ethical conduct. The State Ethics Code regu-
lates matters like conflicts of interests, misuses of confidential information, 
the acceptance and reporting of gifts, the misuse of official positions, the 
misuse of state resources, representation of clients before state and county 
agencies and post-employment activities.
	 It requires lobbyists to register with the State Ethics Commission. 
Public servants and candidates for elective office are required to submit 
accurate financial disclosure statements. The state has an ethics commis-
sion which administers and enforces the State Ethics Code. The commis-
sion is made up of five members who are appointed by the governor from 
a list of two names per position, nominated by the Judicial Council of the 
Hawai‘i Supreme Court.
	 At the urgency of City and County Prosecuting Attorney Peter Carlisle, 
the state Legislature has proposed a constitutional amendment which will 
eliminate safeguards for the accused in criminal procedure by permitting 
inadmissible hearsay evidence to be used to indict accused citizens. The 
issue will go to the electorate on Nov. 5 as Constitutional Amendment 
Question #3. Proponents of the amendment are urging a “yes” vote. 
Opponents of the amendment are urging a “no” vote.
	 At the helm of the “yes” campaign is City Prosecuting Attorney Peter 
Carlisle. He has spent over $1,000 of the City and County’s money print-
ing “yes” vote brochures in addition to using City and County time and 
resources advocating the “yes” position. Carlisle has claimed that the 
Honolulu Ethics Commission and the State Ethics Commission have both 
approved of his use of City and Council resources. While both have indi-
cated that the use of City and County resources does not violate the two 
ethics codes, the state Ethics Commission has indicated that it did not give 
approval to Carlisle.
	 Recently, deputy Public Defender Susan Arnett requested an opinion 
from the state attorney general on whether or not it was appropriate for a 
state agency to use public money and time for constitutional amendments. 
She sought the opinion because she received conflicting information from 
the state Ethics Commission.
	 Last Thursday, the attorney general’s office released the opinion that 
state agencies may use state time and resources to inform voters about the 
proposed amendment, but that they could not do the same to make a rec-
ommendation.
	 The opinion stated, “Unlike the attorney general, the public defender 
does not have express statutory authority to make recommendations to the 
public about the criminal justice system. You or your staff may not use 
state time or resources to advocate for or against ballot question #3.”
	 In addition, every public servant swears an oath to uphold the constitu-
tion before assuming office.
	 We support the attorney general’s opinion that state agencies may not 
use their time and resources on advocating positions amending the state 
constitution unless given specific statutory authority to do so.
	 We believe that permitting government agencies to enter into the fray 
of ballot question controversies is analogous to government agencies 
campaigning for political office candidates, especially when the question 
fundamentally and directly implicates the powers or structure of the gov-
ernment agency. We believe the purpose of the ethics code was to prohibit 
public servants from using the positions for personal gain.
	 We admonish Peter Carlisle for trying to skirt the law. We ask: How can 
the representative of the people enforce the law when he himself stands in 
the shady regions of the law? Further, we admonish him for seemingly vio-
lating his oath of office — which is to uphold the constitution. He swore to 
uphold the constitution, and he is advocating on official City and County 
time with City and County money an erosion of the constitution.

Correction
In Friday’s issue, on this page, the column headlined “Recycling needed; bottle bill not the 
right approach” was incorrectly attributed to Editor in Chief Mary Vorsino. The column was 
written by Staff Columnist Spencer Harris. Ka Leo apologizes to our readers and to Harris and 
Vorsino for the error.

THE EVENT: The State Attorney General’s office has opined 
that without specific statutory exemption from state ethics 
laws, no state or county agency may advocate for or against 
constitutional amendments.



Taxpayers beware!! When I say tax-
payers, I mean every college student 
that works. Every person who has 
a job is paying taxes. Why do I say 
beware? In the general election on 
Nov. 5, there will be a question that I 
strongly oppose. Though I have noth-
ing against private educational insti-
tutions, I still oppose the proposed 
constitutional amendment.
	 The newest proposed amendment 
states that private schools, colleges 
and universities will be issued special 
purpose bonds to use as they wish 
instead of having to take out loans. 
Most of these bonds will be used to 
pay for repairs and renovations and 
provide the schools with a low-inter-
est financing. However, this amend-
ment will also take away substantial 
financial support from public educa-
tion.
	 Think about the purpose of having 
tuition. Tuition is paid by the stu-
dents of the school to pay for learn-
ing materials, resources, teachers’ 
salaries and, most of all, repairs and 
renovations. So why does a private 
educational institution need a public 
government to pay for its renova-
tions? The government is an agent 
for the people of the state and must 
provide for its residents regardless 
of race, class and economic status. 
Private educational institutions hold 
the right to choose which students 
are allowed to study. Therefore, they 
do not have to accept certain people 
into their institution (for example, 
Kamehameha continues to stress pri-
ority admittance for Hawaiians only, 
and even within that group, they only 
accept those who meet the standards 
for admittance).
	 As a taxpayer and a student 
planning to enter the field of public 
education, knowing that our public 
schools are perishing because of the 
lack of financial support from the 
government, I find it absurd to see 
that money being allocated to private 
institutions. Our state could be what 

every governor dreams of — an 
educational pot of gold in the Pacific 
— but the state would have to pour 
more money into public education 
and prioritize education before any 
other department. Throughout his-
tory, many people have seen private 
education as being better than public, 
and the primary reason behind that 
perception is the fact that legislatures 
continue to take money away from 
the DOE for other programs (some-
times when not needed).
	 How did this absurd amendment 
even come about? One day, during 
the Legislature’s session, one person 
turns to the other and comments on 
how her/his child’s (private) school 
will be raising tuition again. “What, 
again?” questions the other. “Didn’t 
they just raise it last year?”
	 “Yeah, but they claim they need 
the money for repairs and renova-
tions,” replies PS Legislature. “There 
has to be something we could do 
about it.”
	 “I know, why not make an amend-
ment to allocate government savings 
bonds to these schools to pay for 
these repairs!”
	 “Hey, excellent idea!! Then the 
tuition will not increase and we can 
save money.”
	 “But what about public schools? 
Shouldn’t we leave that money for 
improving our public schools?” states 
a brave Legislature who believes in 
our public education.
	 After seconds of false pondering, 
“Naaaaaaaaay!” each agrees, shaking 
their heads and laughing at the same 
time (Note: this dialogue is complete-
ly fiction with no regards or reference 
to anyone in real life).
	 From there, discussion continues, 
and judging by the proposal, it would 
appear that there are a lot of legisla-
tures with children in a private insti-
tution for them to come up with the 
amendment.
	 Who am I to tell others how to 
vote? Vote what you believe, but I 
personally plan to vote “NO” to this 
particular question. Anyone working 
in the field of education knows that 
our public schools need every cent 
they can obtain from the government 
to replace outdated textbooks and 
provide more educational opportuni-
ties to its students.
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Bucks and books
The Way
I See It

Spencer Harris
Ka Leo Staff Columnist
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Kamehameha Schools this past 
summer, summarizing past studies 
and proposing future initiatives, 
he said.
	 Cooper/Robertson was started 
by urban designer Alex Cooper 
and has been involved with sev-
eral projects in New York City, 
including Battery Park near the 
World Trade Center site and now, 
designing the World Trade Center 
Memorial.
	 The Cooper/Robertson plans 
for UH and Mo‘ili‘ili showed 
alterations only to public land. It 
featured wider sidewalks, more 
trees and vegetation and a more 
aesthetically pleasing “gateway” 
(the underpass on University 
Avenue) into UH.
	 The changes for the gateway 
showed banners, superficial reno-
vations to the underpass, more 
greenery, increased walking space 
for pedestrians and the narrowing 
of University Avenue.
	 Kim said, “We want people to 
get the notion that they are enter-
ing a special place when they see 
the gateway.”
	 Kim said the plans presented 
were not final and could still be 
changed. He said the designers 
would also look into enhancing the 
natural water sources on campus 
and in Mo‘ili‘ili. There is also the 
possibility of including trolleys 
and setting up a transit system that 
would integrate the current one, he 
said.
	 Kim fielded a number of ques-
tions from the audience. Laura 
Ruby, a Mo‘ili‘ili resident in the 
art department, asked what was 
going to happen to the community 
members, especially those with 
low income? She also stressed 
the importance of the community 
being able to access the campus.
	 Kim said the expansion is 
going to create more job opportu-
nities, not only through construc-
tion, but also through the busi-
nesses and services that would 
be provided in the college town. 
Kim also said it is important to 
make the campus accessible to 
everyone, ranging from children 
to the elderly. Kim spoke of the 
possibility of creating housing for 

the community as well.
	 Manoa Neighborhood Board 
Chair Tom Heinrich asked if the 
university would partner with 
other schools and educational 
institutions in the area to cre-
ate the “element of a learning 
corridor.” Heinrich also suggested 
better connecting the university’s 
facilities, such as the Institute for 
Astronomy in Manoa Valley and 
the new medical facility being 
built in Kaka‘ako.
	 Kim said the university 
already has two charter schools 
and is working on a partnership 
with nearby schools.
	 One student asked Kim why 
campus construction projects were 
taking so long, such as the renova-
tion of the dorms and the area near 
Krauss Hall. And why doesn’t the 
university take care of itself before 
moving on to off-campus projects? 
The student also asked why the 
university didn’t complete traffic 
snarling projects during the less-
busy summer months.
	 Kim said the university is 
working on finishing the campus 
projects and that the planning done 
for Mo‘ili‘ili did not affect the 
campus projects.
	 Another student asked about 
the costs of the proposed Mo‘ili‘ili 
project and why the university is 
spending money on those plans 
when the campus needs repairs.
	 Kim said the university has 
not spent that much on the plans 
for Mo‘ili‘ili and that the cur-
rent and upcoming projects around 
campus do not cost that much.
 The college and parts of the 
community have already gotten 
involved with the preservation 
of Mo‘ili‘ili. The university con-
ducted a summer course which 
went around the Mo‘ili‘ili com-
munity, drawing layout designs for 
the older buildings. Kim said the 
preservation of the area’s diverse 
cultures is important. He said that 
planning would not touch those 
areas of cultural importance and 
would embrace them as assets.
 Kim emphasized the importance 
of the community by saying, 
“The university cannot do this by 
itself.”

Commission Executive Director 
Bob Watada.  
	 Research shows that negative 
ads do work. This is important to 
candidates because nearly 50 per-
cent of all campaign dollars are 
spent on TV advertising, said Chad 
Blair, panelist and associate editor 
of the Honolulu Weekly. 
	 Negative campaigning is a lot 
like pornography, hard to define, 
but you know it when you see 
it, said panelist and columnist at 
The Honolulu Advertiser, David 

Shapiro. He asked whether banning 
it would infringe on the right to 
freedom of speech.
	 Getting elected to political 
office is an adversarial process 
where one candidate challenges 
another so that the voters can judge 
for themselves who is best, he said. 
Voters need to inform themselves, 
the media is not responsible for 
doing it all, said Shapiro. 
	 “It’s got to be a level playing 
field,” said Judy Magin a candidate 
for State House district 33. 
	 “We need better voters ... when 
voters get better campaigns get bet-
ter,” said Miller.
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Men’s Golf

UH/Turtle Bay Intercollegiate

The Links at Kuilima

Physicals may 
save athletes

Men’s golf 
tees up at 
Turtle Bay

Andrew Shimabuku • Ka Leo O Hawai‘i

Freshman golfer Kari Sur completes her follow-through in a cloud of grass. 
The ‘Bows next tee up Nov. 11 at the Las Vegas Women’s Showdown.

� By Michael Shields
Washington Square News

(New York U.)

(U-WIRE) NEW YORK — You 
are a student-athlete. You were 
a star in high school and were 
heavily recruited. The team 
wants you to start. You are in the 
best shape of your life. But the 
doctor found a heart murmur, 
and you cannot play.
	 This scenario, while frustrat-
ing and potentially heartbreak-
ing, could save your life.
	 Recent athletic tragedies, 
such as the death of St. Louis 
Cardinals’ pitcher Darryl Kile, 
have emphasized the fact that 
even seemingly well-conditioned 
athletes may carry a pre-existing 
ailment that can prove deadly.
	 That is where the Pre-
Participation Physical Exams, or 
PPEs, come in. PPEs are stan-
dard procedure in most universi-
ties’ medical departments, and 
they determine whether a student 
is allowed to participate in any 
sports.
	 Nearly every state requires 
PPEs for college athletes. The 
NCAA does not require anything, 
though it does publish recom-
mendations that most schools 
use as guidelines. However, even 
schools that dedicate significant 
resources to testing are not able 
to protect students completely. 
Reports stated that a full cardiac 
screening, including cholesterol 
screenings, blood work-ups, 
exercise stress tests and heart 
imaging tests, would have prob-
ably detected the narrowed arter-
ies that caused Kile’s death. But 
not all professional sports teams 
conduct such intensive tests, and 
neither do most colleges.
	 Dr. Kevin Eerkes, who super-
vises the administration of physi-
cals at the NYU Health Center, 
said there are imperfections in 
testing student-athletes.
	 “We are constantly asking 
ourselves whether these physi-
cals are worth it,” he said, point-
ing out the difficulty involved 
in detecting heart problems, the 
most watched-for condition.
	 “The only way to detect these 
without error is through admin-
istering extensive cardiology 
testing to every athlete,” Eerkes 
said. “Due to economic restric-
tions, this is not possible.
	 “You can’t provide every stu-
dent-athlete with a $1,000 test,” 
Eerkes said. “It’s just too cost-
prohibitive. We already spend 
tons of money on these students 
to participate in athletics. At a 
certain point we have to stop.”
	 University of Hawai‘i co-head 
athletic trainer Melody Toth said 
she thinks the PPEs UH requires 
of its first-year athletes are “pret-
ty complete.”
	 “We have doctors from all 
specialties,” said Toth. “We have 
orthopedists, we have family 

practitioners ... who all partici-
pate.”
	 Toth said that new UH stu-
dent-athletes undergo an orthope-
dic exam to check their joints, in 
addition to a physical, with spe-
cial attention for potential heart 
problems.
	 “Then we do a complete 
medical history to see if we’re 
missing anything or if there’s 
anything we need to pick up on 
or pre-existing injuries,” said 
Toth.
	 Christopher Bledsoe, NYU’s 
athletic director, said education 
is key because collegiate athlet-
ics have changed over the last 
decade.
	 “If anything is different, it 
is the unsupervised training 
that goes on,” Bledsoe said. 
“Students train all year long, and 
coaches do not have access to 
them during the offseason.”
	 Bledsoe referred to the case 
of Korey Stringer, the Minnesota 
Vikings offensive lineman who 
died last year after passing out in 
dangerous heat. Stringer’s death 
was a wake-up call for many ath-
letic programs. The main cause 
of Stringer’s death was his use 
of a diet supplement containing 
ephedrine, which exacerbates the 
effects of heat stroke, Bledsoe 
said.
	 “Diet supplements like 
ephedrine are not regulated by 
the FDA, yet most students 
are unaware of any dangers,” 
he said, adding that educating 
students on the dangers of such 
supplements is an area where 
PPEs fall short.
	 Despite the flaws of PPEs, 
they do appear to avert some 
risks. A study conducted by 
the American Sports Medicine 
Institute found that 14 percent 
of athletes taking PPEs were not 
initially cleared. Of those, 12 
percent were eventually cleared 
in a follow-up evaluation.
	 Of the original 14 percent, 
only a small portion were actu-
ally rejected due to dangerous 
cardiac issues, while the majority 
of problems were visual or skel-
etal. In the end, just 2 percent 
of those who were ultimately 
disqualified from sports partici-
pation were prevented from play-
ing. This shows both the scarcity 
of these health concerns and the 
difficulties involved in detecting 
them.
	 Toth said that most UH 
recruits pass their PPEs and 
make it to competition with their 
new teams.
	 “They might not pass it on the 
first go-round because we have 
to run some other tests, but even-
tually they all get cleared.”

Ka Leo Sports Editor Lori Ann 
Saeki contributed to this report.

Golf shots, nothing but golf shots

� By Stanley Lee
Ka Leo Senior Staff Writer

	 University of Hawai‘i junior golfer 
Matt Kodama will have a tough time 
trying to defend his title at the UH/
Turtle Bay Intercollegiate.
	 Kodama faces stiff competition 
with five nationally-ranked golfers 
in this year’s field. University of 
Nevada-Las Vegas’ Ryan Moore is 
ranked seventh individually in the 
nation, and his Runnin’ Rebels squad 
is ranked second as a team.
	 The tournament began this morn-
ing with the golfers completing 36 
holes by the end of the day. The tour-
nament concludes tomorrow with the 
golfers completing the final round on 
The Links at Kuilima course.
	 So far this season, Hawai‘i coach 
Ronn Miyashiro said his team is 
struggling. The Warriors finished last 
in three of their four tournaments this 
season. Their best outing came at the 
beginning of October, tying for 11th 
place at the Wolf Pack Classic in 
Genoa, Nev. Sophomore Kellen-Floyd 
Asao led the Hawai‘i pack with a 
five-under-par, three-round total 209 
to finish fourth individually.
	 Miyashiro remains optimistic: 
“They show they can play. Where we 
finish depends on how we play.”
	 The tournament concludes the 
fall season and team practices for the 
men’s team. “They are going on their 
own,” said Miyashiro. The players 
prep for their spring season by condi-
tioning and entering amateur tourna-
ments.
	 Participating in the 17-team 
UH/Turtle Bay Intercollegiate are 
host Hawai‘i, defending tourna-
ment champion Virginia, UNLV, 
44th-ranked Tennessee, 50th-ranked 
South Carolina, California-Riverside, 
Cal State San Marcos, Cal State 
Stanislaus, UH-Hilo, International 
Pacific (Australia), Osaka Gakuin 
(Japan), Portland, San Diego State, 
San Francisco, Santa Clara, Weber 
State and Washington State.

UH’s Pre-Participation Physical 
Exams are ‘pretty complete’


