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vigil preserved

By Dean Sensul, Star-Builetin

Ella Paguyo sits in the Halawa Valley campsite, near the H-3 freeway project, where she has kept a vigil for a year.

Halawa march marks anniversary A-8

IX days a week, as early as 4:30
a.m., the trucks rumble back
and forth in a continuous ca-
cophony of motion.

But just a few feet from the road-
way, not quite two miles into Halawa
Valley, Ella Paguyo lives in a peace-
ful haven, where the songs of birds
are more compelling than the din of
trucks going to and from the state’s
H-3 freeway tunnel project.

For most of the past year, this
gentle 54-year-old mother of 10,
grandmother of 18 and great-grand-

[

For the past
year, Ella Paguya
lived in a ‘temple

without doors’

* Thsp,

Story by
June Watanabe
Star-Bulletin

mother of two has kept vigil over a
part of the valley many believe is the
site of a rare hale o papa, or women's
heiau. *

In the beginning, Paguyo was sur-
rounded by other women, most with
convictions stronger than hers that
native Hawaiians had to take a major
stand against the state and its free-
way project to protect their cultural
heritage.

Today, only she maintains an al-
most constant vigil bolstered by fam-
ily and friends, one or two or three of
whom always keep her company at
night when they bring her ice, water
and food.

See HALAWA, Page A-8



march marks
Gnniversary

O A coalition protests
destruction of the area
for the H-3 freeway

BY June Watanabe

Star-Buiietin

T has been one year since a group of

women began keeping vigil over

what many believe is a hale o papa

or women's heiau in Halawa Valley
forcing the state to realign its massive
H-3 freeway project.

Beginning at 9 a.m. Sunday, members
of the Halawa Coalition and others will
march into the valley to mark the
anniversary and continue to protest the
destruction of what they say is a histori-
cally significant area. B

The marchers will visit six religious or
cultural sites in the valley, going up
Halawa Valley Access Road from the
freeway construction gate to a cleared
area known as Bridge 4.

“.\'\'e are exercising our rights as Ha-
waiians to visit this valley’s historic
complex and to worship at our religious
places,” said coalition spokesman Wal-

« Jace Camvel.

= - Many Hawaiians gathered medicinal

—and other plants in Halawa long before

“the state began work on the H-3 free-

<wway, he said, while others hunted for
wild pigs.

“We intend to make it possible for
Hawaiians to continue these traditional
practices, protected under the state
constitution,” Camvel said.

The Halawa Valley route for the H-3
had long been controversial, but the
dispute flared anew last year when
Bishop Museum cultural historian Bar-
ry Nakamura suggested that the free-
way would plow directly over a rare
hale o papa.

Nakamura became a cause celebre
after he was fired for criticizing the
museum and its top officials.

- Last April, hundreds of people led by
the Halawa Coalition and other native
Hawaiian groups marched into the val-
ley to protest the destruction of both
the hale o papa and a nearby luakini or
men'’s heiau.

On April 5, a group of women moved
into the weed-covered Site 75, pinpoint-
ed as the location of the hale o papa,
with the reluctant permission of the
state Department of Transportation.

But last August, 13 people were ar-
rested for trespassing after they
blocked cement trucks from going into
the valley, costing the state more than
$204,000 in construction delays.

The DOT subsequently ordered every-

one out. -
Two weeks later, in mid-September, a
few women were allowed to return.
On the eve of the first anniversary of
the vigil, only Ell2 Paguyo remains, a
celf-described nonacuylst, just a moth-
or and grandmother, spurred not by
o litical zeal but by a conviction
?gzt %(Le has to protect the past for
iture generations.
fi\lthough the Bishop Museum ?‘?;1-
state officials still dispute tgﬁ'cggt n
tion that the site is as Sié ic
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By Dean Sensui, Star-Bulletin

A tarp covers the 14-by-16-fool rock platform that forms Ella Paguyo’s Halawa Valley campsite.

HALAWA: Woman keeps vigil for ancestors

Continued from Page A-1

“Sheisaliving treasure,” said
friend Lei Lacy while visiting
Paguyo earlier this week. “She
is very committed.”

Although Paguyo distances
herself from any political or
activist group, Halawa Coali-
tion spokesman Wallace Cam-
vel acknowledged “the great
sacrifice Ella has made to mala-
ma the heiau throughout these
many long months.”

Paguyo explains her commit-
ment simply.

“I'm not a radical person,”
she insisted this week. “I'm not
trying to fight anybody.

“I just want to preserve this
for future generations to show
that this is where our ancestors
lived.”

Paguyo lives in “a temple
without doors,” Lacy said, a
place where the sun is filtered
by treetops, where mongoose
and wild pigs come so frequent-
ly they have names.

More importantly to Paguyo,
family and friends have helped
clear away dense vegetation,
uncovering clear evidence of
valley life in ancient times.

She points to a large pohaku,
or rock, covered with petro-
glyphs depicting life in the val-
ley; birthing stones; a terrace
rock wall; rock-lined steps lead-
ing to what was once a house;
and a carving of a huge owl on
the cliffside.

Farther up the valley, she
said, are the remnants of the
quarters of a chiefess. \

A morerecent artifact is a
moss-covered Portuguese oven
built by a Portuguese man who
once lived in the area.

Site has nature-park feel

Paguyo talked knowledge-
ably about the valley’s history,
the spirituality of the hale o
papa and the plants and fruit
trees growing all around.

See that plant, the ‘ape, she
said. It looks like taro, but it’s
inedible, although wild pigs up-
root it to eat the tender shoots.

Nearby, she pointed out a
real taro patch, but reacted in
dismay when she found that a
rare purple plant known as
Pele’s food taro had been up-
rooted by a pig.

People who first saw the area
last year, when it was wild, are
amazed at the transformation.
One visitor said it has become a
little nature park. ;

Scattered about are circular
minigardens, marked b,y
stones, created by Paguyo's
son-in-law, William Smith.

* With the state Department of
Transportation’s - permission,

Paguyo lives in an area domi-
nated by an open-sided, 14-by-
16-foot rock platform framed
by guava trunks and branches,
covered by a blue tarp.

Along its perimeter are cool-
ers filled with ice, plastic jugs
both empty and filled with wa-
ter, a two-burner gas stove,
lanterns, aluminum beach
chairs and assorted household
wares. A small tent sits nearby
under a bigger gray tarp.

It’s the life of the Swiss Fami-
ly Robinson, Paguyo laughed.

“I wake up at 6:30 every day,”
she said, and spends the day
digging weeds, raking and gen-
erally keeping the area clear
and tidy. She's mostly alone
during the day, except on
weekends, but at night hus-
band Bernard and one or two
other people are always there
to keep her company.

No television or radio are
allowed. “I don't want any of
that noise,” Paguyo said. “My
husband complains because he
wants to watch sumo or boxing,
but I tell him he can go home
and watch.”

Nature is still in charge

Life is basically a camp-out,
with nature in charge: Gusting
winds have ripped tarps and,

‘last year, there was flooding

from the nearby river.

She bathed in the river until
waters dried up about a month
ago; now she has to-make do by
pouring water over her body
from a container.

But there’s no escaping some
modern conveniences. As a
concession to worried family
members, Paguyo always has a
beeper and cellular phone.

Paguyo has nothing but kind
words for state officials, who
have accommodated her in
many ways. They provided a
blue Sanitoi shed for a toilet,
for example, and brought in a
pile of gravel, which friends
scattered around the com-
pound as a ground covering.

Why did this quiet, unprepos-
sessing woman leave her ordi-

66

I’'m not a radical
person. I'm not trying
to fight anybody. I
just want to preserve
this for future
generations.

22

Ella Paguyo
H-3 protester

:

nary life to stake a claim in an
extraordinary setting?

Paguyo was retired as a cook
from the former Hawaii Center
for the Deaf and Blind when ¢
her cousin, Clara Matthews,
coaxed her into attending a
rally for Bishop Museum cul-
tural historian Barry Nakamu-
ra last April.

Hawaiian spirit prevails
It was Nakamura who first
publicly suggested that a haleo *
papa existed on Site 75 in Hala-
wa Valley, going against the
museum’s official findings.

At the demonstration for Na-
kamura, protesters called on
“the women of Hawalii to occu-
py the heiau,” she recalled.

Matthews threw her the chal-
lenge, “What about you, Ella?”

Seeing the reluctance of her
cousin, Matthews said, “Just do
it for a couple of days.”

“I said, ‘OK, I'm game.’ I went
home for lunch and got my
sleeping bag and I've been here
since.”

It was in the valley that Pagu-
yo, 37% percent Hawaiian, dis-
covered how truly Hawaiian
she is in spirit and heart.

Born in Honolulu, she was
raised by grandparents in
Keaukaha on the Big Island
until her grandmother died in
1948. She returned to Honolulu
to be raised by a grand-aunt.

Much of what she learned
about her culture came from
kupuna, the elders, she said.

Once in the valley, she came
to see the importance of the
kupuna, how “they gave you
more education, culture-wise,
than anyone else.”

A turning point was when
she was allowed to bring back
the remains of four ancestors
for reburial in Halawa.

It was as if Paguyo herself
had come home.

Paguyo has remained in Ha-
lawa “because I still have to
take care of my kupuna. I will

L . s

_ stay as long as they allow me.”

She also feels a commitment
to passing on her knowledge, to
being a kupuna herself.

Already, about 100 Universi-
ty of Hawaii students have vis-
ited her in the valley and she
hopes the site eventually can
be turned into some kind of
educational park.

«] know it's not practical to
say, ‘No freeway.’ More than 5’0
percent is already built. That's
progress.

«But I see this place for cul-
tural programs, for teaching
the children. ... Because you
always have to respect the
past.” :
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T has been one year since a group of
women began keeping vigil over
what many believe is a hale o papa
or women's heiau in Halawa Valley
forcing the state to realign its massive
H-3 freeway project. .

Beginning at 9 a.m. Sunday, members
of the Halawa Coalition and others will
mar_ch into the valley to mark the
anniversary and continue to protest the
destruction of what they say is a histori-
cally significant area.

The marchers will visit six religious or
cultural sites in the valley, going up
Halawa Valley Access Road from the
freeway construction gate to a cleared
area known as Bridge 4.

“We are exercising our rights as Ha-
wailans to visit this valley's historic
complex and to worship at our religious
places,” said coalition spokesman Wal-

«lace Camvel.

= - Many Hawaiians gathered medicinal

-ard other plants in Halawa long before
the state began work on the H-3 free-

-avay, he said, while others hunted for
wild pigs.

“We intend to make it possible for
Hawaiians to continue these traditional
practices, protected under the state
constitution,” Camvel said.

The Halawa Valley route for the H-3
had long been controversial, but the
dispute flared anew last year when
Bishop Museum cultural historian Bar-
ry Nakamura suggested that the free-
way would plow directly over a rare
hale o papa.

Nakamura became a cause celebre
after he was fired for criticizing the

museum and its top officials.
-Last April, hundreds of people led by
the Halawa Coalition and other native
Hawaiian groups marched into the val-
ley to protest the destruction of both
the hale o papa and a nearby luakini or
men’s heiau.

On April 5, 2 group of women moved
into the weed-covered Site 75, pinpoint-
ed as the location of the hale o papa,
with the reluctant permission of the
state Department of Transportation.

But last August, 13 people were ar-
rested for trespassing after they
blocked cement trucks from going into
the valley, costing the state more than
$204,000 in construction delays.

The DOT subsequently ordered every-
one out.

Two weeks later, in mid-Septeinber, a
few women were allowed to return.

On the eve of the first anniversary of
the vigil, only Ella Paguyo remains, a
self-described nonactivist, “just a moth-
er and grandmether,” spurred not by
any political zeal but by a conviction
that one has to protect the past for
future generations.

“Although the Bishop Museum and
state officials still dispute the conten-
tion that the site is as significant as
Nakamura and Paguyo believe, the DOT
is.designing a realignment of the H-3
through the valley.

. DOT spokeswoman Marilyn Kali said
this week that the road “won’t go
through the site. Rerouting will take thg
freeway along the existing access road.
It also will be elevated.

:Paguyo will be allowed to.remain in
the valley until her safety is compro-
mised by construction, Kali said. Con-
struction is expected to begin next year.

“The coalition will hold a $10-per-per-
son fund-raiser from 5 to 8 p.m. tomor-
row at the Coffeeline, 1820 University
Ave.

A tarp covers the 14-by-16-foot rock platform that forms Ella Paguyo’s Halawa Valley campsite.

HALAWA: Woman keeps vigil for ancestors
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“Sheisa living treasure,” said
friend Lei Lacy while visiting
Paguyo earlier this week. “She
is very committed.”

Although Paguyo distances
herself from any political or
activist group, Halawa Coali-
tion spokesman Wallace Cam-
vel acknowledged “the great
sacrifice Ella has made to mala-
ma the heiau throughout these
many long months.”

Paguyo explains her commit-
ment simply.

“I'm not a radical person,”
she insisted this week. “I'm not
trying to fight anybody.

“I just want to preserve this
for future generations to show
that this is where our ancestors
lived.”

Paguyo lives in “a temple
without doors,” Lacy said, a
place where the sun is filtered
by treetops, where mongoose
and wild pigs come so frequent-
ly they have names.

More importantly to Paguyo,
family and friends have helped
clear away dense vegetation,
uncovering clear evidence of
valley life in ancient times.

She points to a large pohaku,
or rock, covered with petro-
glyphs depicting life in the val-
ley; birthing stones; a terrace
rock wall; rock-lined steps lead-
ing to what was once a house;
and a carving of a huge owl on
the cliffside.

Farther up the valley, she
said, are the remnants of the
quarters of a chiefess.

A morerecent artifact is a
moss-covered Portuguese oven
built by a Portuguese man who
once lived in the area.

Site has nature-park feel

Paguyo talked knowledge-
ably about the valley’s history,
the spirituality of the hale o
papa and the plants and fruit
trees growing all around.

See that plant, the ‘ape, she
said. It looks like taro, but it’s
inedible, although wild pigs up-
root it to eat the tender shoots.

Nearby, she pointed out a
real taro patch, but reacted in
dismay when she found that a
rare purple plant known as
Pele’s food taro had been up-
rooted by a pig.

People who first saw the area
Jast year, when it was wild, are
amazed at the transformation.
One visitor said it has become a
little nature park. ’

Scattered about are circular
minigardens, marked by
stones, created by Paguyo's
son-in-law, William Smith.

* With the state Department of

tation’s.; permission
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Paguyo lives in an area domi-
nated by an open-sided, 14-by-
16-foot rock platform framed
by guava trunks and branches,
covered by a blue tarp.

Along its perimeter are cool-
ers filled with ice, plastic jugs
both empty and filled with wa-
ter, a two-burner gas stove,
lanterns, aluminum beach
chairs and assorted household
wares, A small tent sits nearby
under a higger gray tarp.

It’s the life of the Swiss Fami-
ly Robinson, Paguyo laughed.

“I wake up at 6:30 every day,”
she said, and spends the day
digging weeds, raking and gen-
erally keeping the area clear
and tidy. She’s mostly alone
during the day, except on
weekends, but at night hus-
band Bernard and one or two
other people are always there
to keep her company.

No television or radio are
allowed. “I don't want any of
that noise,” Paguyo said. “My
husband complains because he
wants to watch sumo or boxing,
but I tell him he can go home
and watch.”

Nature is still in charge

Life is basically a camp-out,
with nature in charge: Gusting
winds have ripped tarps and,

‘last year, there was flooding

from the nearby river.

She bathed in the river until
waters dried up about a month
ago; now she has to-make do by
pouring water over her body
from a container.

But there’s no escaping some
modern conveniences. As a
concession to worried family
members, Paguyo always has a
beeper and cellular phone.

Paguyo has nothing but kind
words for state officials, who
have accommodated her in
many ways. They provided a
blue Sanitoi shed for a toilet,
for example, and brought in a
pile of gravel, which friends
scattered around the com-
pound as a ground covering.

‘Why did this quiet, unprepos-
sessing woman leave her ordi-

— =

I'm not a radical
person. I'm not trying
to fight anybody. I
just want to preserve
this for future
generations.

Ella Paguyo
H-3 protester

nary life to stake a claim in an
extraordinary setting?

Paguyo was retired as a cook
from the former Hawaii Center
for the Deaf and Blind when
her cousin, Clara Matthews,
coaxed her into attending a
rally for Bishop Museum cul-
tural historian Barry Nakamu-
ra last April.

Hawaiian spirit prevails

It was Nakamura who first
publicly suggested that a hale o
papa existed on Site 75 in Hala-
wa Valley, going against the
museum’s official findings.

At the demonstration for Na-
kamura, protesters called on
“the women of Hawaii to occu-
py the heiau,” she recalled.

Matthews threw her the chal-
lenge, “What about you, Ella?”

Seeing the reluctance of her
cousin, Matthews said, “Just do
it for a couple of days.”

“I said, ‘OK, I'm game.’ I went
home for lunch and got my
sleeping bag and I've been here
since.”

It was in the valley that Pagu-
yo, 37% percent Hawaiian, dis-
covered how truly Hawaiian
she is in spirit and heart.

Born in Honolulu, she was
raised by grandparents in
Keaukaha on the Big Island
until her grandmother died in
1948. She returned to Honolulu
to be raised by a grand-aunt.

Much of what she learned
about her culture came from
kupuna, the elders, she said.

Once in the valley, she came
to see the importance of the
kupuna, how “they gave you
more education, culture-wise,
than anyone else.”

A turning point was when
she was allowed to bring back
the remains of four ancestors
for reburial in Halawa.

It was as if Paguyo herself
had come home.

Paguyo has remained in Ha-
lawa “because I still have to
take care of my kupuna. I will

_ stay as long as they allow me.”

She also feels a commitment
to passing on her knowledge, to
being a kupuna herself.

Already, about 100 Universi-
ty of Hawaii students have vis-
ited her in the valley and she
hopes the site eventually can
be turned into some kind of
educational park.

] know it's not practical to
say, ‘No freeway.’ More than 5,0
percent is already built. That's
progress.

«But I see this place for cul-
tural programs, for teaching
the children. ... Because you
always have to respect the

past.”
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