
The 12,000-acre Walalua Sugar Co. plantatlOrt Is In a "wait and 
see· mode, with managers unsure hOw long losses can be 
sustained . It is one of Oahu's two remaining plantations. 
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rice and taro. Pigs and poultry 
can also be raised. 

In the coastal area, fish 
raised in restored Hawaiian 
fishponds and aquaculture 
ponds can supplement the con­
siderable catch from Waialua's 
rich offshore fishing grounds. 
In the cooler upland region, 
some sugar can be grown for 
local use, along with cultivat­
ed guava, mountain apple, 
plums, berries, and green 
grapes. The mountain forests 

_ can yield small amounts . of 
· · lumber and a little sandalwood 

and koa for local craftspeople. 
And on the fenced-in lower 
slopes, cattle, sheep and pigs 
can be pastured. 

THE TIME is rlpe for insti­
gating a citizen-based, "pro-ac­
tive" planning process on the 
North Shore. Waialua cannot 
remain exactly as it is. 

The community itself must 
be empowered to discover its 
own goals and draft a concep­
tual outline of how it wants 
the North Shore to develop. 
Its average citizens are capa· 
ble of contributing fresh ideas 
carefully tuned to the commu­
nity's unique history, circum­
stances, and needs. Experts on 
sustainable agriculture, . low-in­
come housing, communitr 
based economic development, 
eco-tour'ism, etc., can contrib­
ute their knowledge on exact­
ly "how" the community's 
goals can be realized. Develop­
ers can participate to the ex­
tent they share the 
community's goals. 

This very process is under 
way in the Ka'u District of 

• Ha wail Island, where residents 

A North Shore 
economy based on 
eco-tourism and 
agriculture might 
help draw a new 
breed of tourist to 
Hawaii, while 
meeting trne needs 
of Waialua 
residents. 

are facing the imminent shut· 
down of the Ka'u Agribusiness 
sugar plantation. Led by 
Green Party Councilwoman 
Keiko Bonk-Abrahamson, the 
area's residents have createa 
the Ka'u Community Economic 
Development Action Commit­
tee, which is now seeking 
funding to begin actual pro­
jects. 

YES, THIS is turning the 
old power game upside down: 
community-based planning, 
based on the needs of the peo­
ple of Waialua and the North 
Shore. The politicians and de­
velopers will then have to re­
act to what North Shore 
people wanl 

Is this not wbat democracy 
is all about? 
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