3 A Framework for Assessing
Health Needs

ELDON L. WEGNER, PH.D.

INTRODUCTION

Contemporary social indicators show that Native Hawaiians are
socio-economically disadvantaged compared with other groups and
experience a disproportionate number of social, psychological and
physical problems. Systematic medical information on the population
of Hawaii is available since the early 20th century. A recent report
from the U.S. Office of Technology Assessment (1987) reported that
the overall death rate of Native Hawaiians is 34 percent higher than
for the total U.S. population, with higher rates for diseases of the heart,
cancer, cerebrovascular disease, and diabetes mellitus. Thus, epidemiol-
ogical data provide clear evidence that Native Hawaiians are a high risk
population for many serious health problems.

The chapters which follow summarize current information about
certain specific health problems of Native Hawaiians. However, the
task of assessing health needs extends beyond a statistical compilation
of health conditions. This report aims also to examine the nature of
health service delivery to the Native Hawaiian population. The report
attempts to note the role which various modes of service have in
preventing, controlling, and treating health problems, and how health
programs might be more effectively targeted for the Native Hawaiian
population.

The purpose of this chapter is to provide a framework for
analyzing health care needs. First, the significance of four modes of
health care service are described: health education, health promotion,
health screening, and medical treatment. Second, three criteria are
defined for assessing the adequacy of the delivery of service: the
availability, accessibility, and accessibility of services. Together, these
modes of health care and these criteria for assessing delivery provide
a broad perspective for analyzing the nature of the health care. While
it is not an exhaustive set of categories, this framework is useful in
identifying the types of issues which must be addressed in designing
more effective responses to the health needs of Native Hawaiians.
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