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The effect of internment in Hawai‘i on children and families is considerably 
different from the mainland where families were interned together and camps 
provided schools, activities, and resources for internees. At Honouliuli, only 

mbig a few children were interned with their parents, and there is limited informa- 

| tion on their experiences in camp. The more compelling stories come from 

the few adults I interviewed who, as children, lived outside of camp under 
~ martial law in Hawai‘i and visited their fathers and mothers in camp. This 

qualitative study contrasts interview data and literature on experiences of 
Nisei, who were teens in Manzanar, with adults of Japanese and German 

heritage, who were children with one or both parents interned at Honouliuli. 

Findings indicate that the participant groups share displacement in a time 
of political turmoil, weakening of the nuclear family unit, and changing 

women’s roles asa result ofinternment. The foundation of family cohesion was 
net, crumbling under martial law in Hawai‘iand incarceration on the mainland. 
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" esearch on children and families of internment is both a professional 

st inquiry and a personal journey into my family history. As an Early 
Childhood teacher educator anda researcher of Asian American families 

te in the Midwest, I never expected that my move to Hawai‘i would provide me 
the wonderful opportunity to work with an interdisciplinary team investi- 
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eating different aspects of Honouliuli, the Hawai'i internment and prisoner 

of war site. My family left Manzanar and settled in Wisconsin where I was 
born in 1947. My mother was a teenager in camp, and my father was a young 
journalism student who worked at the Free Press, Manzanar’s camp newspaper. 
The Free Press was the official publication of the Manzanar Relocation Center 
administration and of the Manzanar Cooperative Enterprises under the edito- 
rial leadership of Roy Takeno (Adams 1944). My father, Kishio Matoba, is 
photographed in Ansel Adams’s (1944) book, Born Free and Equal: ‘The Story 

of Loyal Japanese Americans, while my mother is featured in several sports 

events in her high school yearbook, Our World 1943-1944 Manzanar High 

School” (Manzanar 1944). The recently published book, Children of Manzanar, 
by Heather Lindquist (2012) included a variety of quotes from my mother, 
Chiyeko “Chickie” Hiraoka Matoba. She described camp schools where chil- 
dren sat on the cold linoleum floor while the few available desks were for the 
teachers. She also commented on how things became more “normal” later on 
as schools acquired needed educational supplies. I wonder how one comes to 
judge “normality” when you are removed from your community, rounded up 
with folks that look like you racially, and relocated to a desert. I wonder if those 

austere camp experiences helped my parents and grandmother acclimate from 
sunny California to a cold, unfamiliar postwar life in Wisconsin. I wonder how 
I ever gained a sense of my own racial, ethnic, and cultural identity growing 
up in the Midwest with little Japanese community and with the expectation 
to assimilate and be 100 percent American. 

In this article, I contrast the effect of internment on children, left at 

home in Hawai‘i when their parents (mostly fathers for Japanese Americans, 

but both fathers and mothers for German Americans) were interned at Hon- 

ouliuli with the experiences of my mother and her octogenarian classmates, 
who lived in the camp and graduated from Manzanar High School in 1944. 

These internment sites differed greatly in terms of context as indicated by 
Burton et al. (2014): 

The first key distinction between the mainland and Hawai‘i is that the 
Hawaiian internment was authorized by martial law, rather than Executive 

Order 9066. Martial law left little imprint on the landscape, so Honouliuli is 

a rare physical manifestation of those numerous wartime restrictions, which 

had a profound effect on all the citizens of Hawai‘i.... Unlike the mainland, 

where the vast majority of internees were of Japanese ancestry, the heritage 
of Hawaiian civilian internees included Japanese, Okinawan, German, Ital- 

ian, Austrian, Norwegian, Danish, Russian, Lithuanian, Swedish, Finnish, 


