
COM Ousts Palau Senator 
For the first tim.e, the Congress of 

Mic:rOJ1esia. has expelled one of its mcm­
ber•s. Word was received in Gu.am yes­
terday that the Micronesian Senate bad 
voted Monday to censure and ezpel Se.a.. 
Roman Tmetuchl of Palau. 

Senate President Toaiwo Nakayama 
said the Senate "bad AO alternative be­
ca~• of Tmetuchl's neglect of duties 

and violation of his oath of office. " 
Tmetuchl baa J10t attended any sea -

sions since last year when lie declared 
that the Congress "does not represent 
the needs of the people of Palau." His 
declaration followed a referendam in 
which Palau. voted for separation from the 
rest of Micronesia.. 
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New Working Paper Called "Step Backwards" 
Micronesians Reject U.S. Negotiating Position 
Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

The Carter .A.dndoi•tra.tion has presented 
to the Chairmen of the three negotiating en­
tities of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 
Island• a ''working paper" which is wirespon­
sive of the needs and legitimate aspirations 
of the peoples of the Trust Territory and 
denies their existing rights. 

The Chairmen of the Marshall Isla.nda 
Political Status Commission. and the Palau. 
Political Status Commission and their 
respective delegations consider this pa.per 
an wu-ealistic, drastic step backwartl from 
former United States proposa.18 made by 
previous Admini.ttratio.o.s during the last 
nine years of negotiations wbi.ch, them­
selves, were rejected. The working paper 
is so blatantly inequitable and u.nreason.able 
that it could be regarded .a.a an iif.ffront to 
the people of Micronesia. 

The United States proposal proceeds 
from a c:oncept. of free as soc:iation that 
conflicts fundamentally with views all 
three negotiating commissions expresaed 
at Molokai, and it also obviously ignores 
President Carter's call for "compromise, 
COACiUatioa., a.ad flexibility" in these ;ie -
gotiatiOJ1s. It is therefore u.nacceptable 
~s a basis for negotiating the termination 
of the last remaio.ing United Nations 
Trusteeship. 

While we intend to remain fiexible in 
these negotiation.a, we are not prepared 
to conaider any "free aaaociation 11 pro­
posal that does not assure our people the 
protections guaranteed by Principle Vll 
of the United Nations General Assembly 
Re11ol.11tion 1S41, i11cluding the continuing 
richt to alter anilaterally ·su.ch political 
status i11 accordance with c011stitutio11al 

. 
P.rocedures. We believe it ia possible to 
tailor auch a genw.ne free association 
agreement that wou.ld. aasure the United 
States that its interests in land a.Ad. 
possibly, its other legitimate de~eruse in­
terests in this strategically important 
area of the world will be accomodated 
by an agreed upon term of years. even if 
ou.r peoples were toexerciae their in­
alienable right of self-determination to 
alter their political status du.ring such term 
of years, provided s11eh a.a. agreement: 

1. Were intergovernm.ental in form; 
2. ; explicitly recognized the inalienable 

right of 0111' people to alter their po­
litical status wulaterally thro11gh 
constitutional procedures a.o.d · 

3. appropriately limited United States 
foreign affairs powers in the area of 
the Trust Territory to legitimate 
defense related concerns. 

We u.rgently request that the United 
States swunit a draft compact within thirty 
days that is consonant with theae principles. 
For ou.r part, we shall endeavor to submit 
to the U11i.ted States such a draft compact 
u.pon which the greatest consensus within the 
Trust Territory can be achieved. If the 
United States demonstrates a genuine wil­
lingness to negotiate serio1111ly su.ch an 
a.greement and if a satisfactory agreement 
and if a. satisfactory agreement emerges 
from this p-ro~ess, we shall take appro­
priate steps to assure that there are no 
legal impediments to the full implementa -
tion of such an agreement. 
Signed, 

• .\ma.ta Ka.b11a Roman !'metuchl 
Marsballs Status 

Commission 
Palau Status 

Commission 



Old Glory And A New Political Status for 
Micronesia by Roger w. Gale 
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Part One 0£ a Two Pa.rt Series 
Strotc:bing acroaa tho Pacitic from 

Hawaii to jut off the edge of IAdonesia and 
the Philippines are the moro than 2, 00~ 
ialands in Micro.neaia, all of \?hi.ch are 
wider American controL They are the only 
territo~y in tho wcsterzi Pac:ific over which 
the U.S. either cll.im.8 soveroipty or has 
tho asa1Uance of c,xtended political hegemony. 
All tho era of c:011tniomo11t has come to a close 
and the O. S. baa withdrawn military forces 
from th" mainJ:ii.nd of A.:da, CiUl\m. and the 
Micr011asial1 iala.ads which form the Trust 
Territory of th1t Pacific Iolande have ~con:n 
of incrC!aaing geopolitit:al dg.nificanc:e. Thl3 
expanaiOA of national power ovor the open 
Has acc:ompanyins tocm:u,loaical advances 
in exploiting tho dctep-Dl'.l"-baa also enhanced 
the potontiN. value of theoe witil now ec0110-
mically unimportant ielanda nrowad which a 
200-mile renouce :JOJ\8 will be extended in 
Jwv 1979. 

While for atratepc nnd cultural 
reaaODS Micro.ueu. io b-;)st thonght of as 
a. part .of Asia, on.e cruc:i&"'\l detorminant of 
ita xu.turo imporu.nco in eapporting Ameri­
can foreign policy in. Asia vr..ll be the extent 
to which Micronesia i• politically integra.ted 
into the domestic political orbit of the U.S. 
Political statua .aegotiatione have bften an­
de rwa.y aia.ce 196 9. al.though Micron<uic"'\­
wide tNks have ~bed uince 1972 when 
the O. S. initiated si,parti.te .11~gotiations 
with the Northern Mariana Islaado. The 
Department of Defeme then had plasl8 to 
c0Mtrt1.ct 2. large mwti-11ervice baso 0J1 the 
ill.and of Tiniaa. in the Mariac.u, a contin­
gency in the event tbs O. S. was forced to 
withdraw from Okia.a.wa followµig ita revar­
aion to Japan. That baa not come to pass, 
bowe.,.,r, and except for periodic amphi­
biowi "~erciaes, plane for th~ Tlllian ba~e 
a.re frozen. 

But in 1975 agreement was reached 
with leaders in the Northern Mariana Islands 
for the 14,000 people there to becom ·e perma­
nently affiliatad with the U. s. undel". a common­
wealth arrangement rimilar to that liJlking 
Puerl9 Rico and the O. S. The first elected , 
;averncr took office in January 1978 wben a 
new constitution, approved by Prosident 
Carter. ~11t into effect., marking the .first 
011tright terriforia.l acquisition by the U.S. 
itince the purchase of the Virgin Islands in 1917. 

· Talks 'With the rest of Micronesia 
remain unresolved becawse of disputes over 
the inclusion of control of tuna fishing in the 
ZOO-mile zone; the anilatoral return 0£ pub­
lic land to the districts, _bypasaini; tho Con­
gress of Micronesia; revelatio.na of CIA 
spying and, moat immeuiately! becawse of 

separatist movements in Palau an.cl the Mar­
shalls. the western- and eastern-most dia­
tricta. The Carter Administration baa re­
affirmed ita predocessor'a goal of termuia­
ting the trusteeship andsr 'lib ich Micronesia 
is adrniobtered by the U.S. by 1981-, but 
Micronesia's sue does not correspond with 
the magnitu.dE: of the probleme to be overcome. 
Ita 105. 000 people, e%clud1Ag thoee in the 
Northern Marianas and Ouam.. live on about 
100 islands ·in six cliatricts spread over three 
million square miles of ocean. While there 
are national inatff'Utioa.s, primary amoo.g them 
the Congreaa of Micromtsia.. wuty is still fra­
gile and is presently taking second place to 
movements for. local self-government. To 
some extent separatism bas stre.a.gthen.ed the 
band of the U. s. and wae fostered in tm 
Mada.nae by the Nixon a.a.d Ford 4drnioistra­
ti0J18. Bat with the independence of Papua 
New Ouinea in 1975 leaving Micronesia aa 
the only remaia.ing truet territory of the eleven 
created by the U.N., the U.S. ia feeling pres­
sure albeit diffuse. to reach some kind of 
agreement m~ M!croneaia. From the begin­
ning, however, the status talks bc.ve been 011t 
of phase. At first it waa Mic.roneaiana who 
were eager to terminate the trusteeship and 
the U.S. which was rela.ctaa.t to consider 
Micronesian proposala. Now, for a variety 
of reaaona, it is the Con.gross of Micronesia 
which is blocking a settlement a.nd the Carter 
.t\.dmjoi~tra.tion which is pashµig for quick 
termination , its original plan for a plebiscite 
on futare status by the ftnd of 1978 now a 
chimerical goal. 

In December 1976, s iiortly before taking 
office, the Carter Administration. was con­
fronted with its first crisis with Micronesia -­
a front page revelation in the Washington Post 
that the CIA was conducting ~lectronic surveil­
lance and had surreptitiowsly hired Micronesian 
informer, tc report 00. the status negotiations. 

The p11blicity aroued by newapaper 
stories on spyins bas £0c:11&aed' attention 011 
the taa.k facing the U.S. in creating a post­
t:rw,teoship atatua whic:b will meet rniaim:a.l 
international standard a for decolonizatioA, 
gual"antee the protection of strategic ~d 
economic: int&resta, p-rove at least tolerable 
to Micronesiaila, conform to the rhetoric of 
the a-cimiaietration's human rightu policies, 
and not open a Pandora's box whereby Gu.am, 
Ame ricaa. Samoa, Puerio Rico and the Vir1in 
Islands, or even the new Marianas Common­
wealth. might try to r~l!gotiate their present 
statue of permanent affiliation with the U. S. 

The islands are l!ic:lividually and collec­
tively too !Im.all, distaa.t and culturally disin­
tegrated for atatehood in then.ear future; and 
their location on the rim of Asia only 500 
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MSC haa ju.st received the information on pages 3 and 4 from two different 
groups in Palau. Events in Palau are moving at a rapid pace, as these two 
documents indicate. At this stage, we will Let them speak for themselves, and 

3 

we h e to rovide an anal sis of the issues raised in future iss es of the Bul.letin. 

Pala11ans ~upport 
Constitution 

Palau Leaders 
Respond to COM 

Dear Ambassador Rosenblatt: 
Recently, representatives 0£ the under­
signed Concerned Citizens of Palau. met . 
in Koror with Mr. Don Paarlberg of your 
office. We discussed the various con.fusing 
developments on the subject of Micronesian 
Future Political status.. . 
, •• We hold that the Trusteeship Agree­
ment contemplated a future Micronesian 
nation. Your government as party to 
this Agreement recognized this goal, 

Your government further recognized 
the legitimacy of this view of a future 
Micronesian nation when it concluded 
with the Joint Committee on Future Po­
litica-1. Stat1.1s of the _Congress of Micro­
nesia, the Draft Com.oact of Free Asso­
ciation, a Post-Trusteeship political re­
lationship between. the U.S. Ciovernment 
and a future government·of Micronesia, .. 

The Constit1.1tion of the Federated 
States of Micronesia was drafted and will 
be presented before the Micronesian. 
peo[lle for their endorsement in a referen­
dum to be held on July lZ, l978 ••• 

The Referend1.1m •.. will have profound 
mearu.ngs £or our two peoples and progres -
sive people everywhere. Americans and 
Micronesians alike, we believe, will 
look with certain pride at this mutual 
achievement so befitting civilized men •.• 
For 12a, the Federated States of Micro­
nesia will be an attainment of an aspira­
tion, long held, of a brethren people to 
unite in a nation of their awn. Progres­
s i ve people everywhere will welcome the 
new, free and democratic nation as 
another step closer to a world of Freedom 
and Justice •.• 

We Sel.ieve we made it clear to 
Mr. Paarlberg that the only acceptable 
future political status for Palau is that 
which is contemplated in the Draft Consti­
tution of the Federated States of Micro­
nesia. 

The revival of the whole future politi­
cal status question is based, according to 
Mr. Paarlberg, on the level of Sllpport 
the United States is prepared to render 
the people ~£ Micronesia. The United 
States will not, according to the same 
Mr. Paarlberg, render this certain level 
of su.pport to the Federated States 0£ Mic­
ron.esia·Jlecau.se our Draft Constitution 
contemplates independence, This infor­
mation. so revealing in itself, we believe 
darkens the good name of the United States 
of America and the American People. We 
think it gives everyone very serious mis -
givings over the sincerity of President 
Carter's Huma.n Rights program. 

We wish to state for the record what 
m11St be evident 'already, that is: we do 
not ·:.riew the legitimate aspirations of our 
people to form their own political family 

Cont. P•.4 

PROGL.AMA TION OF PALAUAN LEADERS 
Compelled by our deep responsibili-

ties to our people and their future genera­
tions; and, in response to recent public 
attacks by a small group of Congress of 
Micronesia (COM) leaders against the inte­
grity and dignity of Palau - we the under­
signed solemnly join in this PROGL.AM.A TION 
as an essential and timely expression of 
national indignation, will and unity: 

WHEREAS, the people of Palau, on 
September 24, 1976, overwhelmingly deci-
ded in a free and open referendum to "nego­
tiate s .para.tely and apart from the rest of 
Micronesia with the United States a£ America, 11 

their future political status; and, 
WHERE.AS, this statemen of the people 1s 

will irrevocably binds the elected represen­
tatives and leaders of Pa.Lau to pursue vi _­
gorously this mandate of the people: and, 

WHEREAS, the Carter Administration has 
accepted this expression of the people ' s will 
and mandat e to its elected representatives 
as th-; basis for its c12rrent official policy to 
recognize tho:-Palau Political Status Commis -
sion as the sole representative 0£ the peo9le 
of Palau in the negotiations to terminate the 
Trusteeship: and, 

WHEREAS, COM r · presentati.ves Naka-. 
yama and Henry recently sent a cable to the 
President of the United Nations Security 
Council erroneously insisting tha·t their inter­
pretation of 11Micronesian unity" i.s a principle 
of international law whett this is clearly not 
tlie case: and, 

WHEREAS, this cable to the United Nations 
Security Council, i.n effect, accuses the lea-

' dersbip of Palau of election fraud in the Popu­
lar R :eferendum of September Z4, 1976 by de­
claring 11serious election irregularities oc­
curred in both places 11 (Palau and the Mar­
shalls ). when it is a matter of public record 
th.at there was not one vote officially chal-

, lenged during or after the referendum in 
, Palau making this acc1.1sation an irresponsible 

and malicious insult to our internal processes 
and institutions: and, 

WHEREAS, th.is same handful of COM 
leaders have also prepared legislation de­
signed to attempt to license illegal inter­
ference in Palau's sovereign political 
processes and institutions as exemplified 
in HJR No. 7-61, HDZ, passed 8-29-77 
which is entitled: 11A House Joint Resolu­
tion expressing the supoort of the Congress 
of Micron sia for those peoples of the Mar­
shall Islands and Palau. Districts who de­
sire to remain a part of a unified Micro­
nesia, 11 and, 

WHEREAS, COM House Bill 7-382 
passed, February 14, 1978 appropriates 
the sum of $304,000. 00, the largest swn 
ever appropriated for any political cam-
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CONSTITUTION ... Cont. from p. l 
a.s in any way co.anected with or affected 
by the level of support, financial or other­
wise, that your government is prepared to 
render our people, Flaunting the dollar 
sign before the Micronesian people is an 
outrageous ~ct, demeaning to both our 
peoples. , •• 

We are sorry to say here as we were 
when we i.n£ormed your Mr, Paarlberg 
that the_ United States bad been misled, .. 
T? read the political aspirations of a people 
~th a strong and highly developed political 
b.is.~ry, deeply rooted in their past, on the 
basis of utternaces of a certain newly or­
ganized political party or status comm.is_ 
sion necessarily produce incorr1act feed­
back, The correct feedback and in. fact the 
only feedback is this! Political powers in 
Pa.Lau are vested in the Traditional 
Leaders and supported without reser­
vation by our people ... , 

We believe it worthwhile to reflect on 
these truths: The Traditional Political 
System of Palau is time-tested. This sys­
tem has roots reaching far back thous ands 
of years into our past. To 01u people this 
system is more open and democratic than 
the elective system oi these thirty-some 
years of Trusteeship Period. An experi­
ence of thirty-some years is an infant as 
compared to that of millenia, Palauans 
overwhelmingly identify with their Tra­
ditional Political System with powers vested 
in their Traditional Leaders. Any polit1·-­
cal policy toward Palau which ignores these 
importattt truths would be, in our view, 
highly provocative and irresponsible, 

The validity of the above statement is de­
monstrated significantly by recent develop­
ments in the posture 0£ the U. S-Palau Status 
Talks. We are sure you are aware, on the 
basis of feedback £ram your contacts here, 
that the Traditional Leaders since their boy­
cott of your San Diego meeting h~ve not pa.r­
ticipa.ted in the activities of Palau. Status 
Commission. This is Largely due, we sus­
pect, to their rejectio.n of the political re­
lationship your government advocate along 
with Palau Status Commission, that of 
Separate PolitU:al Status for Palau, 

1. We suggest that your government 
conform to the fiduciary role originally in -­
tended and stipulated in the Trusteesb.ip 
Agreement by the Peoplt of the world, i.n-

. el uding the American people, Without 
wishing to belabor the point, we believe the 
responsibility o! the U.S. Government as 
Trustee includes at a minimum, a genuine 
effort on the pa.rt of her policy makers to 
resist the temptation to view their Micro­
nesian wards as object of annexation or 
colonization. 

2. Pursuant to the above we further 
suggest that you stop present or contem­
plated activities between your office and 
Palau Status Commission and confine 
yourself to dealing with the Congress of 
Micronesia on the subject of our future 
political status. 

3. Finally, we suggest that ,our 
government adapt to a policy of non- inter­
fe rence on the Refe,rendwn on th e Dra ft 

II 

1, 

II 

Ii 
1, 

PALAU LEADERS... qcnt from p. 3 

paign in the T. T., to improperly attempt 
passage of their ·unrea.Listic and unaccep­
table constitution in Pala11 through exces _ 
sive campaign spending, again intruding 
on our people's internal political decisions, 
and, 

WHEREAS, in S.an Diego, on January 
6, 1978 , the COM Chairman of Future 
Political Status Baily Otter, formally 
committed the Congress and its Comm.is -

• 11to d uon.,. Wl ertake the drafting of 
language, which as a (negotiating) wor­
king pape:::- of our own, would demons tr-ate 
in a positive way the principles we deem 
to be essential, 11 and, 

WHEREAS, instead of complying with 
this serio11s committment to distrib11te 
a working paper no later than 30 days 
after Januar y 6, 1978 to the Status Com-
miss ions of Palau and the Mars halls, the 
COM passed • a Resoll.1tion (SJR-7-63 } to 
break this agreement and purposely delay 
the negotiations: a.nd, 

WHEREAS, in view of the intra.nsi­
gence and stall tactics of tbe CO~. the 
paramount responsibility of the members of 
the Palau Political Status Commission is to 
now prepare intensively for the ongoing bi­
lateral negotiatio.ns with tb.e United States; 
and, 

-.. 

1, 

WHEREAS, the threats of 11cens11re and 
expulsion 11 of our Status Commission Chair­
man. from the COM are considered political- 11 

ly motivated for the specific purpose of try-
ing to interfere in Palau's internal affairs 

and to force and intolerable future political 
status on our -people; 

THEREFORE, •.• 
WE, the undersigned, proclaim that: 

1. The Palau Political Status Commission 
should not engage in any further multllatera.l 
negotiations at which the COM shall be rep= 
resented. 11 • II 

2.. The Palau Political Status Co~ission 
should vigorously continue to s.eek a just 
conclusion to the pending negotiations pur ­
suant to its mandate 

3 . The Administering Authority should be 
petitioned forthwith to effectively seoarate 
the administration of the Palau Dist~ict from 
what remains of the Trust Territory, 

4. The Task Force of the Palau Political 
Status Commission sho11ld exert all efforts, 
including the exercise of subpoena power in 
connection with a full scale investigation of 
any external interference in Pala.u•s sovereign 
internal processes before and during the COM 
referendum in Jlll.y o.n their anrealistic and 
unacceptable constitution. 

1, 

Sig1:1ed by 1?5 Palauan elected officials, 11 
bu.smessmen and others. February 22, l978 

Constitution of the Federated Sta.tee cf 
Micronesia. 
Our future, Mr, Rosenblatt, is in a poli­
tical union with our fraternal Micronesian 
People from the Carolines to the Ma.rshalls 
called THE FEDERATED STATES OF 
MICRONESIA . 
Respectfully yours, 
Concerned C it izens o f Pa.Lau 
Sign ed by 56 Pa.Lauans . 



Q'S p.OIOry ••. 
mile• from IndOAeeia and the Philippines at the 
closest point and aa.ly 400 miles from the edge 
of Japan• a 200-mile ZOAe, may make them too 
politically eeneitive to ever qualify. But it 
was the policy of~ NlxcA J\dmiai111trati011 
and its predecesaor11 to eve.a.tu.ally bring abou.t 
a new political status for Micronesia baaed on 
Gaam•s mqdel as an Wli.tlcorporated territory 
or Puerto Rico's as a. commonwealth and created 
created by a recognized act of self-determina­
tion on the part of Micronesians. This -wa~ ex­
pected to result in the establishment of an en­
tity which _wou.ld be immune from international 
oversight, coMistent with the U.S. position to­
ward the t:T. N. decolonizatioJ1 committee• s an­
.nl1al protest charging the U.S • . with denying 
the right of self-determination to Gnam. and 
other island territories which the TJ. S. bo11ght 
or conquered in the Spanish-America.a. War or 
<Lt other times. · · 

In May 1977, the State Depa.rt­
meAt, which ia taldn1 a. more active role 
in the negotiations .aow thaA wider Nixon 
or Ford, aimowiced that the U.S. was 
prepared to grant ind~pendence to Micro­
nesia ifl tbat sbo\1,ld be ~ cho~ce of the 
Micronesian people, since the 1'0. S. is 
not in the buainesa af dictating such ar­
ra.A&,men~." Moat af the press coverage 
of the statement emphasized this s hi!t in 
policy. But, at l:he same time. the re­
lease alllo confirmed that the ,U.S. con­
t:inWta to SlJPport the broad outlines of 
the agreements reached between the 
U.S. and Micronesia prior to 1977 on 
military base rights. These rights are 
guaranteed to the U. S. in return for 
handsome financial. support total.U.o.g .more 
than $60 million a year widei- a. statWII 
arrangement ia.aisted upo.a. by the Cong-res s 
of Micronesia known as "free . associatiOJ:l" 
the only TJ. N. -approved status alternative 
to the granting of independence to c'olo.rues. 

PaulJacabs 
Paul J'acoba, a well known writer and 

close friend of many in Micronesia, died in 
early January of lung cancer. Shortly before 
be died, he said he jWlt wanted to live a year 
to complete writing a book U 0kiag the Atomic 
E.aergy Commisllion 1s ·Nevada nliClear teats 
to bis cancer. 

Paul• a wri&g 011 Micronesia, after he 

s 

went to Palau. and the Mara balls 1A 1977, 
•~cated throughout the nation, prooa,bly 
brogght as much national attention to Micro­
nesia as the earlier revelatioAa of CIA bug~g. 

Paul had worked closely with the ln.depea.­
denc:e movement people in Palau in the •~rly 
1970 1 11 and was tnatr~ntal in belpia.a fWld 
their newspaper, still the only one OA the 
island. 

Paul was a good £~ie.u.d of many who work 
with MSC. He wa.a supportive of MSC•s work, 
c011tdbatia.g much of bia time and eAergy to 
help MS~, and, on more than oAe occuiOA, 
bel~ MS~ throaah financial straits, by 
o_btaining sllbatantial grants ifor the Committee. 

Although Pa.Ill did not smoke, and waa in 
.excellent health becawse of daily work o=a, 
the lwig cancer which kUled him at 59 was 
that foWJ.d in heavy smokers or people who have 
inhale4 radioactive dust. We may never know 
the caU:9e of bis death, .now that bis book caJ2.'t 
be completed, bllt be was workmg feverishly 
on a film on the effects of the Nevada tests 
that will be completed in the .n.ear futur~. 

Someone said it seemed that almost every­
one lcnew Paul and you. either laved him or you 
didn't. . 

We did and we•u mias bim. ~ 
As its name suggests, it is a form 

of association freely entered into, and, 
more inportaa.t, from. which there must be 
free withdrawal thro11gb. a auaranteed 
right to declare independence. Free a•­
sociation ha~ received O. N. bleaaing in 
only ®e il:istance -- in the Cook Isla.ads 
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Dear Friends of MSC, 
frflELP! 

We want to thank all of you who have sent contributions to MSC in the 
past few months. It baa kept 'the Bulletin. coming out on a regular basis, 
enabled us to print new pamphlet, on ~crOJlesia, expand our maJ.ling list to 
over 1200, and often send addition~ material to our many readers. 

MSC is the only organization in the tJ. S. regularly publishing informatio.n 
on Micronesia. 

Since MSC is a totally volunteer group, all the contributions received go 
directly to expenses for the Bulletin. and other projecta. 

MSC is now at a critical stage. We are expanding our readership at a 
fa.st pace, but the contribu.tions are not keeping up with the rising costs of the · 
3ulletin . Right now. MSC is about one month beb.in.d o.n the bills. The average 
cost for the Bull:tin each month is now: postage ••• $J137. 00; production and 
supplies ••• $50. 00. It is costing MSC- close to $200 per month for tm Bulletin 
alone, not to mention other postage costs, prin&g of publications, etc. 

W~ .need you.r support urgently if we are to continue to bring yo11 news 
of Micronesia. U you h_aven 1t sent us a contribution, or can• .t remember the last 
one (or even if yoa. can) please send one today. r 



Old Glorv ... 
Cont. from f>. 5 
a colon.y of New Zealand. Great Brita.in 
granted a11~nom.y -to a West Indies Federa~ 
tio11 in. 1967 ,wider terms it considered 
co11siste11t ~th f.ree . association put which 
haVJ[l . .n~ver been re.~~g~zed by the U. ~. 
The clispatchi.ng of British troops to 
Anguilla shortly after the federation was 
formed ilb1strated the extent of a.utonomy 
that had \,een grauted. Aa the U.S. sees 
it, free aaaoci;uion can "beat _ scu•ve the 
pres ent lnterea~ and noeda of the peoples 
.of Micrones~,· provide tho best basis for 
U.S. -Microne:Jian rele.tloo.a, ~d yot not 
jeoparduse the ·opportunity of the pe oples 
of }41cronesia to choooe freely their a.1.­
timate a tatwl, inclw:liAg J.nde pendence. 11 

The emplmsiD on the transiti011&l ~harac­
ter of free ast1ocia.tion. is a. mnrk:ed cOA­
traat . to the vi.e-q,oint of the Ni.so.a.-F~rd 
era which looked upon free association. 
largely u a brminaJ. status. , 

· A draft compac:t was initialled by 
U.S. and Mlcrone~ian negotiators in. June 
1976 which elaborates the struc=re of . 
free association in s11eh a way tbat nearly 
all in'terql af;a,irs wowd be in Micr~siaµi 
hands although fi.uancuig wow.d be provided 
largely by the U.S. for at le:1.at 15 years.' 
Foreign affairs and der~~e. including the 
right to build bases and to deny wie of 
Micronesian. territol'Y to other countries. 
wow.d · be the domain of the U.S. 

An Independence Coalition was 
formed iJl 1'971 that had among its members 
eleven 011t of thirty-three 0£ the members 
of the Congress of MicrOAesia. In. A11gust 
1972 at a special sessiOA of the Congress, 
Roman Tm.etuchl, who now b.eada tb:e 
Pala1i separatist movemcm.t, sacceeded 
in wimwlg paasage of a resolution direc­
ting the M!cront.utian Joint ~mmittee on 
Fatlue 'Status to begin negQtiatiD.g for 
in.dependence as well aa free association. 
At the next ro11Ad 0£ talks in S~ptember 
.a.ear H0noll1111, the U.S. was formally 
asked to dis c.118 s independence by wzarua 
Salli, chairman of the Micronesia.a dele­
gation, so that Micronesians might be pre­
sented with a (ull range of options il1 a ple - . 
bescite. Haydn Williams, chief American _ 
negotiator with rank . d ambassador, an~ 

that neither aide waa prepared to do so 
witho11t more growidwork. But a Carnegie 
E.adowment study by Donald McHenry (now 
the deputy U.S. representative to the Se­
curity Cowic:il) says the 11fact ia the U·. S. 
delegation was specifically: inatructed 
to avoid a disc:ua~ion of indepeJ1deAce." 
1n addition, he goes 011,• "in a not too 
veiled threat. •• _,. the U. S; let the Micro­
neaiaJU . know that the . tJ'. S. strategic re -
quireme.Q.ts would not c;:oun,tena.nce inde - · 
:,t,ndence. 11 

This position was a:;iplift.ed at the 
Trusteeship Council meetings the fol­
lowing May when the Americag. represen­
tative affirmed that the U.S. had "never 
refused to discass independence as a 
sta~ alternative. 11 Ba.t wh~n asked by 
the French delegate abollt the £arms in­
dependence might~. answered that 
he was not "really able to respond to the 
question ••• becaase I do not truly expect 
the negotiations to fail. 11 There was no 
reference to the fact that the Congress 0£ 
Micronesia had already ma,de ·a formal re­
quest to negotiate ,for inaepende_nce. 

Faced with this unwillingness to 
recognize that the Congress had asked to 
discuss independence and also a pers.0na 1l 
commitment 0£ de .Lega~o.a. Chairman Salli 
to free a.ssociation, the press11re for 
in.dependence was difflcaJ.t to sustain. 
especially wi.tho11t 1111pport from the · 
media and the aupport of other nations. 
1n 1973 ·, the leader of the Independe.ace 
Coalition., Hane Wiliander, who came 
from Truk. the s t.ronghold of the move -
m.ent for independence, was . defeated in 
his bid for re-election by a ·candi4ate 
who bad the badwig of the Truat Terri­
tory government. Since then, the coali­
tion has dissipated as an org~zed 
force and most Micronesiaus, or those 
whose opinions can be moasllnd by·pub­
li.c statements, are willing to accept 
some tort of uaoci&tion with the u. s. 
at least for a tra.Aaitional period, and 
the Congress remaina officially B'llppor­
tlve of e-ventually reaching an agreement 
on free association. Neither Palair nor 
the Marshalla baa been conaiatent or 
preci•~ aboat their preference for •fa.­
ture statwt, b11t both ·districts seem to 
favor the continuance oi ties . with the . 
u.s. 
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also president of the Asia Fowidation, re­
fused to discuss the s11bject, claimjng Next month: The Political S~tus Negotiations 
INFORM.AnGN AVAILABLE: 
[] 2.-page Micronesia Fa.ct-sb.eet trith map 
(] s~erpcrt, for Pa-la.11? 14 pages, maps, chronolcgy, pollution in£c etc, •• $1 
[] fy!lcrone sia and the Law of the Sea.. by E. A. Poe ZS pages, , , $.1 
[] z -page Palau S~erport Fact-sheet with maps .. . 
[] Back iSSllf!S cf MSC Bulletin., iss11es 1-13, VoL 2. No, 1~9 en ;-eques .. S~e~ify. 
(] Palall Superport Pamphlet, in 3 languages ..• maps. photos of tankers, otl uidustry . 
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