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Some people say Tongans are “hardworking and friendly,”2 others
that they are “morose, dour,...[and] quick tempered.” The prob-
lem with Samoans, according to some, is that they are “hot tem-
pered, ferocious, and arrogant, difficult to get along with.” Some
say they are “intimidating” or “irresponsible.” On the other hand,
some see no problems with Samoans at all, and say they are “fami-
ly oriented, friendly, . . . [and] generous.”

People who live and work in Laie, Hauula, and Kahuku,
three villages on the Windward coast of the island of Oahu, thirty-
five miles from Honolulu, hear phrases like these spoken almost
daily. Their communities are cauldrons of mixed Pacific Islander
ethnicity. These three towns are dominated demographically and
culturally by Hawaiians, Samoans, Tongans, Fijians, Maoris, and
other Pacific peoples, along with a smaller number of people from
the United States mainland and from Asia.

The present study constitutes an attempt to understand
some things about that mix of Pacific peoples. Specifically, the in-
terest of the moment is in the images that various Pacific Islanders
in Hawaii have of one another, and of the affinity for or distance
from each other they feel. A team of researchers went house to
house through the three towns, talking with people, passing out
questionnaires, collecting them, and then tabulating them. The re-
sults are presented here.

Social Distance. The questionnaire employs a modified
form of the Bogardus Social Distance Scale to test respondents’
perceptions of social distance between themselves and other ethnic
groups. The Bogardus Scale is a venerable tool of sociologists and
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