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Ethnic Images and Social Distance 

Among Pacific Islanders in Hawaii! 

Dorri Nautu and Paul Spickard 

Some people say Tongans are “hardworking and friendly,’’2 others 
that they are “morose, dour, ...[and] quick tempered.” The prob- 
lem with Samoans, according to some, is that they are “hot tem- 
pered, ferocious, and arrogant, difficult to get along with.” Some 
say they are “intimidating” or “irresponsible.” On the other hand, 
some see no problems with Samoans at all, and say they are “fami- 
ly oriented, friendly, ... [and] generous.” 

People who live and work in Laie, Hauula, and Kahuku, 

three villages on the Windward coast of the island of Oahu, thirty- 
five miles from Honolulu, hear phrases like these spoken almost 
daily. Their communities are cauldrons of mixed Pacific Islander 
ethnicity. These three towns are dominated demographically and 
culturally by Hawaiians, Samoans, Tongans, Fijians, Maoris, and 
other Pacific peoples, along with a smaller number of people from 
the United States mainland and from Asia. 

The present study constitutes an attempt to understand 
some things about that mix of Pacific peoples. Specifically, the in- 
terest of the moment is in the images that various Pacific Islanders 
in Hawaii have of one another, and of the affinity for or distance 
from each other they feel. A team of researchers went house to 
house through the three towns, talking with people, passing out 
questionnaires, collecting them, and then tabulating them. The re- 
sults are presented here. 

Social Distance. The questionnaire employs a modified 
form of the Bogardus Social Distance Scale to test respondents’ 
perceptions of social distance between themselves and other ethnic 
groups. The Bogardus Scale is a venerable tool of sociologists and 
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social psychologists, developed by Emory S. Bogardus of the Uni- 

versity of Southern California over four decades, for measuring 

and comparing attitudes toward various minorities in the United 

States. The Bogardus Scale traditionally asks six questions 

(changed to seven for this survey), to determine the degree of inti- 

macy or distance the respondents feel between themselves and the 

group about whom they are being questioned. The questions used 

in this survey are: 

1. Would you marry a ? 

2. Would you have a for a close friend? 
3. Would you have several families live in your 

neighborhood? 
4. Would you work beside a in an office or class- 

room? 
5. Would you have a casual acquaintance? 
6. Would you allow a to be a citizen of your coun- 

try? 
7. Would you allow a to visit your country? 

If a person answers yes to all seven questions, she receives a score 

of one. If that person says, no, she would not marry someone from 

that group, but yes, she would admit that person to all the other 

types of relationship, then her score is two. If she would not have a 

person from that group for a mate or a close friend, but would ac- 

cept such a person as a neighbor, co-worker, and the rest, then the 

score is three. And so on down the list. 

Ethnic Groups. The questionnaire asked the respondents 

to rate and describe twelve ethnic groups that are present in this 

part of Hawaii in at least small numbers. They are not the only 

groups here, but they include all the major groups and a sample of 

the rest. The groups about which respondents were asked are: Ha- 

waiians, Koreans, Tongans, Caucasians, Fijians, Japanese, Samo- 

ans, Filipinos, Maoris, Blacks, Tahitians, and Chinese. 

Images. The second part of the questionnaire tried to un- 

derstand what lay behind the ethnic social distances expressed in 
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