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»*Etjj nic Studles
faces ¢

It would be easy to sif in the stands and cheer for Ethnic
Studies, blaming its proposed dispersal on an unsympa-
thetic Administration. Neither the problem nor iis solution,
however, lies entirely in decisions made at Bachman Hall.
The future of Ethnie Studies at the University, like many
other programs, depends on money--and priorities.

~. When Manoa Vice-Chancellor Geofirey Ashton announced

™a recommendation last semester to disperse Ethnic Stu-

{ dies courses among various departments, UH administra-
tors already faced a budget problem-even before the Gov-
Vernor’s cut.

0 With the 1977-1978 budget cut from $114 million fo $102

wmillion, and legislators eyeing an additional three per

i cent reduction, the threat lo Ethnic Studies grows even
more severe. Although a new review is now being conduc-

qted, even the most glowing recommendation could hardly

gsave the programn when women’s athletics, nursing, law,

qml:; wurk and business administration alse face cut-
hac

Ethnic Siudies students, faculty and supporters forged
un unusual vehement protest (o the Chancellor’s recom-
mendation last semester, complefe with rallies and a
Bachman Hall sil-in. One would expect more of the same
next veur—that is, il the present serawny budgel passes the
leglslators

Therein lies the rvot of the prolﬂem and a potential so-
lufion. The Universily community will have to convince
State officials and legislators (o change the priorities
which have allowed budgel cuts in higher education lo
progress this far.

Legislators claim thal money saved from higher educa-
tion and other ureas of the Stale budget will be used to
generaie more jobs o remedy Hawail’s unemployment
crisis. However, their plans would result in the termina-
tinn of facully posilions in Ethnic Studies and other pro-
grams. Rep. Churles Ushijima already stated that the
proposed three m-r cenl cul would come from an across
the bourd persemnet cul. This hardly seems like a solu-
{ion {o the ngmplnymt.nt problem-—-particularly in the
alrendy looded agea of jobs in education.

Hawali has historically been a state with an exceplional
emphasis on higher education. The University of Hawaii
has grown from a rather provincial college with a Main-
tand roputation of **Surf University”’ to a school with a
varied curriculum ‘lo mateh Hawaii's ethnic diversity.
Quality in higher cducation has brought the UH increases
in federal grants und subsidies.

Kescorting o u skin-and-bones budget would cause more
problems than it would solve. Legislators should think
twice lest the University be forced {o take a giant step

! barXwards. The abolition of programs as popular as
Et..nie Studies is hardly a mark of progress.
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