"Date-Line" / Hawaii

Ele and Walt Dulaney

Gaining Rapport

The school auditorium’s house lights are on—the youthful faces staring
up at us are expressionless. Things could go either way with this group. The
student body prexy completes his introduction, * . . . and here they are, the
writers of DATE-LINE, ELE AND WALT DULANEY!” Then he beckons us
onstage to polite light applause.

“Hel-lo! We're here to talk about a number of things that interest us—
everything from studies and school, to sutfing and sex.” A stir in the audience.
“You've probably noticed that we're an interracial couple . . .. We used to
say a ‘mixed’ marriage, but it made us sound all confused. So now we simply
point out that one of us is Irish-English-Scotch-German-and-American Indian,
and the other isn’t.” “Now wait a minute, BUSTER!” says Ele tugging at the
mike. “That line goes: One half of our team is JAPANESE, and the other
IsN’T!” A good solid laugh—we’re on our way.

Walt takes the mike back and grins at the audience. ““You may note too
that the light reflects from my teeth—that’s because I'm in braces engineering
a new smile for television. This often makes people ask, ‘How do you kiss
someone who wears braces?” and the answer is ‘Carefully, very carefully! ”
A wave of solid laughs now; the faces are smiling, we’re in business!

Our business is young people—Hawaii’s junior citizens and young adults.
We talk to them in assemblies like this.

The Approach

As we try to help our young friends through our writing and personal
contacts, humor is our strong weapon. Often by stretching a problem situation
to an absurdity, we can help them see things with a fresh perspective, and find
a better way to deal with, or accept, their situation.

On problems of parental vetoes of desired dates, etc., we say, “Look at it
this way. If your parents didn’t supply your food, you'd be too weak to stagger
out of the door to date. And if they didn’t give you a place to live, you'd be
too busy earning rent money to have time to date. And if they didn’t provide
your clothing, you'd be too nude to date! So you see that your parents have
a real right to say whom you date and where you go as long as they’re providing
the necessities that make your social life possible.”” And more often than not
there are sheepish nods of agreement, as youngsters see things in this new way.

We try too to show young people that there’s no such thing as a bad question
or a foolish concern. If you've got a problem, let it out in the open air, don’t
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