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We want to hear your concerns.

We would like to hear from you and would welcome your comments on
the concems stated here. Please give us a call or drop us a note.
Together, we can build a better future for our children, and their
children's children if we malama Kea'au. Mahalo.

Kea'au Community Improvement Association (KCIA)
P.0. Box 930, Kea'au, Hawai'i 96748. Phone
966-8515, 966-7770, 966-7622
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THE KEA'AU COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION {KCIA} 'has
serlous concerns about the W.H. Shipman Development Plan;. historic
preservation, human rights, Native H3®alian concerns, community
based planning, land use, and existing subdivisions, Befow are some -
specific concerns: ! e

. HISTORIC PRESERVATION. We beileve In the

historic value of the buildings and the area. Although in. disrepair and
termite damaged, most are repairable. Several structures are made-of
redwood and are NOT termite ridden. The whole town was proposed
as a historic district in the 1870’s and again in the 1990 Puna Plan.
Today, we have the support of 9 out of 10 members of the Hisforic
Places Review Board {Star-Builetin, Aug. 24, 1994). Please offer_paint,
wood, time, people power and/or money so we can show what ic
possible witt the buildings,
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We believe the human rights of Kea'au resicents havebeen abused.
Over the years, W.H. Shipman has evicted hincdreds of people from:
thelr homes and businesses. Many of those evited owned thelr
buildings, but nict the land under the buildingg, Shipman refused to sell
the lana to the people evicted. Month-to-montfy land leases for 30
years discouraged repair, causing deteriorating. This helped shape
public oplnicn to facllitate "easy" eviction, TheDemocralic Party, at its
194 Ceunty Convention, called for a halt to [éa'au evcictions'and:
buildoiir~ of homes and businesses and urged that differences be =
resolved tv ¢ od falth dialogue among all parties involved, We need
to create opticns for the entire Kea'au community.



. NATIVE HAWAINAN CONCERNS. concermn Is

growing over access to sacred sites, tralls, and beaches. The Kea'au
Beach area is one of the most culturally significant sites in all Hawai'i,
The Shipman family has treated these-sacred sites and Kea'au Beach
as their personal private property, when they really belong to the
people of Hawai'l. We call for access to historic sites and Kea'au
Beach, including the mauka/makal trails'and public use of Kea'au Road
presently blocked by Shipman's private gate. We are learning that
Hawailan familes who were tennants of the land at the time of the 1848
Mehele, still have rights to the land today. Furthermore, research is
being done into the questionable circumstances under which Hawaitans
lost title to lands. This includes the transfer of title over 82,000 acres of
the Kea'au ahupua'a from the Lunalllo Trust to the Shipman famlly in
the 1880's, (Hawallan leaders assure Puna subdivision residents they
will NOT be displaced). Names of key people in the 1893 overthrow of
the nation of Hawai'i were involved in the transfer of land from the
Lunalilo Trust to Shipman,

. COMMUNITY BASED PLANNING. we want
community based planning for Kea'au and thé larger Puna community.
Shipman has failed to include the community in its planning activities. It
has chosen to bulidoze the village and sell the land to finance the first
phase of a new 2500 acre urban subdivision. This subdivisien is to lie
mainly mauka of Highway 11 on former sugar lands. Exceptional trees,
native plants, historic bulidings and possible Hawaiian sites are next in
line for proposed bulldozing.

. LAND USE. The proposed 2500 acre W.H. Shipman® &%
development project promises to create major long-term changes to the |
greater Kea'au area, Puna communities, and beyond. Many believe;it is |
critical that all phases of Shipman’s plan place the long-term benefit of |
the community first and foremost. Areas _of concern‘Include: zoning. 1
jssues, urban sprawl vs pedestrian scale design, using good
agricuitural lands for subdivisions, land speculation pressures, increase
in property taxes, [nfrastructure financing, consequences of growth,:
crime, and cost of living increases. Shouldn't we be saving Puna’s.
good agricultural lands to feed Puna's growing population? What about
Puna's flood problems? Puna, with 150 + inches of rainfall annually,
already experiences dangerous flooding. Recent Hilo fiooding has been
blamed on overdevelopment. Shipman's proposed: mauka subdivision
will only add to Puna's existing fiood problem. Let's not repeat Hilo's
mistakes. N iR

. EXISTING SUBDIVISIONS: shipinan's,iew Kea'au
subdivision will hurt existing Puna subdiviﬁons,_,many : ,whichweré
created in land deals between Shipmbn and pollticlans for: specutation
purposes decades ago. Existing substandard subdivisions will be kept
without services In order to keep prices and profits high for Shipman's
new subdivision developed with services. The projected population
buildout of Puna’s existing lots is more than 300,000, There is no.
justification for any new subdivisions in Puna. What is needed in Puna
is infrastructure and town centers in existing subdivisions where small
businesses can develop and where kids can go to school and play
sports. This would reduce the congestion on our highways, Instead of
adding to it as Shipman's new subdivision wil! do in Kea'au, which is
already Puna's worst choke point.



