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For large print programs or any other accessibility 

requests, please contact the House Manager or call the 

Kennedy Theatre Box Office at 956-7655 (voice/text.) 

Please silence all pagers, phones and digital watches. No 

photography or video recording is permitted. Please 

refrain from eating, drinking or smoking in the theatre. 

In following with University of Hawai'i policy, smoking 

is not permitted within 20 feet of the Kennedy Theatre 

building. Your assistance in helping us adhere to this 

policy is greatly appreciated. 

Visit our Website at: www.hawaii.edu/kennedy 
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2004-2005 SEASON EVENTS 

NOW PLAYING 
Late Night at the Earle Ernst Lab Theatre 

THIS IS MY HOUSE 
Conceived by Carolyn Covalt and Jennifer Bolieu 
Directed by Jennifer Bolieu 

A new play that challenges our 

assumptions about family/'ohana. 

Recommended for mature audiences. 

October 30, November 5, 6 at II pm 
October 31 at 8 pm 

Post-show rap following the Friday performance 
Tickets on sale at the door only, one hour before curtain . 
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Director: Glenn Cannon 

Scenic and Properties Designer: Angela Price 

Lighting Designer: Daniel Sakimura 

Costumer: Nara Conaty 

(In order of appearance): 

Tosh Kamiya: Stan Egi* 

Fumiko: Sue Shiroma Nada 

Debbie: Kristen S. Nonaka 

Spencer: Alvin Chan 

Laura: Kim Chan 

Toku: Tom Michelsen 

Aki: Darryl Tsutsui 

Nobu: Chris Masato Doi 

Susan: Nina Buck 

Tomi: Kati Kuroda* 

The back yard of the Kamiya home in Manoa in 1959 

midmorning on a day in August. The play is in 

two acts, with one intermission. 

*denotes member of Actor's Equity Association. 



Production Stage Manager: Kainoa Jarrett 

Assistant Stage Manager: D. Omar Williams 

Assistant to the Director: Peter T. Ruocco 

Properties Coordinator: John Striffler 

Backstage Crew: Lisa McCormick 

Light Board Operator: Alexia Hsin Chen 

Sound Board Operator: Annie Kwok 

Dressers: Paul Jenkins, Jose Tomita, Stephanie Wang 

Wardrobe Supervisor: Anji Scalf 

Staff Costume Shop Manager: Hannah Schauer Galli 

Costume Construction Crew: Tsehaitu Abye, Jill Bowen, 

Kris Fitzgerald, Kelley Graves and THEA 221 & 240 students 

Faculty Design Consultants: Daniel J. Anteau, Joseph D. Dodd, 

Sandra Finney 

Staff Technical Director: Daniel J. Anteau 

Staff Asst. Technical Director/Facilities Coordinator: 

Gerry Kawaoka 

Set Construction Crew: Dean Bellin, M. "Jonz" Jones, Angela Pri 

John Striffler, Daniel Sakimura, Chris Doi, Shawn Thompson, 

Claudia Elmore, Megan Miller, Tom Offer-Westort, Kainoa Jarret 
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Staff Theatre Manager: Marty Myers 

Box Office Supervisor: Nicole Tessier 

Box Office Staff: Josh Greenspoon, Ashley Usita, Robert Wyllie, 

Kelsie Pascual 

Publicity Director: Jessica Jacob 

Publicity Assistant: Ashley Logan and THEA I 0 I students 

Preshow Chat Coordinators: Daniel Akiyama, Sammie Choy 

Graphic Designer: Grace Tang, Michael Nomura 

House Manager: Allyson Paris 

Assistant House Managers: Frank Episale, Leilani Rivera, 

Jonathan Cabrera, and THEA 200E students 

Website Assistant: Michael Nomura 

Photographer: Andrew Shimabuku 

Sign Language Interpreters: Regina Sapko, Scott Wallace 

Department Office Staff: Tana Marin, Lori Ann Chun 

Department Chair: W. Dennis Carroll 



As Ed Sakamoto comments in his program note, I came upon this 

play in 1980 in its short form, enjoyed it, but felt it could and should 

be expanded into a full-length play. Ed happily obliged, and Manoa 

Valley in the now two-act version had its world premiere at 

Kennedy Theatre in April 1982 to packed houses. I have always had 

a fondness for the work: its warmth, charm and humor. The play 

creates characters most of us know, people we care about, and 

situations familiar to a great many folks here in Hawaii. 

Ed wrote several new pages for this 2004 production when I in­

formed him that I would like to once again direct it for the Kennedy 

Theatre stage, and those additional moments only enrich the piece 

further. For those of you who saw earlier productions, pay 

particular attention to the end of Act I in this performance; you'll 

love even more what's happening now. I am further blessed to have 

three of the original actors returning for this production: Stan Egi 

reprises his role as Tosh; Kati Kuroda once again appears as Auntie 

Tomi; and Darryl Tsutsui, who played Nobu in the '82 production, 

now returns as Uncle Aki. It is a delight to have them back. 

Note: Stan Egi is now an MFA student in directing in the Dept. 

of Theatre and Dance after some 20 years appearing in principal 

roles on stage, in motion pictures and television. Kati Kuroda is the 

drama teacher at UH Lab School, after 20 years in New York as an 

actress o,n stage and television. 

--Glenn Cannon 

Alissa Alcosiba and Kumu Kahua Theatre; Roxanne Adams and UH 

Landscaping. The UHM student ticket program is supported by a grant from the 

Student Activity and Program Fee Board . 



Manoa Valley was born as a forty-minute play, which pre­

miered at East West Players in Los Angeles in 1980. Director 

Glenn Cannon contacted Sakamoto, seeking permission to 

do the play at Kennedy. Sakamoto then expanded the play to 

full length for its premiere at Kennedy in 1982. Subsequently, 

the play was produced at Pan Asian Repertory Theatre in 

New York City, Sacramento, Kumu Kahua Theatre and East 

West Players again. Manoa Valley is the middle play in a trilogy. 

The sequel, The Ufe ofthe Land premiered at EastWest Play­

ers. Kumu Kahua's Dennis Carroll urged Sakamoto to write 

a third play for a trilogy. That play, The Taste of Kona Coffee, 
\ 

premiered at Kumu Kahua. The theatre then staged all three 

plays, one after the other, in a memorable event. Manoa Valley 

now returns to Kennedy, thanks to director Cannon, whose 

vision and support first brought the play to Hawai'i. 

-- Ed Sakamoto 

Edward Sakamoto was the 1997 recipient of the Hawai'i 

Award for Literature. He received the Hawai i State Theatre 

Council Po'okela award for Original Script for both Aloha 

Las Vegas and Our Hearts Were Touched With Fire, presented 

at Kennedy Theatre and directed by Glenn Cannon. Other 

honors include Los Angeles Drama-Logue Critics awards for 

Stew Rice and Chikamatsu's Forest. He has written fifteen plays, 

which have been produced in such venues as Los Angeles, 

New York City, Sacramento, San Francisco, Stockton, etc. Six 

of his plays have been published in two books by University 

of Hawai'i Press. Sakamoto is a graduate of lolani School and 

the University of Hawai'i with a BA degree in English. He 

worked for twenty years as a copy editor at the Los Angeles 

Times before retiring and devoting full time to playwriting. He 

is thrilled to be back at Kennedy Theatre for the third time in 

association with director Glenn Cannon. 
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