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H-3 gets green 
By Sandr.a S. Oshiro 
Adurli.a Goummtnt Burtau 

The $580 million H-3 highway 
project is on again, according to 
state transpprtation officials. 

"Final'' approval was received 
yesterday from the Federal 
Highway Administration for the 
on-again , off-again freeway 
which is supposed to run from 
Pearl Harbor through the Koo­
lau Mountains to Kaneohe. 

James McCormick, state depu­
ty director for highways and 
ports. said federal approval of 
the highway's location and de­
sign clears the way for the 
stalled project to be completed, 
possibly by 1990. 

The only action likely to stop 
the project now woaj~ ~e a · new 
court ban on construction or a 
successful appeal of a suit 
brought earlier by highway 
opponents. That case is pending 

before a federal appeals court. 
There is also a challenge of 

the state Board of Land and 
Natural Resources' approval of 
the H-3 route through a conser­
vation district, but McCormick 
said the matter was not expect­
ed to seriously delay the 
project. 

Opponents of H-3 dismissed 
the latest "green light" an­
nouncement by state officials. 

"It's rhetoric. That's all it is," 
said Boyce Brown , attorney 
representing opponents of the 
highway. He said the highway 
administration has approved the 
design and location of the H-3 
several times before. 

Brown said he will ask for a 
court order within two weeks 
stopping any new work on the 
project. 

The delay will be sought until 
the federal appeals court re­
views federal Judge Samuel 

King's April decision lifting a 
court ban on construction of H-
3. The April decision was the 
latest in a series of complex 
court actions on the controver­
sial hignway project. 

Originally planned in the 
1960s, H-3 was designed to run 
through Moanalua Valley at a 
cost of $175 million, according 
to newspaper storie s at the 
time. It was to be completed in 
1975. 

However, opponents felt the 
highway would be destructive 
of the environment and would 
hasten overdevelopment of 
Oahu's windward side . The 
opponents ra ised num erous 
environmental, safety and social 
impact issues , delaying the 
project's completion for a dec­
ade. 

Their questions led to a decla-
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