H-3 gets green lig

By Sandra S. Oshiro
Adcertiser Government Bureau

The $580 million H-3 highway
project is on again, according to
state transportation officials.

“Final” approval was received
yesterday from the Federal
Highway Administration for the
on-again, off-again freeway
which is supposed to run from
Pear] Harbor through the Koo-

lau Mountains to Kaneohe.

- James McCormick, state depu-
ty director for highways and
ports, said federal approval of
the highway’s location and de-
sign clears the way for the
stalled project to be completed,
possibly by 1990.

The only aection likely to stop
the project now would be a new
court ban on construction or a
successful appeal of a suit
brought earlier by highway
opponents. That case is pending
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before a federal appeals.court.

There is also a challenge of
the state Beoard of Land and
Natural Resources’ approval of
the H-3 route through a conser-
vation district, but McCormick
said the matter was not expect-
ed to seriously delay the
project.

Opponents of H-3 dismissed
the latest “green light” an-
nouncement by state officials.

“It's rhetoric. That's all it is,”
said Boyce Brown, atiorney
representing opponents of the
highway. He said the highway
administration has approved the
design and location of the H-3
several times before,

Brown said he will ask for a
court order within two weeks
stopping any new work on the
project.

The delay will be sought until
the federal appeals court re-
views federal Judge Samuel

King's April decision lifting a
court ban on construction of H-
3. The April decision was the
latest in a series of complex
court actions on the controver-
sial highway project.

Originally planned in the
1960s, H-3 was designed to run
through Moanalua Valley at a
cost of $175 million, according
to newspaper stories at the
time. It was to be completed in
1975.

However, opponents felt the
highway would be destructive
of the environment and would
hasten overdevelopment of
QOahu's windward side. The
opponents. raised numerous
environmental, safety and social
impact issues, delaying the
project’s completion for a dec-
ade.

Their questions led to a decla-

See H-3 on Page A-4
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H-3 F reewé;y plan gets go-ahead again

{from page one

ration by the federal transporta-
tion secretary in 1976 that a
highway ‘through Halawa Val-
ley would be a prudent alterna-

tive to building one through his-

torically significant Moanalua
Valley.

After the realignment, oppo-
nents of the highway continued
to fight the project. More issues
were raised. One question raised
recently involves possible ill ef-
fects from driving through elec-
tromagnetic signals from the
Coast Guard OMEGA naviga-
tional station at Haiku.

H-3 opponents were handed a
setback in April, when King
lifted a court ban on construc-

tion after directing the. staté to”
address some of the environme-
ntal issues raised in the case.
Opponents appealed his decision
to the 9th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, where it now awaits a
decision. ; ; -

Brown, who. represents the
Stop H-3 Association and Hui

‘Malama Aina O Koolau (a

Windward Oahu community
group), said he expects the ap-
peal to be heard sometime next.

ring.

The state hopes to restart the'
highway project by early next,
year. It will soon advertise for
bids to build the Halekou Inter-
change near the Pali Golf
Course, McCormick said. The
interchange will link

Kamehameha :High y with a

. six-mile stretch of the H-3 com-

pleted before the project came
to a halt, It will be opened to
the public within two years if
all goes as scheduled.

remaining 10 miles of the.
highway project, including a
mile-long-tunnel in Halawa Val-
ley, will also get under way
soon, if transportation officials
get their way.

The cost of the $580 million
highway - up significantly
from the original price tag be-
cause .of inflation and added
construction costs - is being
borne 90 percent by the federal
government.

The state’s bill will amount to
SSQ million. Not all of it has

been approved by the Legisla-

. ture, but McCormick said he

does not expect any problems in
getting the funds. Ve
He said the highway adminis-
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tration’s approval of the H-3 de- ©
sign and location came after .

“careful review of project docu- *-
‘ments to ensure that concerns ;
raised over the project have !
been adequately addressed.”

One of those issues involves
the risk to cardiac pacemaker

wearers who are exposed to the :
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electromagnetic field of the -

OMEGA station. McCormick
said the department’s expert
conducted experiments that
“clearly show that pacemaker

wearers can safely use H-3 ,

through Haiku Valley.”
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