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Filipino Educational Status and Achievement
at the University of Hawai‘i

Jonathan Y. Okamura

This article describes and analyzes the educational status of Filipino “first
time freshman” students at the University of Hawai ‘i at Manoa, the main campus
in the statewide University of Hawai ‘i system, between 1979 and 1986. The data
for this article come from a larger study that was primarily concerned with Native
Hawaiian first time freshmen at the University (UH Department of Sociology
1988). These data were obtained from student information files maintained by
the University’s Office of Admissions and Records. For the purposes of this
paper, a first time freshman is defined as a student who, after graduating from
high school, initially began college studies at UH Manoa, i.e., a nontransfer
student.

The first section of the article reviews the demographic and educational
background characteristics of Filipino first time freshmen (henceforth referred
to as FTF) prior to entering the University such as their locale of residence and
high school grade point average. The next section is concerned with the
educational achievement of Filipino FTF students at UH Manoa in terms of their
cumulative grade point average, attrition rate and academic status. The third
section discusses the graduation of Filipino FTF students from UH Manoa. In
addition to FTF students, the following section reviews the educational attain-
ment and graduation of Filipino community college transfer (henceforth referred
to as CCT) students at the University. In each of the above sections, the data for
Filipino students are compared with those for Native Hawaiian, Japanese and
“All” FTF or CCT students. Lastly, an analysis is provided of the educational
status of Filipino students at UH Manoa in terms of institutional constraints that
restrict their access to and persistence in higher education.

Precollege Background

This section reviews the demographic and educational background prior to
attending college of Filipino first time freshmen who entered the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa during the fall semester in the years 1979 through 1985. The
various precollege characteristics of Filipinos discussed below include their
relative representation, gender division, high school grade point average (GPA)
and rank, Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores, public and private high school
graduation, and locale of permanent residence.







