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“A spectre is haunting the workers of the world - the spectre of

globalization.”
Dave Broad, University of Regina,

Saskatchewan, Canada, 1995

“Neoliberalism is the defining economic paradigm of our time.”
Robert W. McChesney, University of lllinois, 1999

he policies pursued by the state administration of Governor Ben

Cayetano — wage freezes, cuts in social expenditures, privatization

efforts, civil service “reform,” and pro-corporate tax, fiscal, and labor
policies —show the sway of globalism and its neoliberal ideology in the islands.
“Globalism” and its attendant aspects — capital’s increasing drive for profitand
the corresponding pressure for cuts in labor, education, and health and social
program costs — impact negatively on Hawai'‘i’s public policies, public em-
ployees, and the economy.

This article examines state public policies and their relationship to
globalization and neoliberalism to demonstrate their negative effects on
Hawai‘i’'s people. A discussion of neoliberalism and a background to Hawai‘i's
economic model provides a context to analyze Cayetano’s neoliberal agenda
and its impact on society.

Neoliberalism

As Robert McChesney observes, “Neoliberalism [...] refers to the policies
and processes whereby a relative handful of private interests are
permitted to control as much as possible of social life in order to maximize their
personal profit” (1999:40). Once associated with the policies of US President
Reagan and British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in the 1980s, and now







