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The Master said: ¢‘‘What is the good of being ready with the
tongue? They, who meet men with smartnesses of speech,
for the most part procure themselves hatred.’”” (The Analects
of Confucius, trans. J. Legge)

1. VARIOUS APPROACHES TO LANGUAGE

Interest in language is not a recent development, as shown bv the oldest
grammar we know, the one written by Paninic.a. 300 B.C., in which he ana-
lvses the speech sounds of Sanskrit and its grammatical structure. In the
course of time the phenomenon of language has puzzled and attracted people’s
minds in so many different ways thatit will be possible to meation only a few
here.

Interest in the numerous languages of the world has led to the scientif-
ic study of linguistic phenomena, particularly in their morphological aspects.
This has given rise to two main types of classification--a structural type,
based on the relative degree of synthesis of the words and the way in which
various parts of a word are attachedto it, and a genetic type of classification.

The genetic classification is based oncomparative studies with regard
to phonetic and structural changes. Through a careful study of phonetic
changes and changes invocabulary, atheoretical reconstruction may be made
of the original language from which the present existing languages have
stemmed, or (since the interest in the origin of languages has faded) of the
distribution of languages and dialects. These studies may also prove a
valuable aid in studying the patterns of population changes.

Such studies necessitate thorough investigation not only ofthe phonetic
or sound elements but also of the phonemes or functionally significant units
which make up a language pattern. Apart from this scientific use, the study
of speech sounds hasits practical applicationinthe field of language teaching.

The psychologists have studied language from a different angle. Their
contribution lies in the psychology of communication. Generally this field
ranges from the mechanical aspects (phonetics, perception of speech) to the
socio-psychological patterns of communication and barriers to communica-
tion, learning habits, and distortion of testimony or of rumor.

For many the study of language means the only key to the world of lit-
erature. They struggle valiantly to master speech sounds, grammatical
rules, idiom and vocabulary, but their ultimate aim is to enjoy the literary
efforts of others or to express themselves in that way.

The various aspects of language are all interrelated. Therefore the
special approaches should not be seen as separate fields of study, but rather
as a specific emphasis. The sociological emphasisis on language as part of
a social system. The quotation from Confucius at the head of this article
aptly illustrates the point that language may be regarded not only as a tool
but as social action calling forth counter-action.

In the subsequent paragraphs we shall discuss this approach more in
detail.







