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ABSTRACT 

Even as scholars of the University of Hawai ‘i-West O‘ahu (UH WO) research 

team begin to uncover the history of Honouliuli Internment and Prisoner of 
6 War Camp (State Site No. 50-80-08-9068), archaeologists have been uncov- 

ering its physical remains. For decades, Honouliuli lay lost and forgotten, 
hidden in a densely vegetated gulch and surrounded by agricultural fields, 
14 miles northwest of Honolulu. With the assistance of the Japanese Cul- 
tural Center of Hawai‘i volunteers and UH WO archaeology students, over 
130 archaeological features have been discovered and documented, and the 
site is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Contributing 
resources in the 122.5-acre archaeological site include two standing build- 

rit ings, numerous building foundations, rock walls, fence remnants, artifact 

scatters, and other features. As an internment site, Honouliuli represents the 
fragility of constitutional rights and the effects of martial law; as a POW 
camp, Honouliuli exemplifies the management of enemy troops as the mili- 

and tary balanced the need for national security and the need to comply with 
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the Geneva Convention. This article describes how oral histories, archaeo- 

logical fieldwork, and archival research have been integrated to document 

the physical remains of the Honouliuli Internment and POW Camp. ‘This 

interdisciplinary approach has contributed small but important details about 
the site on the one hand, and broader and more universal implications about 

how ethnicity and status play out on the other. 

century archaeological site in a lush valley on the beautiful island of 
O‘ahu. The Hawaiian name, “Honouliuli,’ means “blue harbor” or 

“dark bay.” But the site had another name that was not so idyllic: Japanese 
Americans who were interned there during World War II called it “Jigoku 

Dani,” or “Hell Valley.” The camp held US citizens, resident aliens, and thou- 
sands of prisoners of war (POWs). As the other articles in this volume attest, 

researchers in diverse fields are uncovering the hidden history of Honouliuli. 
The research is revealing new information about the reach of martial law, its 

effects on individuals and groups, and the treatment of Hawaiian civilian 

internees as well as prisoners of war. In this article we discuss how Honouliuli 
as a physical place can contribute to the research and interpretations. 

onouliuli Internment and Prisoner of War Camp is a mid-twentieth- 

Most fundamental, it was the search for the physical location of the 
Honouliuli Internment and Prisoner of War Camp that focused attention on 
the history. As discussed in Kurahara, Niiya, and Young’s article (this issue), 
a local TV station called the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai'i (JCCH) to 

ask where the Honouliuli Internment and Prisoner of War Camp was located. 
JCCH Resource Center volunteers set about to learn more about civilian in- 

ternment during World War II and to make it better known to the people of 
Hawai‘iand beyond (Niiya 2008). Led by Jane Kurahara and Betsy Young, the 
all-volunteer JCCH team found unpublished manuscripts and contemporary 
reports, photographs, and descriptions; with these in hand, they searched for 

the physical location of Honouliuli. Useful clues came from R. H. Lodge’s 
Waipahu at War (1949) and Patsy Saiki’s Ganbare! (1982). Lodge was a for- 

mer division overseer of the Oahu Sugar Company who became an official 
army photographer. His book documents wartime activities that occurred on 
the Oahu Sugar Company land, and includes a map of military zones near 
Waipahu and five photographs of the Honouliuli Camp in operation. Ganbare! 
is a collection of internee stories, one of which described the Honouliuli Camp 
and its location in a hidden gulch. 


