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Hell Valley:
Uncovering a Prison Camp
in Paradise
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ABSTRACT

Evenasscholars of the University of Hawai ‘i-West O ‘ahu (UHWO) research
team begin to uncover the history of Honouliuli Internment and Prisoner of
9% War Camp (State Site No. 50-80-08-9068), archacologists have been uncov-
ering its physical remains. For decades, Honouliuli lay lost and forgotten,
hidden in a densely vegetated gulch and surrounded by agricultural fields,
14 miles northwest of Honolulu. With the assistance of the Japanese Cul-
tural Center of Hawai'i volunteers and UHWO archaeology students, over
130 archaeological features have been discovered and documented, and the
site is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Contributing
resources in the 122.5-acre archaeological site include two standing build-
il ings, numerous building foundations, rock walls, fence remnants, artifact
scatters, and other features. As an internment site, Honouliuli represents the
fragility of constitutional rights and the effects of martial law; as a POW
camp, Honouliuli exemplifies the management of enemy troops as the mili-
nd tary balanced the need for national security and the need to comply with
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