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Introduction

O n May 13, 1800, Anthony D. Allen, a 24-year-old man of African

descent, began a most amazing journey that would take him from

slavery in Schenectady, New York to Cuba, France, Bengal, Batavia,
China, the Aleutian Islands, and Hawai‘i. Over the next decade, his life would
be filled with incredible adventures including shipwreck, incarceration, pirate
attacks, and a reunion with his father. When he finally left the sea in 1811 and
settled on O‘ahu, Allen found himself in the company of kings and queens,
high priests, sailors, and American missionaries. He astutely navigated the
diverse cultures of these people and garnered both their respect and esteem.

Allen established what appears to be the first resort in Waikiki, a com-
pound that attracted not only “gentlemen” seaman, but also the Hawaiian
monarch King Kauikeaouli. After installing the first nine pins bowling alley in
the Islands, Allen entertained half the population of Honolulu, but recreation
was not that occupied his time. He also served the community by farming,
maintaining a hospital, running a dairy, boarding horses, and by breeding
cattle, goats and dogs for the foreign and native populations respectively. He
also provided a burial ground for indigent sailors.

Of the dozens of people of African descent from England, Spain, France,
Portugal, and the United States who settled in Hawai‘i during the late eigh-
teenth and early nineteenth centuries, Anthony D. Allen is the best known.
His name appears in personal journals of contemporaries, in published travel
accounts, and in newspaper and magazine articles of the day. One of the earli-
est descriptions of Allen appears in the journal of a newly arrived American
Protestant missionary in 1820:

There are many white residents here—the most pay an outward respect,
sending us little presents of fresh pork, corn, beans and the like....There
is one black man, Anthony Allen, brought up in Schenectady, New York,







